Public Comment Form

Ash Street Improvements

We would appreciate hearing your thoughts about this project. You may make comments on this form
and leave it with City staff at this meeting; or take it home to fill out and send it back within 14 days
(August 9, 2022). Please write legibly. There is space for additional comments on the back of this
form. Thank you for your input!

Comment forms can be mailed to: Allison Anderson P.E.
Public Works Department
City of Columbia
PO Box 6015
Columbia, MO 65205

Comments may also be email to: PubW@CoMo.gov
(be sure to include “Ash Street Improvements”in the subject line)

Please send comments by August 9, 2022. Thank you for your input!
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| own the property located at 1300 W Ash St and am in favor of the proposed sidewalk
improvements.

| am in favor of the stop improvement at Ash St. and West Blvd. but not in favor of roundabouts
in any of the proposed locations. | think roundabouts work less well when the intersecting
streets have markedly different volumes of traffic. When this occurs it disrupts the smooth
interweaving of traffic that is the primary advantage of a roundabout in my view.

Regards,
Jim Meyer, MBA, GRI
Managing Broker, MeyerWorks, LLC

Thanks to the City of Columbia Public Works for providing this forum. | am generally a fan of
SINGLE LANE roundabouts and would like to see the proposed roundabout happen at Ash and
Clinkscales. I live on Gary St and am a frequent pedestrian, biker, and driver through this
intersection. | went to see the display at the ARC in March and | was pleased to learn that the
mid-lane island was 6 feet in length. That's enough room for a bike, stroller, or power
wheelchair.

As a pedestrian or biker, | would feel more confident crossing the proposed roundabout
because you only have to look in one direction at a time 1) to your left to get to the island, 2) to
your right, before leaving the island. In contrast, the current 4-way stop requires the pedestrian
to look to the left, ahead, to the right, and to the rear, all at the same time before leaving the
safety of the sidewalk. | think high-traffic 4-way stops are hazardous (we've had 2 fender
benders at that intersection - the only accidents we've had in town).

Thank you,

Evan Prost

p.s. tangent issue: please stop planting any vegetation in the center of any roundabout. Having
clear, unobstructed, 270 degree visibility is necessary for safe entry.

Hello! My apologies for sending this so late. | won't be able to be at open house due to work.
But | wanted to voice my thoughts. | live at 128 Redwood, right on the corner with Ash. I'm also
a full time delivery driver so I'm all over this part of town.

Regarding the possible roundabouts or enhanced crosswalks for 3 or more intersections. A
roundabout at Ash and Clinkscales makes a lot of sense. A roundabout at Ash and West makes
a lot of sense. West is just a generally busy street. Clinkscales is only really busy because of
Gerbes and the ARC. No more roundabouts needed. However, an enhanced crossing at
Redwood (there already kind of is) and/or Pershing would also make a lot of sense to help
people get to and from Again Street Park.

Thank you for your time and | hope you have a great day.
Christopher Lukens

The current plan of making the road wider at ash+aldeah needs to be looked at for a different
solution because | do not believe that is a good option, | also don't want to lose a huge amount
of my yard and my rewilding project. | understand there could be compensation if that is the



case but that doesn't really make me feel better cause money doesn't equal nature. Money also
doesn't help me fix a situation where more pavement is being added where my rewilding is
happening.

Hopefully | can continue to talk to someone about this cause really, I'm pretty upset about this
whole thing haha. The current plan anyway, I'm not upset about the idea of improvements. If the
map drawing is accurate, we are losing a lot of the reason we even bought the house in the first
place...which sucks cause we are just finishing an addition because this is supposed to be our
forever home.

I'm just, super not stoked haha.

Thanks,
Joe Dino

| live at 111 N. Greenwood Avenue. | live 4 houses south of the Ash/North Greenwood
intersection.

| am a frequent walker and driver on Ash, North Greenwood and Broadway streets. When |
leave my home in my car, most often | drive north to Ash Street because there is less traffic on
Ash than Broadway. | have lived at this home for a little over 30 years. So, | believe | have a
good long term perspective on traffic patterns and what many of my neighbors want to see this
area grow into.

