
I believe the weed 
ordinance needs 
to be updated to 
allow for native 
plantings.

The weed 
ordinance 
should focus 
on landscape 
maintenance 
instead of the 
type of 
vegetation.

I believe the following requirements should be included in an update of 
the code.  Select all that apply. Please share additional comments on this issue. 

Yes Yes

Requirements to cut back vegetation greater than 12" on an annual basis., 
Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants., Prohibit 
the use of known invasive vegetation such as butterfly bush (Buddleia spp.), 
Callery/Bradford pear, burning bush (Euonymus alatus), wintercreeper 
(Euonymus fortunei), Japanese honeysuckle, etc. 

Code enforcers responsible for upholding this ordinance should be required to not only 
have extensive knowledge of the law but also training in plant identification and community 
ecology. The vegetation that surrounds us is our life line and how we manage that 
vegetation will determine the health of our ecosystem, which as your office has stated on its 
webpage "...ecosystems provide goods and services that we use everyday." The people 
enforcing a vegetation code should have a more formal education on plant communities to 
understand why some of us use native plants in our landscaping. 

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants. This is much needed.  Thank you!

Yes Unsure

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Unsure

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., 
Requirements to cut back vegetation greater than 12" on an annual basis., 
Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

These changes in this ordinance are extremely positive with foresight  toward 
environmental efforts which need to be sweeping the urban areas of our entire continent. 
Encouraging home owners to include all kinds of native vegetation on their properties can 
begin to bring about a renewed appreciation for our natural heritage and a better balance 
and health of every environmental issue. Limiting the percent garden to lawn ratio is not the 
issue. It is that the gardener knows what s/he is growing, and keeps it from being 'unkempt'  
with dead and invasive plants. I know someone with 80% native garden which looks like a 
botanical display. And it takes only 15 minutes of gasoline to mow the grass. Birds use 
native seed and dead plants for cover during the winter. However it is best for the garden if 
that dead growth is mowed in late February and left as part of the mulching system.

Yes Unsure

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Would the setback for vegetation taller than 12" include honeysuckle bushes going over the 
fence?
I think that setback from the front curb might be more logical than from property lines.  I 
don't see the necessity for backyards to have short edges around them, if the vegetation is 
native and not invasive or nuisance plants.

I would love to see invasive species removal, but it might be a lot to ask of every 
homeowner at this time.  On the other hand, perhaps the ordinance is only re-written every 
10 years, and that would be a long time to wait for more change.

If cut-back is required, it should be in late winter/early spring, to allow for wildlife uses, as 
well as a more interesting landscape.

Yes No

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Unsure

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., 
Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Unsure
Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.
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ordinance needs 
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I believe the following requirements should be included in an update of 
the code.  Select all that apply. Please share additional comments on this issue. 

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., 
Definitions of terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes 
including invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental 
plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes
Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Definitions of terms used to define compliant and non-compliant 
landscapes including invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and 
ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes
Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

The city should encourage citizens to use native plants and to cut down on the use of 
chemicals to preserve turf lawns.  Fertilizers and pesticides have a negative impact on the 
environment.  Citizen should also be discouraged from raking up their leaves.  Leaf litter 
provides winter habitat for birds and overwintering insects such as some butterflies and 
moths.  The city seems to allow developers free reign to build what they want because it's 
their property and we can't tell them what to do with it.  The same attitude should apply to 
people's yards as long as it's not a safety hazard.

Yes Yes

Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Anyone using 
herbicides and pesticides should be required to let neighbor's know ahead of 
time. There should be a buffer when spraying to prevent any spray from 
crossing property lines.

The city should encourage replacement of turf grasses with native plants. They use less 
water, chemicals and effort while providing habitat and environmental protection. Private 
land is crucial to wildlife protection since obviously most property is privately owned rather 
than public parks.

Considering that the city tends to let developers do whatever they want on their property 
even out of state developers that are taking actions that harm residents of Columbia, I think 
it is outrageous that the city even has and enforces a weed ordinance based on 
appearances.

Other (from question #3 in case I used too many characters): Anyone using herbicides and 
pesticides should be required to let neighbors know ahead of time. There should be a buffer 
when spraying to prevent any spray from crossing property lines. This is the policy in 
Madison, Wisconsin.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Some yards are very small (e.g. cul de sac with wooded sides or back yards and small 
patches where things other than trees are growing), so the percentage or yard and set-back 
regulations won't work.  Let's make room for native landscaping!

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants., Allow 
city update of landscapes to override HOA architectural review board control of 
landscaping so that established homes can take advantage of these changes.
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I believe the following requirements should be included in an update of 
the code.  Select all that apply. Please share additional comments on this issue. 

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Limit on the 
percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 12"., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., 
Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Yes Unsure

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Limit on the 
percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 12"., 
Requirements to cut back vegetation greater than 12" on an annual basis., 
Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

I live just outside the city limits, but I help with gardening at more than one public institution 
(a school and a church).  It would be appropriate for our city weed ordinance to be updated 
in relation to our current knowledge of healthful environmental principles.

