
  
 
 
 

B 107-16 
INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE FOR ONE- AND TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS 

AMENDMENT SHEET 4 
 

Termite Barrier 
 

The BCCC recommends making the termite barriers and rigid insulation to a depth of two 
feet below grade to be optional.  The only reference to the optional installation of the 
termite barrier is contained in a diagram entitled 2015 Residential Energy Code 
Requirements Diagram.  For council’s information, the specific code provision related to the 
termite barrier is contained in Section R318.3 of the IRC and states as follows:   
 

R318.3 Barriers.  Approved physical barriers, such as metal or plastic 
sheeting or collars specifically designed for termite prevention, shall be 
installed in a manner to prevent termites from entering the structure.  Shields 
placed on top of any exterior foundation wall are permitted to be used only if 
in combination with another method of protection.  The EEC requests the 
barrier and insulation to be mandatory.  The following language would require 
the termite barrier and rigid insulation.   

 
The Council motion would be to amend Bill 107-16 as set forth in this Amendment Sheet 4. 
 

========================================== 
 

Council Bill:      B 107-16  
 
MOTION TO AMEND: 
 
MADE BY: ____________________________ 
 
SECONDED BY: _______________________ 
 
MOTION:  I move that Council Bill    B 107-16    be amended as set forth on this 
amendment sheet. 
 
 ========================================== 
 
The diagram originally attached to B107-16 and labeled “2015 Residential Energy Code 
Requirements Diagram” is hereby replaced by the diagram attached to this amendment 
sheet. 
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City of Columbia, MO 2015 RESIDENTIAL ENERGY CODE REQUIREMENTS DIAGRAM 

R-20 wall
assembly

If 2x6 wall, entire 
cavity shall be filled 

2x4 wall only allowed 
by approved 
alternative method 

At unfinished basement, no 
foundation wall insulation 

+ Joist

R-19 (vented crawlspace)

R-10 to R-13 wall@
unvented crawl space

Fenestration U-Factor .................... 0.35 
Skylight U-Factor ........................... 0.55 
Glazed fenestration SHGC ............ 0.40 
Fenestration air leakage ............. < 0.3 CFM/Sq Ft 
Air leakage not to exceed 3 ACH 

Ducts shall be sealed. Contractor may have 
envelope and ducts tested to demonstrate 
compliance. 
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Programmable thermostat should be 
set to heat no higher than 70 degree F 
and cool no lower than 78 degrees F 

75% of lamps shall be high efficacy 

* Water pipe insulation
required on hot water
recirculation systems and
mechanical piping only

1,500 SF or less - 4" dia. --{> with balancing damper and 
1,501 - 2,400 SF - 6" dia connected to return air or HVAC 
2,401 SF or more - 8" dia unit ahead of filter 

OPTIONAL 

Termite barrier 
installed per R318.3 

Rigid insulation, 
extend downward 
2'-0" 

REQUIRED