Over the years myself and neighbors have asked for help controlling speeders along West Ash,
North Greenwood and Anderson Avenues. Many impatient drivers use North Greenwood and
Anderson as cut through streets between Broadway and West Ash. The city administration has
been resistant to providing any help on controlling these drivers through signs, speed bumps or
any other helpful deterrents. Neighbors have purchased their own signs to try and create safe
streets for their children. So, when we say we want a safe, walkable, bikeable and wheel chair
safe route from downtown to the west side of town, that is truly what we envision for the Ash
Street Improvement Project.

According to americantrails.org, the City of Columbia was the first municipality in Missouri to
adopt a “Complete Streets” policy in 2005. “Complete Streets is a policy that requires streets to
be planned, designed, operated and maintained to accommodate road users of all ages and
abilities regardless of their mode of transportation. Unfortunately, this policy has not been
updated since it was adopted.” It is time to look at this policy in regards to the Ash Street
Improvement Plan.

Any non-driving person trying to get from downtown to the west side of Columbia, where there is
more access to grocery stores, restaurants, Farmers Markets basically has three choices;
Broadway, Ash and Worley. If you have tried to walk on Broadway you would notice the horrible
state of the sidewalks! The City could improve the sidewalks but they don't want to unless the
home owners give in to a complete remake of the street into a two lane thoroughfare. Once
again, the City has their own plans and won't budge to the will of the people living along this
street to make a safe path for walking without added traffic. Traffic along Worley travels very



fast even though there are families and a deaf child (indicted by a sign) who live along this

street. | realize some people feel that slowing traffic on West Ash might lead to more and faster
traffic along Worley. | empathize with them but that doesn't mean we cannot focus on having at
least ONE safe path through the heart of our City. So, this brings us to Ash Street Improvement.

Yes, to better sidewalks if they don't take all of people's front yards! Yes, to safe bike and wheel
chair paths!! Yes, to traffic control speed bumps! Yes, to narrower street widths for cars! NO,
NO, NO to roundabouts!!! Has anyone talked with a person who needs to negotiate a wheel
chair through a roundabout?? Has anyone talked to a bus driver who has to drive through a
roundabout?? By the way, we also need smaller busses if anyone that has anything to do about
that is listening!!

Columbia advertises itself as a 'Walkable Community'!! Let's make this a priority for now and for
the future, as more people try to reduce global warming and dependency on fossil fuels.

Sincerely,
Therese Folsom
111 N. Greenwood Ave.

Below are my comments on the Ash Street Improvements project from the 2nd Public
Information meeting on July 26. Thank you for your work on this project and for the frequent
communication with stakeholders.

Pedestrian Path and sidewalk completion:

e Overall | support the pedestrian focused improvements that include an 8' shared pedestrian
path on the north side of Ash with completed sidewalks and bike lanes on the south side of
Ash.

e This plan should be completed by narrowing the width of the driving lanes. Driving lanes
may be narrowed as much as 9 ft. We are asking for 10 ft.

e According to the National Association of Transportation Officials (NACTO) Design Guide
"Lane widths of 10 feet are appropriate in urban areas and have a positive impact on a
street's safety without impacting traffic operations."” ... "Lanes greater than 11 feet should not
be used as they may cause unintended speeding and assume valuable right of way at the
expense of other modes." (https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/street-
design-elements/lane-width/)

e Neighbors and property owners living along Ash do not want to give up yard space
and mature trees. Narrowing the driving lanes achieves the goal of both conserving
green space/front yards and calming traffic. Houses in this area already have
smaller than standard front and side setbacks than most of Columbia due to the age
of the buildings. Some people on Ash don't have much space to give up.

e |'d also like to see equity in the execution of this plan throughout the length of Ash. One
phase of the plan showed narrower driving lanes on Ash from approximately Redwood to
Garth. But in the portions from Clinkscales to Redwood and Garth to Park/First street the



driving lanes did not appear to be narrowed. These areas are also primarily Neighborhood
use.