Yes Yes
Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Yes Unsure

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., 
Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes
Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

I fully support the progressive movement toward allowing and defining the use of native 
plants in landscape and buffer plantings in the town of Columbia. Homeowners (or 
landowners) should have freedom to manage these plantings that allow them to select 
native species appropriate for their microenvironment and choose the multiple benefits of 
native establishments whether allowing to flower and produce seeds for pollinators and 
food for birds and beneficial insects or if the stand is managed more intensively so that 
vegetative residues are allowed on soil surface for purposes of improving soil chemical, 
physical and biological properties, which as pointed out help in managing and conserving 
water, reduce inputs of synthetic fertilizers and pesticides, and improve carbon 
sequestration as Columbia microenvironment likely contains higher CO2 content relative to 
the more rural areas outside of town.

Yes Unsure

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants., Allow 
supervised, controlled burning of native vegetaion with a permit

I appreciate the effort to update the "weed" ordinance to reflect current conservation efforts. 
Native vegetation in urban environments is important for numerous plant and animal 
species. I am not clear by what is meant by "focus on maintenance instead of vegetation 
type." I think it is important to let native vegetation overwinter and/or reach optimal seeding 
height, as long as there is no safety issue. 

Yes Yes
Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Native plants, regardless of height, should definitely be allowed in the home landscape.  
They not only provide beauty and interest, but are an important benefit to the area's 
ecology.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Yes Unsure

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.
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Yes Unsure

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

*Definition of "weeds" needs to be reconsidered. *Non-native ornamental vines, shrubs and 
trees can be invasive, eg. japanese honeysuckles, Euonymus (burning bush), amur 
maples,and autumn/Russian olive, Bradford pear, etc.  *Garbage certainly can be hidden 
behind/under ornamentals as well as non-natives.  *Height of non-native ornamentals as 
well as desirable native shrubs, grasses, and flora often exceed 12" and plant 
health/flowering could be compromised by regular pruning of that sort.  *The issue of odor 
is hard to assess:  your pleasant fragrence may be perceived by another as noxious.  *A 15 
foot wide "weed" free border seems unduly large, especially when combined with a 12 inch 
height restriction;  smaller yards or narrow yards are automatically totally restricted from a 
large array of otherwise positive plants (both native and non-native). 

Yes Unsure

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Limit on the 
percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 12"., 
Definitions of terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes 
including invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental 
plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Unsure

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

I appreciate the city's efforts to shift the emphasis away from "manicured" landscapes to 
spaces where birds and wildlife can thrive.

Yes Unsure

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., 
Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

We always removed the seed pods from the Common Milkweed raised to feed monarch 
butterfly caterpillars in our back yard. There was no lint to bother our neighbors. 

Yes Yes

Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms 
used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive 
species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Part of my property line borders a creek and maintenance of a setback would cause 
erosion and harm to the watershed. It is also very expensive and physically challenging to 
maintain noxious and invasive plants, and it is actually beneficial to provide habitat for mice, 
snakes, opposums, and other wildlife. Perhaps this ordinance needs to address riparian 
corridors and urban forests as an exemption as they are benefiting the community. I try to 
maintain poison ivy and other noxious plants but with large tracts of undeveloped land this 
may be impossible. Also this is a physical and economic hardship for senior citizens. It was 
estimated that it would cost me $4000.00 to eradicate bush honeysuckle on my property 
that I am not physically able to remove due to the size and then it would require expensive 
revegitation to prevent harm to the watershed. The ordinance that exists appears to be 
complaint driven, but if someone complains about urban forests, land trust properties, and 
riparian corridors it could be harmful to the environment to bring these areas into 
compliance. 

Yes Unsure

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

I believe that the proposed changes are both necessary and beneficial. The current one-
foot height limit in the weed ordinance doesn't account for the fact that almost all native 
prairie plants exceed that limit, often by multiple feet! The proposed revisions would finally 
recognize that there is a substantial difference between a managed native landscape and a 
neglected yard or vacant lot.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

many native plants have been unfairly treated as weeds.  Most are sturdy, drought resistant 
and add to the cityscape scene.  There is nothing magic about 12" high - review this.  
Grass- phooey!!!   Let go of the passion for high maintenance grass.  

Yes No

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Mo. has many edible, medicinal, and beautiful native plants that have been misnamed 
'weeds' and annialated in the past. Time to move on - Our landscapes don't have to be food 
desserts.

Yes Yes

Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms 
used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive 
species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Unsure

Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife. Use of native plants should be encouraged.   

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Prohibit 
noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow managed 
vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the year to 
provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.



I believe the weed 
ordinance needs 
to be updated to 
allow for native 
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ordinance 
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on landscape 
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I believe the following requirements should be included in an update of 
the code.  Select all that apply. Please share additional comments on this issue. 

Unsure Unsure
Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation.

Invasive honeysuckle needs to be removed. Also creeper weed. It's taking over a lot of the 
city.

Yes Yes

Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms 
used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive 
species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

I think these changes would be wonderful. Native plants are excellent sources of food and 
cover for birds, pollinators, and other wildlife. 

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes No
Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

As the Columbia metro area continues to spread, we are displacing habitat and food plants 
for native animals and insects;  this gives individual families a chance to counteract that on 
their own properties.  Furthermore, the use of native plants creates a sense of place, and 
allows children and adults to have a better sense of the natural world in which they live.  
The benefits of using less water, and reduced mowing (saving fuel and reducing noise 
pollution) are also important.  

