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Council Meeting Date:  March 21, 2016 

Re: Administrative Public Improvement Project:  Improved Downtown Tree Planter (C49127)  

 

 

 

The Improved Downtown Tree Planter Project is eligible for the administrative public 

improvement process.  Unless Council wishes to follow the standard public improvement 

Process, staff will proceed with preparing plans and specifications and constructing the 

project. 

 

 

 

Under Section 22-72(c) of the City Code, the City Manager is required to report to the City 

Council any public improvement project that the Manager has determined may be 

performed by the Administrative Public Improvement Process and which meets the eligibility 

requirements of that process. Unless Council determines that this project should follow the 

standard public improvement process, the Manager will proceed with the administrative 

process.  

  

This project will install an improved tree planter at the northeast corner of 10th and Broadway, 

shown on the attached location map.  This corner was chosen for the first of what is 

expected to be the first of many improved tree planters.  The existing raised brick planter will 

be removed and a new bed will be constructed at ground level along with a structural 

element in the adjacent parking bays which will allow tree roots to extend beneath the 

parking space pavement.  This will allow for increased treatment of storm water runoff.  A 

conceptual diagram is attached.  In addition, the project will also include replacement of 

some failing storm drainage pipes and structures at the same location.  

 

Staff is proposing to utilize an existing term and supply contract, previously bid through the 

Purchasing Division, to construct this project.  If an existing term and supply contractor does 

not want to participate, then the project will be bid through the Purchasing Division. 

 

The Downtown CID has annual funds earmarked for improving storm water management in 

the downtown area. In August 2015, the City Council accepted a $20,000 donation from the 

Downtown CID to construct an improved tree planter in the downtown area. Since then, 

staff has communicated extensively with the CID about the project, including the location 

and general layout of the planter.  Both the CID and the adjacent property owner have 

been kept aware of project progress and will be informed prior to construction.  They are 

supportive of the work in the existing street right-of-way, requiring no additional easements.  

The CID has expressed interest in constructing this planter soon and adding improved tree 

planters in other locations.  Construction is anticipated for this summer (2016) after all local 

school commencement activities have occurred. 
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Short-Term Impact: The cost of construction is estimated to be $30,000 which will be paid 

from Storm Water Utility funds.  $20,000 of this amount was a donation from the CID. 

Long-Term Impact: None. 

 

 

 

Vision Impacts:   

Primary Impact: Environment, Secondary Impact: Community Facilities & Services, Tertiary 

Impact: Not Applicable 
 

Strategic Plan Impacts:   

Primary Impact: Infrastructure, Secondary Impact: Not Applicable, Tertiary Impact: Not 

Applicable   

 

Comprehensive Plan Impacts:   

Primary Impact: Environmental Management, Secondary Impact: Livable & Sustainable 

Communities, Tertiary Impact: Infrastructure 

 

 

 

 

Date Action 

08/03/2015 (B209-15) Accepting a donation from Downtown CID for the 

project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No action is required unless Council wishes to direct the City Manager to follow the standard 

public improvement process. 
 

Fiscal Impact 

Vision & Strategic Plan Impact 

Legislative History 

Suggested Council Action 

http://www.gocolumbiamo.com/CMS/vision/reports/visiongoals.php
http://www.gocolumbiamo.com/city-manager/
http://www.gocolumbiamo.com/community_development/comprehensive_plan/documents/ColumbiaImagined-FINAL.pdf
http://www.gocolumbiamo.com/community_development/comprehensive_plan/documents/ColumbiaImagined-FINAL.pdf

