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Department Source: Public Health and Human Services                          

To:  City Council 

From:  City Manager & Staff 

Council Meeting Date:  February 20, 2017 

Re: Amending Chapter 11 of the City Code Establishing a Prescription Drug Monitoring 

Program 

 

 

 

Staff has prepared, for Council consideration, an ordinance to amend Chapter 11 of the 

City Code to establish a prescription drug monitoring program.  

 

 

 

For more than a decade, the Missouri legislature has considered, and failed to adopt, a 

statewide prescription drug monitoring program (PDMP).  As a result, Missouri is the only state 

in the country without a system in place to identify potential abuse and misuse of Schedule 

II, III and IV narcotics, including opioids.   

 

On March 1, 2016, St. Louis County adopted an ordinance to establish a Prescription Drug 

Monitoring Program. The ordinance included language authorizing other counties and 

municipalities to join the St. Louis County PDMP.   

 

At the September 6, 2016 Columbia City Council meeting, Council requested that Public 

Health and Human Services and the Law Departments explore the feasibility of joining the St. 

Louis County PDMP and draft an ordinance for consideration. Staff has consulted extensively 

with St. Louis County Health Department since September.  Staff also presented information 

on the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program to the Board of Health on November 10, 

2016.  The Board of Health voted unanimously in support of the city and county joining the St. 

Louis County PDMP. 

 

Two stakeholder meetings for pharmacists and health care providers were held on February 

3 and February 6, 2017 to brief them on how the PDMP would work, what the requirements 

would be, and get their feedback on the proposed ordinance. Staff also accepted written 

comments from stakeholders. Feedback from stakeholders was in favor of establishing a 

PDMP at the local level in absence of a statewide program. 

 

St. Louis County has selected Appriss as the PDMP vendor.  Appriss has created a PDMP 

platform called PMP AWARxE. The PDMP will use the most current version of the national 

standards for transmission of pharmacy standards developed by the American Society for 

Automation in Pharmacy (ASAP).  The St. Louis program will begin testing data submission on 

March 27, 2017 with a go live date for users expected on April 25, 2017. 

 

Executive Summary 

Discussion 
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Mirroring the St. Louis County ordinance, the Columbia ordinance requires dispensers 

(pharmacies) to submit electronic data on Schedule II-IV drugs within seven business days of 

dispensing.  Information submitted will include: 

(a) The pharmacy’s DEA number; 

(b) The date of dispensation; 

 (c) If dispensed via a prescription, 

 

 (i) The prescription number or other unique identifier; 

 (II)  Whether the prescription is new or a re-fill; 

 (iii)  The prescriber’s DEA or NPI number; 

 (iv) The National Drug Code of the drug dispensed; 

 (v)  The quantity and dosage of the drug dispensed; 

 (vi)  An identifier for the patient to whom the drug was dispensed. 

 

Health care providers (prescribers), once registered as users, will have full access to the 

PDMP to view patient prescriptions and delegate user information.  When providers log on to 

the PDMP, they will see alerts about patients who have crossed certain threshold criteria (as 

established by the Technical Advisory Committee).  Providers can pull a prescription history 

on their patients.  There are no requirements for providers to use the PDMP.  Further, no data 

will be entered into the PDMP by providers. 

 

As a subscribing municipality, the Columbia/Boone County Department of Public Health & 

Human Services will receive quarterly reports with utilization and public health indicators.  The 

department will not receive any identifiable patient information or prescribing data. 

 

The annual cost to join the PDMP is $15,110.52. The prorated cost for 2017 is $11,332.89.  If the 

Columbia City Council approves the PDMP, there will be no cost to dispensers to submit data 

or providers who register to access data. If Council approves the ordinance, a separate user 

agreement is required and an appropriation for funding is necessary.  

 

To date, several jurisdictions including St. Louis City, St. Charles County, Jackson County, 

Kansas City, Independence, St. Genevieve County, and Cole County have adopted, or are 

in the process of finalizing, legislation to join the St. Louis County PDMP.  Other counties, 

including some in mid-Missouri, are also considering similar legislation. 

 

  

 

 

 

Short-Term Impact: $26,443.41 for prorated year one (2017) and full year two 2018. 

Long-Term Impact: $15,110.52 annually per year beyond the first two years. 

 

 

 

Vision Impacts:   

Fiscal Impact 

Vision & Strategic Plan Impact 

http://www.gocolumbiamo.com/CMS/vision/reports/visiongoals.php
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Primary Impact: Health, Social Services & Affordable Housing, Secondary Impact: Not 

Applicable, Tertiary Impact: Not Applicable 
 

Strategic Plan Impacts:   

Primary Impact: Not Applicable, Secondary Impact: Not Applicable, Tertiary Impact: Not 

Applicable   

 

Comprehensive Plan Impacts:   

Primary Impact: Not Applicable, Secondary Impact: Not applicable, Tertiary Impact: Not 

Applicable 

 

 

 

 

Date Action 

September 06, 2016 

 

 

 

November 10, 2016 

 

 

February 2 and 6, 

2016 

 

Council requested that Public Health and Human Services and 

the Law Departments explore the feasibility of joining the St. Louis 

County PDMP and draft an ordinance for consideration. 

 

The Board of Health voted unanimously in support of the city and 

county joining the St. Louis County PDMP. 

 

Stakeholder meetings for pharmacists and health care providers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If approved, staff recommends that this ordinance take effect upon passage. 
 

 

Legislative History 

Suggested Council Action 

http://www.gocolumbiamo.com/city-manager/
http://www.gocolumbiamo.com/community_development/comprehensive_plan/documents/ColumbiaImagined-FINAL.pdf
http://www.gocolumbiamo.com/community_development/comprehensive_plan/documents/ColumbiaImagined-FINAL.pdf