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Definitions of terms used to define compliant and non-compliant 
landscapes including invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and 
ornamental plants., preserve line of sight for traffic

Yes No

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants., 
Educate about the appropriate use of chemicals including herbicides and 
pesticides. 

People that apply chemicals indiscriminately should be made accountable including  
landscaping businesses. They should be required training on the appropriate manage of 
chemicals and learn about Integrated Pest Management. This is the long run reduce the 
amount of contaminants that go to Columbia watersheds through creeks and their 
tributaries

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., 
Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants. This is LONG overdue.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Yes Unsure

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

We must allow for natives and ornamentals in the garden and front yard vegetable gardens. 
Grass and grass maintenance is not good for the environment. We are trying to support 
pollinators and the environment and getting cited, this is highly problematic. I highly support 
updates to the code.

Yes Yes
Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation.

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Limit on the 
percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 12"., 
Requirements to cut back vegetation greater than 12" on an annual basis., 
Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Definitions of terms used to define compliant and non-compliant 
landscapes including invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and 
ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.



I believe the weed 
ordinance needs 
to be updated to 
allow for native 
plantings.

The weed 
ordinance 
should focus 
on landscape 
maintenance 
instead of the 
type of 
vegetation.

I believe the following requirements should be included in an update of 
the code.  Select all that apply. Please share additional comments on this issue. 

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

I also believe the use of controlled burning to maintain native vegetation should be allowed 
within city limits, provided appropriate guidelines and/or permits are followed.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Given the interest - as well as critical need - for including native host plants in developed 
landscapes in efforts to boost declining habitats for monarchs, bees, moths and other 
species that have suffered real population drops in recent years, this revision seems 
overdue.  Since changes to ordinances take time and effort, is there any interest in or way 
to actually incentivize including natives as part of required landscaped/screening planting 
plans as part of this revision?

Yes Unsure

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

This would be a huge improvement and consistent with other city initiatives including the 
CoMo Wild Yards program.  I am hugely in favor.  It is the right thing for the environment 
and the right thing for our community.

Yes Unsure

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Thank you for this opportunity to give feedback! Ideally the city will also allocate resources 
towards adequate training of city staff in understanding any changes that are made to the 
ordinance, and how they should be enforced.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

 I think it is important to allow home owners to manage their landscapes for wildlife and 
produce. We enjoy having birds butterflies and other native animals visit our yard. We also 
enjoy having Many edible plants growing in our yard. It’s good for the conservation of soil 
water native plants and animals and people to allow native plants and vegetables to be 
grown at heights higher than 12 inches.

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., 
Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants., safety 
issues such as obstructing vision of traffic, etc

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

We have a sizable native wildflower garden that complies with what would be the new 
ordinance. We regularly receive compliments from neighbors and passersby (we're in a 
bike/pedestrian commuter corridor), and we enjoy the wildlife that benefit from our 
plantings. We hope the city agrees!

Yes Yes

Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms 
used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive 
species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants., I think 
native vegetation should be allowed to grow above the 12" limit.

Yes Yes

Requirements to cut back vegetation greater than 12" on an annual basis., 
Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

I believe the weed ordinance should be updated to allow for wide latitude in establishing 
and maintaining native vegetation in yards and or flower beds.

Yes Yes

Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms 
used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive 
species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes No

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.



I believe the weed 
ordinance needs 
to be updated to 
allow for native 
plantings.

The weed 
ordinance 
should focus 
on landscape 
maintenance 
instead of the 
type of 
vegetation.

I believe the following requirements should be included in an update of 
the code.  Select all that apply. Please share additional comments on this issue. 

No Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., 
Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., 
Definitions of terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes 
including invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental 
plants.

It is unfortunate that there are people who would take advantage of this change...there are 
many who take advantage of the system now and allow their yards to get out of control with 
“native” landscape. As a conservationist by college degree, I have mixed feelings about it. 
Most people would get behind this change without considering the negative downside of 
people who let this get out of control. Native insects are great when we imagine beautiful 
butterfly’s and honeybees, but reality is overgrown vegetation (even native plants) in 
residential areas harbor not-so-wanted native insects like mosquitoes, termites, fleas, and 
carpenter ants. And though I have no problem with other natives like spiders, mice, and 
snakes many “city folk” don’t appreciate them. I guess I land in the, “sounds great, but 
reality of it isn’t so great” camp. Currently the city isn’t going to bother you with the current 
ordnance for small, well-maintained native landscapes so I personally don’t see the need 
for the change.

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., 
Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

My neighbors use their front yard for native plantings and they have been activists on this 
issue.  However, their property is on a particularly sharp curve in a hilly neighborhood with 
no sidewalks.  During the growing season, the tall native plantings in their yard come right 
up to the curb.  They obscure the view around the curve that is visible during the rest of the 
year.  For the growing season, their tall native plants make their property a blind curve that 
is dangerous for pedestrians and drivers.  
I strongly support the refocusing of the ordinance to landscape maintenance from mere 
"weed control" while also speaking specifically about the issue of noxious and invasive 
plants.  I believe that definitions of these types of plants should be included, but the code 
should not list actual types or species of these plants and should leave that up to the Dept 
of Conservation so that we as a community can crack down on new infestations when 
necessary.
However, I also strongly support a wide setback at property lines.  At least two feet (more!) 
should be provided at curbs (especially where no sidewalks exist).  This would allow more 
visibility for a blind curve.  It would also allow people to park and exit cars on the right side 
of the street, and also allow pedestrians to have a safe place to jump when cars are 
careening down streets like Formula One drivers.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

There should be limits on what chemicals residents or landscape companies can use on 
their lawns in order to prevent intrusion onto neighbors lawns who are trying to remain 
chemical free

Yes Yes
Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Residents should be allowed to grow native plants and trees that are beautiful,
support pollinators and other wildlife, help with storm water runoff and do not require 
excessive watering or chemicals to survive.

