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Council Memo

Department Source: City Utilities - Sewer/Stormwater

To: City Council

From: City Manager & Staff

Council Meeting Date: August 17, 2026

Re: Authorizing a joint funding agreement with the United States Geological Survey, United
States Department of the Interior for operation and maintenance of a stream gage on
Hinkson Creek to provide historical stream flow data and flood stage information.
Impacted Ward: Citywide

Executive Summary

Staff has prepared for Council consideration an ordinance authorizing the City Manager to
execute an agreement with the United States Geological Survey for the operation and
maintenance of a stream gage on Hinkson Creek. This is currently the only stream gage on
Hinkson Creek that provides real time and historical stream flow data and gage height (flood
stage information) that is publicly available. The annual cost for these services is $16,900.00.

Discussion

The United States Geological Survey (USGS) operates and maintains a stream gage on
Hinkson Creek. This stream gage is located on Hinkson Creek west of the bridge on
Providence Outer Road and collects real fime data on both the discharge and gage height
of Hinkson Creek. This gage was originally installed in 1966 and has been operated for
significant time periods since installation. The USGS funding source was discontinued in July
2017 and the City Storm Water Utility contracted with the USGS to continue operation and
maintenance of this gage at that time. Staff believes collecting this data is beneficial.
Hinkson Creek is currently identified as impaired and the City is a party in the Collaborative
Adaptive Management process infended to address the impairment of the stream.
Additionally, this continued funding was identified in the Wastewater and Stormwater
Integrated Management Plan approved by City Council in December 2018 and is currently
being updated. The historical, current and future data obtained from the operation of this
gage can be used to calibrate flood models, determine overall soil runoff characteristics,
stfream response, pollutant loadings, etc. This information can assist in determining effective
and appropriate projects and anticipated impacts to help in addressing the impairment to
the stfream and to address anticipated future regulatory compliance requirements.

Fiscal Impact

Short-Term Impact: $16,900 from the FY2027 Storm Water Utility operating budget.
Long-Term Impact: Funding for the operation and maintenance of this stream gage will be
included in the Storm Water Utility operating budget in future years. This is currently
anticipated to be approximately $16,200 annually.
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Strategic & Comprehensive Plan Impact

Strategic Plan Impacts:
Primary Impact: Reliable and Sustainable Infrastructure, Secondary Impact: Not Applicable,
Tertiary Impact: Not Applicable

Comprehensive Plan Impacts:
Primary Impact: Environmental Management, Secondary Impact: Infrastructure, Tertiary
Impact: Not Applicable

Legislative History

Date Action
08/18/2025 B222-25 Authorizing a joint funding agreement with the U.S.
Geological Survey, United States Department of the Interior for
operation and maintenance of a stream gage on Hinkson Creek
to provide historical stream flow data and flood stage
information.
08/19/2024 B183-24 Authorizing a joint funding agreement with the U.S.
Geological Survey, United States Department of the Interior for
operation and maintenance of a streamgage on Hinkson Creek
to provide historical stream flow data and flood stage
information.
09/18/2023 B216-23 Authorizing a joint funding agreement with the U.S.
Geological Survey, United States Department of the Interior for
operation and maintenance of a streamgage on Hinkson Creek
to provide historical stream flow data and flood stage
information.
10/30/2022 B273-22 Authorizing a joint funding agreement with the U.S.
Geological Survey, United States Department of the Interior for
operation and maintenance of a streamgage on Hinkson Creek
to provide historical stream flow data and flood stage
information.
09/20/2021 B291-21 Authorizing a joint funding agreement with the U.S.
Geological Survey, United States Department of the Interior for
operation and maintenance of a streamgage on Hinkson Creek
to provide historical stream flow data and flood stage
information.
08/17/2020 B203-20 Authorizing a joint funding agreement with the U.S.
Geological Survey, United States Department of the Interior for
operation and maintenance of a streamgage on Hinkson Creek
to provide historical stream flow data and flood stage
information.
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https://www.como.gov/strategic-plan/
https://www.como.gov/community-development/planning-development/columbia-imagined/
https://gocolumbiamo.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7514644&GUID=38081A78-9997-409F-8F6A-5CC2F06FF053&Options=ID|Text|&Search=b222-25
https://gocolumbiamo.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6815722&GUID=243C9BD6-95F1-4F01-A763-217FDE1ACC51&Options=ID|Text|&Search=b183-24
https://gocolumbiamo.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6331577&GUID=40814462-6840-4384-98F1-E8EDCA4A42B0&Options=ID|Text|&Search=b216-23
https://gocolumbiamo.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5842254&GUID=888715E5-AD28-4388-BDC7-B165DCCFB3CF&Options=ID|Text|&Search=b273-22
https://gocolumbiamo.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5125148&GUID=C5CB1D39-FDE7-4D73-9D1C-C05E7699139D&Options=ID|Text|&Search=b291-21
https://gocolumbiamo.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4604387&GUID=0083470C-1966-462D-9BA2-78752FEDDA9B&Options=ID|Text|&Search=b203-20
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Date

Action

09/16/2019

09/17/2018

06/19/2017

B283-19 Authorizing a joint funding agreement with the U.S.
Geological Survey, United States Department of the Interior for
operation and maintenance of a streamgage on Hinkson Creek
to provide historical stream flow data and flood stage
information.
B223-18 Authorizing a joint funding agreement with the U.S.
Geological Survey, United States Department of the Interior for
operation and maintenance of a streamgage on Hinkson Creek
to provide historical stream flow data and flood stage
information.
B163-17 Authorizing a joint funding agreement with the U.S.
Geological Survey, United States Department of the Interior for
operation and maintenance of a streamgage on Hinkson Creek
to provide historical stream flow data and flood stage
information.

I

Suggested Council Action

Approve the ordinance.
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https://gocolumbiamo.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4120659&GUID=80F933BC-E9F7-43E7-A76A-7066BB800163&Options=ID|Text|&Search=b283-19
https://gocolumbiamo.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3646318&GUID=4A378294-D24F-4512-97B5-74DA3AF5904C&Options=ID|Text|&Search=b223-18
https://gocolumbiamo.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3062224&GUID=BE8A2BE1-2F0C-4A8F-8304-B41E011B843B&Options=ID|Text|&Search=b163-17

