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CAAP: Which can be advanced in Comprehensive Planning?
Goal NR - 1 Climate Resilience
Strategy NR-1.1: Increase the accessibility and quality of habitat for native plants and animals.

● NR-1.1.2 Establish and effectively manage native-habitat corridors along trails and utility easement 
areas to restore and maintain landscape connectivity.

● NR-1.1.3 Create an ordinance that establishes a Transfer of Development Rights program to protect 
undeveloped lands for land conservation and/or agriculture.

● NR-1.1.6 Assess whether or not to purchase and preserve greenspace in and surrounding the city…
Goal NR -  2 Stormwater & Flooding Strategy 
NR-3.1: Improve stormwater management

● Implement strategies to mitigate stormwater impacts due to development and redevelopment of 
properties currently exempted from stormwater management requirements.

● Build more permeable parking lots and driveways and use more recycled materials with concrete.
NR-3.2: Minimize risks to flood-prone areas

● Mine existing data sources (e.g., FEMA Risk Maps) to identify areas prone to Flooding. 
● Perform detailed studies to identify areas that are at high risk for flooding and may be a prospect for 

property acquisition or mitigation. 
● Increase stream buffer requirements to provide additional flood water storage and minimize property 

damage due to erosion and flooding. Perform a flood risk assessment using historical data and future 
precipitation forecasts to identify areas and critical infrastructure vulnerable to flooding.



Process for SWM Recommendations

Understand water management & how it fits in ordinance & comprehensive 
planning

Understand CoMo & Boone County’s stated policies

Understand staff priorities

List and prioritize recommendations











CoMo Code: Special Areas, Stormwater, Development

No subdivision where “a finding by the council that a proposed subdivision or 
development poses a threat to the safety, health and general welfare of 
inhabitants of the land or surrounding areas due to flooding, improper drainage, 
steep slopes, rock formations, adverse earth formations, topography, utility 
easements or other adverse conditions.”











Streams & Habitat in Planning

● Master/Comprehensive Planning
● Stormwater Management

○ E.g. water storage and quality recommendations 
● Overlays

○ Special zoning districts that might protect a certain watershed etc.
● UDC

○ Is Karst formation regulated? 
○ Light pollution
○ Sensitive Areas
○ Stream buffer requirements

● Habitat/Wildlife/Green Network Plans
● Urban Forest Master Plan 

○ Could outline habitat corridors or places where the forest is important for watershed protection





Parking lot

● Did the 3.2.2 “detailed studies to ID high risk for flooding” happen? (25K in 
CAAP report) Maybe with the housing team?



Good Stewards-Natural Resources

Focuses on the natural areas that the City of Columbia manages, including parks and right-of ways.
● 2021 Progress: Good Stewards-Natural Resources completed the inventory and review  of  city-owned  lands  and  land  

management  practices  to  inform  the development of a conservation management strategy.
● 2022  Priorities:  Good  Stewards-Natural  Resources  will  continue  to  develop citywide  sustainable  land  management  

guidelines  for  city-owned  lands  and explore pathways for their implementation.



Recommendations

● Create intermediary between R1 - special conservation zoning



Precedent: Charleston SC
03. Support land conservation around the edges of the Urban Growth Boundary, specifically along …XYZ 

04. Develop a Greenbelt prioritization plan and work with surrounding jurisdictions to preserve more green spaces, particularly along 
the Urban Growth Boundary. 

05. Create incentives for the use of conservation easements, including developing a toolkit for green space preservation. 

06. Ensure land development regulations adequately protect the city’s farms, prime soils for farming, natural resources and rural 
areas. 

07. Continue to promote planning and zoning policies that align with the “living with water approach” outlined in the Dutch Dialogues 
Charleston study, including encouraging the use of green infrastructure in landscaping practices and stormwater management. 
Green infrastructure includes features such as bioswales, porous pavements, rain gardens, and wetland buffers; and other practices 
that leave existing natural features and ecosystems undisturbed. 

08. Dedicate staff and resources to support collaboration between Stormwater Management, Parks and Planning to oversee 
preservation, creation and maintenance of green infrastructure. 

11. Increase incentives and educational opportunities for residents to increase and maintain green infrastructure on their properties.



Sec. 29-5.1. - Subdivision standards.

Avoidance of sensitive areas

● Land analysis map by proposer
○ Stream Corridors are top of bank to top of bank
○ 25% over more than 10 feet
○ Floodway as defined by FIRM

● Floodplain FP-O (floodplain overlay district)