Yes No

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Definitions of terms used to define compliant and non-compliant 
landscapes including invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and 
ornamental plants.

Unsure

The ordinance should be followed on property owned or controlled by the the 
City of Columbia and no action should be taken against private property until 
ALL city properties are in compliance.

Yes Yes

Limit on the percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 
12"., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms 
used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive 
species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture.

Yes Yes
Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

No Yes
I believe no change is needed in the ordinance., Loosing sight of the original 
reason for the weed ordinance.

This ordinance came about as a health and safety issue.  Any 12 inch ground cover, native 
of not, will harbor disease carrying vermin  as well as be a fuel source that can allow fires to 
easily spread from one structure to another.  Having personally investigated hundreds of 
vermin calls concerning overgrown (12 inch vegetation) yards, I almost always found 
vermin and other feral animals residing in yards with tall grassed.   I was my experience 
that the push to have unregulated native grasses was always a ploy by certain citizens to 
not have to cut their properties.   The proposed changes could easily encourage landlords 
to replant their properties to native grasses to avoid large reoccurring ,mowing costs.  
Would not East Campus look great with a bunch of overgrown properties and no remedies.  
Or will any update regulate rentals, but not owner occupied. 
Had to leave Columbia because of all the "progressive"  changes which too often lead to 
intrusive, negative, unintended, consequences. 

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

I support the use of native plants in managed landscapes, because of the benefits to 
insects, birds and animals, as well as the reduced need for watering, fertilizing, storm water 
controls, pesticide use and mowing in these landscapes.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Provide 
incentives for planting and maintaining pollinator gardens within the city.

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., 
Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

It's fine with me to have native plantings as long as it doesn't look like an unkept yard.  I 
think it will be hard to judge the percent of vegetation that was in the front or back yard and 
difficult to enforce.  If native plantings are done/maintained poorly, it will decrease the 
property value in the neighborhood.  

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Limit on the 
percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 12"., 
Requirements to cut back vegetation greater than 12" on an annual basis., 
Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants., an 
enforcement mechanism for repeat offenders 



I believe the weed 
ordinance needs 
to be updated to 
allow for native 
plantings.

The weed 
ordinance 
should focus 
on landscape 
maintenance 
instead of the 
type of 
vegetation.

I believe the following requirements should be included in an update of 
the code.  Select all that apply. Please share additional comments on this issue. 

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., 
Requirements to cut back vegetation greater than 12" on an annual basis., 
Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture.

No No I believe no change is needed in the ordinance.

unbelievable that city council and certain members/groups of Columbia are spending time 
on this issue when we have roads in horrible condition, lack the police force we need that is 
going unaddressed! 

No Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture.

Yes Yes

Limit on the percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 
12"., Requirements to cut back vegetation greater than 12" on an annual basis., 
Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Unsure
Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Unsure No

I believe no change is needed in the ordinance., Setback distance for vegetation 
taller than 12" from property lines., The problem I have with the ordinance is the 
city and some large contractors seem to be exempt. This is unfair. 

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Limit on the 
percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 12"., 
Requirements to cut back vegetation greater than 12" on an annual basis., 
Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants., The 12" 
rule needs to be maintained regardless of plant species when used in road 
medians, roundabouts and within 12 feet of the borders of any roads.

As noted in "Other", think about how such plants and their related heights need to be 
minimized along roads and within roundabouts and medians.

Yes Unsure
Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation. Quit meddling with private property and get the violent criminals of this community in prison!

No Yes I believe no change is needed in the ordinance.

Consider the time which will be required of city staff to investigate complaints from 
residents.  Some homeowners will just allow weeds to grow and then claim the weeds 
comply with the "new" ordinance, when in reality, they do not.  I recommend we leave the 
current ordinance in place and unchanged.  Save city staff from spending a lot of time 
chasing additional complaints which will arise.

Thanks for the opportunity to comment. 
No Yes

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Unsure

Limit on the percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 
12"., Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

I believe that small areas of a yard should be allowed to be not maintained to provide a 
natural habitat. This does not mean the whole yard but a planned area. Disturbance of the 
area could decrease the likelihood of usage as a habitat.

Mice (and non poisonous snakes) are an important part of the ecosystem and birds diet. I 
don't want them in my house or overrunning the yard but they are necessary.

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Limit on the 
percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 12"., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., 
Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

No Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Limit on the 
percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 12"., 
Requirements to cut back vegetation greater than 12" on an annual basis.

Yes Unsure

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Unsure Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., 
Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

No Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., 
Requirements to cut back vegetation greater than 12" on an annual basis., 
Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.



I believe the weed 
ordinance needs 
to be updated to 
allow for native 
plantings.

The weed 
ordinance 
should focus 
on landscape 
maintenance 
instead of the 
type of 
vegetation.

