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Department Source: Finance                          

To:  City Council 

From:  City Manager & Staff 

Council Meeting Date:  April 6, 2026 

Re: Amendment to Chapter 13 – Temporary Business Stand Fee Structure 

Impacted Ward: Citywide 

 

 

Adoption of the proposed amendment would establish a fee structure for temporary 

business stand licenses, distinct from the annual business license fee schedule. This would 

align the fee with the limited duration and episodic nature of temporary business activity 

and allow staff to administer the license consistently through an online application process 

as seasonal and event-related activity increases. 

 

 

 

A temporary business stand license authorizes fixed-location, short-duration activity which is 

limited in both duration and frequency. This license differs in scope and purpose from annual 

business licenses, which regulate ongoing, permanent business operations. 

Under current code, the fee for a temporary business stand license is established by 

reference to the general business license fee schedule in §13-27. That schedule is based on 

gross receipts and is intended for annual business activity. When applied to temporary 

business stands, it requires applicants to estimate gross receipts for limited-duration activity 

and results, at a minimum, in the same base fee paid by permanent businesses, which is $75. 

Staff are proposing to separate the temporary business stand fee from the annual business 

license fee schedule by establishing a flat fee of $35. This reflects the limited duration and 

episodic nature of temporary business stands and avoids the use of an annual, gross-

receipts-based model that is not well suited to this type of activity. 

In anticipation of increased temporary event activity during the spring and summer season, 

including activity associated with World Cup-related events later this summer, Business 

Services staff began transitioning the temporary business stand license from a legacy paper-

based process to an online application. During that transition, the effect of applying the 

annual fee schedule to temporary business stands became apparent. Addressing the fee 

structure at this time will allow the City to implement the online process and administer this 

license consistently during periods of increased demand. 

 

  

Executive Summary 

Discussion 



 
701 East Broadway, Columbia, Missouri 65201 

 

 

 

 

 

Short-Term Impact: No additional cost. Administered within existing staff and system 

resources. 

Long-Term Impact: No ongoing cost anticipated. Administered within existing resources. 

 

 

 

Strategic Plan Impacts:   

Primary Impact: Organizational Excellence, Secondary Impact: Safe Community, Tertiary 

Impact: Resilient Economy   

Comprehensive Plan Impacts:   

Primary Impact: Not Applicable, Secondary Impact: Not applicable, Tertiary Impact: Not 

Applicable 

 

 

 

Date Action 

    

 

 

 

Approve an ordinance amending Chapter 13, Article XII, Division 2 to establish a flat $35 fee 

for temporary business stand licenses, separate from the annual business license fee 

schedule, and set an effective date. 
 

Fiscal Impact 

Strategic & Comprehensive Plan Impact 

Legislative History 

Suggested Council Action 

https://www.como.gov/strategic-plan/
https://www.como.gov/community-development/planning-development/columbia-imagined/

