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June 20, 2022 

Mr. De’Carlon Seewood 
City Manager 
City of Columbia 
Columbia, Missouri  65201 

The City of Columbia Finance Department has prepared a Trend Manual since the early 2000s. The purpose of 
this document is to aid in the understanding of factors that affect the City’s financial condition. This document 
also gives clarity to the City’s financial strengths and weaknesses for, review by the Council, City management, 
credit rating agencies and other stakeholders. This year’s Trend Manual was prepared for FY2017 to FY2021, 
and some changes have been made to help make this document more accessible and engaging.  

This Community Trends document is a piece of the FY2017 - FY2021 Trend Manual that focuses exclusively on 
historical trends for our community, including the City’s demographic and socioeconomic conditions. In prior 
years this information was included in a singular Trend Manual document, but for this current and future 
periods, we feel this information is better separated. Our FY2017 - FY2021 Trend Manual will still present the 
City’s financial strengths and weaknesses for each of our City’s funds and departments, with Community Trends 
being a stand-alone document.  

The Community Trends document is separated into four distinct sections: Demographic Data, Standard of 
Living, Local Tax & Government Support, and Environmental Indicators. In each section you will find a 
description of the metric being observed, data from the current period of FY2017 - FY2021, an analysis of that 
data, and sources used. By doing this, we are supporting our Resilient Economy Strategic Plan Priority Area by 
increasing accessibility to data relevant to economic trends. The inclusion of Environmental Indicators will 
help us to better track our progress toward our environmental goals outlined in the Climate Action & 
Adaptation Plan (CAAP).  

As always, our goal with the Trend Manual is to assist policymakers, including City Council and City 
Management, with making informed decisions based on historical evidence. We hope that making Community 
Trends a stand-alone document will help make it more accessible to anyone interested in learning more 
about our community. 

Respectively Submitted, 

Matthew Lue, 
Director of Finance 

Deepayan Debnath 
Economist 
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Demographic Statistics 

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?t=Counts,%20Estimates,%20and%20Projections%3APopulation%20Total&g=1600000US2915670&y=2020&tid=ACSCP5Y2020.CP05
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?t=Counts,%20Estimates,%20and%20Projections%3APopulation%20Total&g=1600000US2915670&y=2020&tid=ACSCP5Y2020.CP05
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Demographic Statistics 
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Demographic Statistics 

https://www.como.gov/Maps/documents/Annexation_History_current.pdf
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?t=Counts,%20Estimates,%20and%20Projections%3APopulation%20Total&g=1600000US2915670&y=2020&tid=ACSCP5Y2020.CP05
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?t=Counts,%20Estimates,%20and%20Projections%3APopulation%20Total&g=1600000US2915670&y=2020&tid=ACSCP5Y2020.CP05
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Standard of Living Statistics 

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=columbia%20mo&tid=ACSST5Y2020.S1903
https://data.bls.gov/timeseries/CUUR0200SA0?amp%253bdata_tool=XGtable&output_view=data&include_graphs=true
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Standard of Living Statistics 

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=columbia%20mo%20poverty&tid=ACSST5Y2020.S1701


2021 Community Trend Manual Report 

7 

Employment Statistics 

http://www.bls.gov/eag/eag.mo_columbia_msa.htm
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CARE Program 

https://www.como.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/City-of-Columbia-MO-ACFR-FY21-5.pdf
https://www.como.gov/parks-and-recreation/programs-registration/c-r-e-career-awareness-related-experience/
https://www.como.gov/parks-and-recreation/programs-registration/c-r-e-career-awareness-related-experience/
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Employment Statistics 

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=United%20states%20unemployment&tid=ACSST5Y2016.S2
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Local Tax Collection 

http://www.como.gov/finance/accounting/financial-reports/
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/columbiacitymissouri/RHI225220
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Local Tax Collection 

https://www.como.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/City-of-Columbia-MO-ACFR-FY21-5.pdf
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/columbiacitymissouri/RHI225220
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Emergency Service Statistics 

http://www.como.gov/finance/accounting/financial-reports/
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?t=Counts,%20Estimates,%20and%20Projections%3APopulation%20Total&g=1600000US2915670&y=2020&tid=ACSCP5Y2020.CP05
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?t=Counts,%20Estimates,%20and%20Projections%3APopulation%20Total&g=1600000US2915670&y=2020&tid=ACSCP5Y2020.CP05
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Emergency Service Statistics 

http://www.como.gov/finance/accounting/financial-reports/
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?t=Counts,%20Estimates,%20and%20Projections%3APopulation%20Total&g=1600000US2915670&y=2020&tid=ACSCP5Y2020.CP05
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?t=Counts,%20Estimates,%20and%20Projections%3APopulation%20Total&g=1600000US2915670&y=2020&tid=ACSCP5Y2020.CP05
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Federal and State Support 

https://www.como.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/City-of-Columbia-MO-ACFR-FY21-5.pdf
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Emission Statistics 

https://www.como.gov/sustainability/areas-of-focus/climate-action/
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=columbia%20missouri&tid=ACSDP5Y2020.DP05
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Emission Statistics 

https://ghgdata.epa.gov/ghgp/service/facilityDetail/2020?id=1003969&ds=E&et=&popup=true
https://www.como.gov/sustainability/areas-of-focus/climate-action/
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?t=Counts,%20Estimates,%20and%20Projections%3APopulation%20Total&g=1600000US2915670&y=2020&tid=ACSCP5Y2020.CP05
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?t=Counts,%20Estimates,%20and%20Projections%3APopulation%20Total&g=1600000US2915670&y=2020&tid=ACSCP5Y2020.CP05


2021 Community Trend Manual Report 

17 

Emission Statistics 
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