I believe the following requirements should be included in an update of 
the code.  Select all that apply. Please share additional comments on this issue. 

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Native plants encourage and sustain a greater diversity of wildlife, both during the growing 
cycle and when left standing to overwinter. Further, native plants conserve water resources. 
Thanks to the city staff who recognize the importance of native plants and who researched 
and presented their findings to the city council.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

No Yes

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

I support the concept of the revision. My concerns are that 1) a property owner who is 
sincerely trying to convert to natives may still have lots of "weeds" mixed in, especially in 
the first few years, and thus may be held in violation, 2) negligent property owners may use 
this as a justification for poor property maintenance. it may make it hard for city staff who 
are trying to evaluate and enforce.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

I wholeheartedly support your effort to allow for native landscapes in our urban gardens. As 
you describe in your comments, having more native plants will be of benefit in so many 
different ways. Thank you for your work!

No Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Limit on the 
percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 12"., 
Requirements to cut back vegetation greater than 12" on an annual basis., 
Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., How about dead trees. Please check the west side and south side of 104 Parkade Blvd. Thank you

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes No

Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

We should change the weed ordinance to prohibit certain ornamental plants that are known 
to be invasive (similar to the new ordinance approved by Maryland Heights, MO). Native 
plantings should be allowed and encouraged if maintained. The maintenance of native 
plantings should be focused on containment and well-defined boundaries rather than the 
height or dormant appearance of the plants. Native plants that are also considered invasive 
should be permitted, but non-native invasive species should be prohibited.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms 
used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive 
species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants. Back off and focus on infrastructure.

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., 
Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Missouri's native plant species will provide habitat, nesting sites and food sources for 
Missouri's native wildlife including birds and pollinators.  It should be encouraged not 
discouraged

Yes Unsure

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Prohibit 
noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow managed 
vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the year to 
provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

I am concerned that requirements to rid one's property of invasive vegetation, poison oak, 
etc. are not currently well communicated to individuals buying property.  Eradication can be 
labor intensive and costly, as has been my own experience since buying a home that 
borders County House Branch Creek. If the city wishes to control invasive and undesirable 
vegetation, the approach ought to be to provide greater support for these efforts as 
opposed to using punitive measures.  

Yes No

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

I believe native plants should rise in usage as there are extreme benefits for soil and small 
animals that are already being driven out of habitats due to urban and commercial 
development. While i believe someone should be able to have all of these options, it needs 
to be in a controlled manor so that someone just does not grow a jungle of "weeds". I 
believe a change is needed and this is a step in the right direction 

Yes Unsure

Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms 
used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive 
species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.



I believe the weed 
ordinance needs 
to be updated to 
allow for native 
plantings.

The weed 
ordinance 
should focus 
on landscape 
maintenance 
instead of the 
type of 
vegetation.

I believe the following requirements should be included in an update of 
the code.  Select all that apply. Please share additional comments on this issue. 

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Limit on the 
percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 12"., 
Requirements to cut back vegetation greater than 12" on an annual basis., 
Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., 
Definitions of terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes 
including invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental 
plants.

Native wildflowers should be encouraged as long as they are properly maintained.  And all 
vegetation, whether native or non-native should be maintained properly. Certainly invasive 
non-native vegetation should be controlled. 

And the City should not promote invasives.  A few years ago I noticed that the Water and 
Light Department was promoting (and giving away seedlings) of Bradford pears, an alien 
invasive which is now spreading in the Forum Nature Area. I don't know if Water & Light still 
does this.

Native and non-native vegetation should be maintained so that it is not spreading in such a 
way that it is blocking sidewalks. In our neighborhood there are several non-native shrubs 
and clumps of giant non-native grasses blocking the sidewalks.

Yes Unsure

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

I wasn't sure what the USDA considers a noxious weed or if that list is free of desirable 
Missouri natives. Thank you for taking a look at the current ordinance. 

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Definitions of terms used to define compliant and non-compliant 
landscapes including invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and 
ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

This is an evidence-based common sense update that can over time reduce pesticide use, 
water use, and fertilizer runoff/stream pollution in Columbia.  By promoting use of plants 
that sustain native pollinators including bees it will improve pollination for backyard 
gardeners and urban farmers.  It aligns well with public education through CPS, MDC and 
MU programs (Bee friendly campus USA; CPS removal of invasive honeysuckle...).  This is 
a forward thinking plan in line with Columbia's vision as a "green" sustainable city.  I 
applaud the city for considering this change to the weed ordinance and encourage them to 
adopt the changes as noted above.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Definitions of terms used to define compliant and non-compliant 
landscapes including invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and 
ornamental plants.

No Yes I believe no change is needed in the ordinance.

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants. Current code would label a tomato plant a weed! Unacceptable.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Definitions of terms used to define compliant and non-compliant 
landscapes including invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and 
ornamental plants.

Yes Yes
Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Unsure

Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

No No I believe no change is needed in the ordinance.



I believe the weed 
ordinance needs 
to be updated to 
allow for native 
plantings.

The weed 
ordinance 
should focus 
on landscape 
maintenance 
instead of the 
type of 
vegetation.

I believe the following requirements should be included in an update of 
the code.  Select all that apply. Please share additional comments on this issue. 

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms 
used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive 
species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

If restrictions are prohibited ("Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife"), but it does not include 
what species are or are not allowed, then it may be difficult for the enforcement agents to 
know whether or not the vegetation will "provide food and habitat for wildlife".  