Please allow parking on only one side of the street.

We'd like to spare as many mature trees as possible. The Neighborhood groups would be
happy to host a tree planting education event. Would the city consider partnering with us on
this, perhaps by sending a speaker? This pairs well with our current Pollinator Day event.
Complete sidewalks that are in good repair and ADA compliant are much needed along Ash.
Even if we got no other improvements | would ask for completed sidewalks and bike lanes.

Enhanced stop Control

| like what | see in the plan for enhanced stop control. Ideally | would want both enhanced
stop control and the pedestrian improvements (above).

The intersection of Ash and West is most in need of enhanced stop control. A pedestrian
refuge island may go a long way to improving pedestrian safety at this intersection. This
would be a "top of the list" improvement in my eyes.

There were several marked crossings with pedestrian refuge islands depicted at minor
crossings too. For the most part | found these to be located in sensible places.

| also see a lot of walkers and kids on bikes attempting to cross Ash at the minor Park/First
Street intersection with Ash St. to get from the CHA housing and the houses on the North
side of Ash to the Library and to the Eatwell grocery store. The traffic can be pretty fast
here. | feel that this location would benefit from a safer crossing with a pedestrian refuge
island as well. Yes it's a broader street crossing (currently) but that's why it needs a
pedestrian refuge island.

Roundabouts

The traffic data presented at the first public information meeting did not support the need for
a roundabout at any of the three intersections proposed, even when planning for a traffic
increase over 20 years. | do not feel that this plan needs to go forward to council.

I do understand the motivation to report on all three options that were initially proposed
however if the roundabout plan is carried to council the traffic studies and diagrams showing
4 way stop control vs. roundabout should be presented along with that plan for full
transparency.

This is an expensive plan that does not appear to be called for.

The neighborhood does not support roundabouts as shown in the current design concepts
because they depict a larger intersection footprint than is necessary for Ash Street and favor
moving traffic through quickly.

As a pedestrian | do not feel that roundabouts of this design provide good visibility for cars
to notice someone attempting to cross.

Can | ask who will be presenting this at the Council meeting and when you anticipate this will be
on the agenda?

Thanks again for your work on this project.



Valerie Carroll, PhD

Thank you again for the many opportunities to discuss and provide feedback. A few questions.
1) Could the versions of the previous concept diagrams that were presented at the first
Interested Parties meeting also be uploaded so that we can see how the plan has evolved. I'm
now seeing only the most recent concept diagrams on the CIP page as well. 2) will the addition
of the green space between the curb and the 8 ft pedestrian path on the north side require the
path to be built closer to the existing homes. (Take up more of what was front yard space)? 3)
does the current plan still narrow the width of the driving lanes between Park and Redwood?
Could the road width at a few key points be marked on the concept diagrams? 4) Is a marked
crosswalk with a pedestrian island planned for the intersection at Park/First and Ash Street?

| was very disappointed to see round-a-bouts presented at the second meeting. The traffic study
presented during the first meeting eliminated the need for them. Extending the project to
Providence was a positive change. However, the 8-ft "pedway" or "side-path" as an alternate to
a westbound bike lane is still very dangerous. On paved surfaces, cyclists can travel 10-25mph
easily. If you were to insert ASHTO visibility triangles at each driveway for cyclists traveling
10mph, it would be obvious that it is not safe and potentially a liability hazard for the city. | would
strongly recommend cost cutting the project to simple improvements as complete 5-ft sidewalks
on both the south and north side of Ash Street, with 2-3 feet of landscape buffer. The current
north sidewalk is only 4-ft in most places, so the extra 12 inches would be a great improvement.
Also keep and complete 5-ft bike lanes on both sides of Ash Street. Savings for the reduced and
more balanced scope might allow funds for improved storm water infrastructure and/or LED
street lighting at intersections. These improvements will be well received and used.



