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Henry Kirklin Property

Property Information
107 Switler Street
Ward 1



Former 2 lot 
property



Listed for sale 
Jan 8, 2024



• Cute bungalow with lots of potential in Central Columbia. 3 
bedroom/1bath with living, kitchen, and dining room. Very 
large lot. Home has been rented for many years and is ready 
for your imagination. Great first home buyer/sweat equity, 
investment, or flipper. Home does have historical significance 
as the home of a famed Columbian Henry Kirkland's Mother 
and designation on the African American Heritage Trail. 
Additionally, in 1991, thousands of Joseph Douglass 
photography negatives were discovered in a crawl space 
under this house. David Haberstitch, of the Smithsonian 
Institute's National Museum of American History, said in 2018 
the collection is, ''undoubtedly one of the largest collections 
of a cumulative aggregation of community photography in the 
nation.‘’   House sells ''as is''. 



• Christina and Martin Smith, 
Jamestown MO 

• Purchased July 1, 2013 from 
Andrews Rentals, LLC. 





















Historical Information

Appreciation to Deb Sheals for her 
research and the following images. 

B193-23
McKinney Building Acquisition







• 1913:  Invited by 
Booker T. Washington 
to present his methods 
at National Colored 
Men’s Business League 
conference. 



1915 article







HENRY KIRKLIN (1858-1938) was a prize-winning, 
internationally acclaimed horticulturalist. Born a 
slave in Columbia, he was freed at age 5. At age 
14, he worked at Joseph B. Douglass nursery, 
learning from European gardeners. Later, as a 
gardener and greenhouse supervisor at the 
University of Missouri, he taught students his fine 
art of pruning and grafting. Kirlin is thought to be 
the first black to teach at MU but unofficially; 
blacks were denied teaching positions then. Early 
on, he built a garden at his mothers home at 107 
Switzler Street and gradually acquired additional 
land for his multi-acre, magnificent garden. From 
there, he sold produce and plants to Columbians 
and local businesses. He was among Columbia’s 
most successful businessmen, which earned him 
the right to vote. His list of accolades is lengthy.

African American 
Heritage Trail

2020



MU celebrates Henry Kirklin
with dedication of learning lab

Feb 24, 2021



• Group anticipates raising 
$50,000-$75,000 dollars.

• Options for use varies…
• Affordable housing
• CCUA use of land
• Other?  

Conclusion