Since native plants usually provide these benefits (with the exception of a native plant that 
is planted out-of-place and become aggressive, e.g., goldenrod or river oats), it's much 
easier to amend the rule to allow native vegetation to grow and go to seed, without trying to 
have the enforcement agent try and figure out whether "food and habitat" are being 
provided.  In general, it's easier to identify species than determine a plant's effect on 
wildlife.

No No

I believe no change is needed in the ordinance., Control invasive vegetation as 
listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as 
listed by the US Department of Agriculture.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

I am happy that the City of Columbia is working to update this ordinance so that the work 
the Office of Sustainability is doing on native plants will be valued and better understood.  I 
would LOVE to see more public education for residents about native vs. nonnative plants, 
as well as education about differences between noxious weeds/invasive species and native 
plants.  

Yes Yes
Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Unsure Unsure

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Prohibit 
noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow managed 
vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the year to 
provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants., Define what a front or back yard is.  
The back of my property is forested and steep, almost like a cliff.  Surely I 
wouldn’t be required to hang from ropes, cutting back poison ivy vine in such 
areas.  

This survey is way too simplistic for such a complex issue.  Please do more education and 
opportunity for public comment before moving forward.

Yes Yes
Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Yes No

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., 
Requirements to cut back vegetation greater than 12" on an annual basis., 
Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Limit on the 
percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 12"., 
Requirements to cut back vegetation greater than 12" on an annual basis., 
Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., 
Definitions of terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes 
including invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental 
plants., There is a house on Lynnwood Dr where the front yard is fenced with 
netting and the yard area has gone native .   It looks terrible , in the winter just a 
bunch of dead looking tall weeds , in the growing season just a mess of green 
stuff. This type of free growth area needs should not be permitted in a residental  
area

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants., 
Setback vegetation only where it may inhibit vision (street corners) 

I think Columbia citizens should be encouraged to plant more native Missouri species and 
that planting of non-native species should be discouraged 

Yes Yes

Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms 
used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive 
species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., 
Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

The revised weed ordinance will allow for more opportunity to promote community 
conservation among Columbia residents and provide improved habitat for Missouri's native 
wildlife.

Yes Unsure

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Limit on the 
percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 12"., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., 
Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

I am somewhat familiar with the native plant issue after attending a seminar last year and I 
am still learning to appreciate them. I can see how some people might misinterpret newer 
regulations and neglect taking care of their yards- what is a weed for me might be a native 
for my neighbor, who is to decide? Tall grasssed can bring rodents and snakes closer to 
houses and I am not ready yet for that kind of coexistence. There will be also increased 
risks for fires during summer with all kinds of dry grasses in backyards and even front 
yards, besides the need to burn them in the fall, as I understood might be the practice. 
Perhaps limiting native plants to borders or raised beds would be a good start. Salute the 
initiative, but please update wisely.

Yes No

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Limit on the 
percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 12"., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., 
Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.



I believe the weed 
ordinance needs 
to be updated to 
allow for native 
plantings.

The weed 
ordinance 
should focus 
on landscape 
maintenance 
instead of the 
type of 
vegetation.

I believe the following requirements should be included in an update of 
the code.  Select all that apply. Please share additional comments on this issue. 

No Yes

Limit on the percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 
12"., Requirements to cut back vegetation greater than 12" on an annual basis., 
Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture.

THERE NEEDS TO BE FOLLOW UP TO COMPLAINTS.  I filed a complaint, she mowed a 
portion of her front yard.  The back yard was left completely untouched.  She has weeds 
growing around her entire house that are taller than I am as well as a shed that is about to 
fall in on itself and a brush pile in her driveway over 5' high that has been there for 2+ 
years.  There are RODENTS and SNAKES that are thriving over there and it is not safe for 
my CHILD to play in her own back yard.  

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Definitions of terms used to define compliant and non-compliant 
landscapes including invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and 
ornamental plants., City needs to ensure city maintained lanscaping is also 
maintained.

 Noxious and prohibited weeds are defined by the Missouri Department of Agriculture, not 
the USDA. Each state reports their listed noxious weeds to the USDA.

Unsure Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Limit on the 
percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 12"., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., 
Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., 
Definitions of terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes 
including invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental 
plants.

Control of vacant lots/areas is vital in preventing spread of undesirable weeds (ex; Foxtail). 
We have a corner area (Rainbow Trout Dr and Louisville Dr, north corner) that is not being 
maintained by renter/owner 5000 Whitefish Ct. According to plat...this home owns the 
corner. Adjust rules to prevent this from happening. Appearance is horrible when compared 
to adjoining (maintained) lots. Plus there is construction debris on lot. Just horrible 
appearance.

No Yes

Limit on the percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 
12"., Requirements to cut back vegetation greater than 12" on an annual basis., 
Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture.

I have contacted the City numerous times since 2013 when we moved to The  Vineyards on 
Rollings Hills Road about the median south of the roundabout on Highway WW in regard to 
the maintenance...or, I should say, lack thereof.  The first year my husband cut down the 
weeds himself several times.  Since then, when the weeds exceed 12", I contact the City 
about the violation of their own ordinance, and eventually the weeds are mowed.  Because 
the weeds are always so tall, all of the cuttings are left on both sides of the median in the 
street.  Unsightly...but at least mowed.  If you the City is going to do anything with the 
median in regard to putting in any plants, they must put down a reliable plastic weed barrier 
and have someone who is willing to pull the weeds on a regular basis as it has been my 
experience that the weeds will come through the barrier anyway in places.  As a resident of 
that area, I would prefer that the median be bricked or covered in concrete or black top.  
That is the only way it is going to look nice for area residents and the new elementary 
school.  There is an immense amount of traffic on Rolling Hills that sees that median every 
day, and that will only increase when the school is in session starting in August 2018.  I 
would think the City would want it to be presentable.  It is too large of an area to be 
maintained by a volunteer and too dangerous.  Also, there is no water available.  Thank you 
for your consideration of my comments.  Mary Linda McKenzie, 2104 Bates Creek Drive.

No Yes

I believe no change is needed in the ordinance., A change in the ordinance 
would encourage absent or negligent homeowners to allow over growth causing 
unsitely lots in neighborhoods and hazardous obstruction of oncoming traffic at 
intersections.  We have experienced this many times in the past few years and 
highly oppose an ordinance change.

The Methodist church office on Mexico gravel has "native plantings"  The lovely building is 
surrounded by unsitely overgrowth.  This is not attractive or acceptable inside city limits.  
The well manicured grounds of the professional buildings close by are a sharp contrast to 
this.  This is what makes our city more attractive to visitors who may one move to Columbia 
as we did 15 years ago.

No Yes I believe no change is needed in the ordinance.

The Methodist church office on Mexico gravel has "native plantings"  The lovely building is 
surrounded by unsitely overgrowth.  This is not attractive or acceptable inside city limits.  
The well manicured grounds of the professional buildings close by are a sharp contrast to 
this.  This is what makes our city more attractive to visitors who may one move to Columbia 
as we did 15 years ago.

No No I believe no change is needed in the ordinance.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Native plants provide habitat, shelter, food and lifecycle requirements for many insects and 
wildlife. Specifically, pollinators benefit from natives. Seeing as pollinator populations have 
declined over the years due to habitat loss (among other factors), it makes sense to allow 
habitat in urban areas within the City of Columbia. Most people interested in native plants 
understand this relationship and understand the maintenance. This would be a wonderful 
opportunity for the City of Columbia and partners to educate the public about the 
importance of natives. Sustain Mizzou, an influential student-run 501(c)3 at the University 
of Missouri, also fully backs this issue considering the members interest and advocacy for 
bees and other pollinators in recent years. 

Yes Unsure

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Yes Yes
Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Native plants are so important. Lawns do not provide food neither for humans nor for fauna, 
they only require pesticides and too much water in order to grow. 

Yes Yes
Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

inches, no problem.  They are often drought resistant, give food to birds, and look pretty in 
the winter.  Reduce the amt of water used to maintain what is considered the normal 
American lawn

Yes Unsure

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Native landscapes provide a multitude of benefits that are sorely needed in the world right 
now. In addition to the benefits of water and pesticide use reductions, standing native plant 
landscapes provide vital pockets of shelter for many species of animals and insects that are 
required for the continued functions of life on earth. We must not create lawn "desserts" 
that deprive important natural fauna the ability to survive for large swaths of land throughout 
the city. Please change the ordinance however it is necessary to allow homeowners and 
residents to create and sustain native landscapes.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.



I believe the weed 
ordinance needs 
to be updated to 
allow for native 
plantings.

The weed 
ordinance 
should focus 
on landscape 
maintenance 
instead of the 
type of 
vegetation.

I believe the following requirements should be included in an update of 
the code.  Select all that apply. Please share additional comments on this issue. 

Yes No

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

It would be great to have someone who is knowledgeable about xeriscaping and natural 
landscaping in cities advising on this question.

Yes No

Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Many native plants mature taller than 12", but still provide beneficial food sources for birds, 
retain soil, and beautify lawns. Perhaps we should also focus on eliminating non-beneficial 
plants that are currently allowed, such as bradford pear trees.

Yes Yes

Limit on the percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 
12"., Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Yes Yes Seems like a good idea (to allow native plants).

Yes Unsure

Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Yes No

Yes Yes

Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms 
used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive 
species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., The existing weed ordinance needs to be enforced.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

The current standards are not sustainable, can deteriorate the condition of the land, 
discourage growth of native plants and wildlife, and deplete clean water resources. 
Encouraging native growth instead of artificially manicured lawns will benefit the community 
and environment in many ways. 

Yes Yes

Yes Unsure

Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms 
used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive 
species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Limit on the 
percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 12"., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., 
Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes
Stop using Roundup and other chemicals where children play. If using put signs up where 
children play 

Yes Unsure

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., 
Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

The inclusion of overly specific definitions seems like it may present more challenges than 
solutions as that seems like it could be a very long list and require horticultural expertise 
that most people, myself included, lack. It seems that there is a clear, discernable 
difference between a lawn that is overgrown with whatever seed has blown into it and a 
lawn that has been planted with native species. 

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Over 80% of native insect species require native host plants to complete their life cycle. 
From butterflies and bees, moths to cicadas, much of Missouri culture is grounded in this 
beauty. Additionally,  these insect populations support the bats, birds, skink lizards, garter 
snakes and more. The urban landscape Needs the plants that are the carbon-capturing, 
water-filtering foundation of all this Life!! My kids need it, and I need it. Thank you. 

Yes Yes
Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Native Vegatation and specifically the use of pollinator and foid producing 
species should be encouraged. City suggestions may be helpful. Discourage the 
use of Gyphosate based chemical control.

Promotion of 'ornamentals' benefits no one. The native pollinator species provide more 
benefit and sustainability long term. Would love to see city programs encouraging butterfly 
garden planting and showing us how to be good hosts for important pollinators. The current 
ordinance is concerning because it seems to specifically discourage this in favor of a 
monoculture or 'ornamental' species which also indirectly encourages the use of known 
toxic and cancer concerning chemicals such as glimpses found in Roundup.



I believe the weed 
ordinance needs 
to be updated to 
allow for native 
plantings.

The weed 
ordinance 
should focus 
on landscape 
maintenance 
instead of the 
type of 
vegetation.

I believe the following requirements should be included in an update of 
the code.  Select all that apply. Please share additional comments on this issue. 

Unsure Unsure

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Limit on the 
percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 12"., 
Requirements to cut back vegetation greater than 12" on an annual basis., 
Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture.

I have three concerns. 
(1) Does the cost of enforcement outweigh the perceived benefits? Is this another person 
on the city roster or will existing personnel handle the complaints? Who is responsible for 
"fixing" a problem? What if the landowner is deadbeat; then who is responsible? 

(2) How do you address the concern of depreciating land value for homes adjacent to 
overgrown lots? I reviewed the presentations, and honestly I think some of the lots shown 
as compliant were unsightly. I can just see one  curmudgeonly neighbor who keeps a 
suburban 1950-style lawn adjacent to another curmudgeonly neighbor who keeps a 
predominantly native lawn; this ends badly for all parties. The "greater than 90% of land 
space" provision is dangerous. Throughout much of the city, there exists a minimum green 
space requirement of just 15%. While this sounds like it could be a lot, a quick drive down 
Ash Street just west of Garth Ave. will demonstrate what 15% really looks like (I'm thinking 
of the 4 quad-plexes on the north side of Ash). What I'm getting at is this: 90% natural 
vegetation is so much, why bother saying it at all. Any lot with 90% of it's green space 
covered in natural plants is going to have things growing into the house, under the siding, 
over the setback, etc. It will no longer be managed because it will become unmanageable. 
90% --> 75% with side, front and rear setbacks. 

(3) The insertion of ornamental plants bothers me. Bradford pear trees are ornamental, but 
also aggressively invasive; despite the fact that they are aggressive, they are still widely 
planted and offered for sale at home centers. Who interprets the rules regarding what is 
ornamental and what is considered aggressive? If this ordinance is about native plantings 
that are beneficial to the local environment, then where do ornamental plantings fit into this 
paradigm?

A final question is whether these rules would be applied retroactively? If, for instance, we 
correctly redefine Bradford pear trees as invasive non-native species, will we require that all 
Bradford pear trees be cut down? I am merely using the Bradford pear tree as a proxy for 
all ornamental invasive species.

I appreciate the suggestion of increased definition in the proposed changes. The recent 
Unified Development Code was a milestone in Columbia's history, and the major feature of 
this UDC was a comprehensive set of definitions.

Yes Yes

Yes No

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

I live in Columbia, have native plantings in my yard (though in a flower bed setting) and 
work part-time at Missouri Wildflowers Nursery near Jeff City. I am in support of the revised 
ordinance to allow for native plantings.

However, I worry about any heightened crackdown on unmanaged turf grass, invasives, 
nuisnace plants or noxious weeds. While I'm no fan of the existence of nuisance/noxious 
plants, they can be difficult or expensive to control. And I certainly wouldn't like to see 
increased scrutiny on renters who have agreed with their landlord to cut property grass. 
Landlords/property owners need to take care of nuisance/noxious vegetation and not leave 
it to renters. 

Thank you.

Yes Yes

Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

I've left the sunflower, sunchoke, yucca, gray coneflower, and other stems over winter three 
years in a row now.  I clear them out in spring.  What I've seen is that many types of birds 
land upon the stems and peck into them for bugs, I assume--they're riddled with beak-
holes.  This tells me that a variety of birdlife depends on this source of brown, "unsightly" 
tall plant-stem material for winter survival.  I can't speak for others, but I greatly enjoy 
knowing that my yard makes life easier for the songbirds that I enjoy throughout the year.  I 
support their survival, and I'd like for that to be officially acceptable in my city.  Thank you. 

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms 
used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive 
species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Yes Yes
Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

I strongly encourage an allowance to plant native grasses and flowers which exceed the 
current 12 inch limit for the betterment of the ecosystem and for the benefit of pollinators.  
Moreover, native grasses have a highly developed root system which is better at 
sequestering runoff and keeping it in the soil rather than allowing it to run off into the storm 
sewer system.

Yes Unsure

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes No

Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms 
used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive 
species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants. I think it also should include food producing plants in addition to natives. 

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

I strongly support the update of our city's weed ordinance to allow for the use of Missouri 
native plants in home and commercial landscapes and stormwater control structures.

Yes Unsure

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

I am interested to know how stable over time are definitions of native/invasive plants by the 
agencies cited.



I believe the weed 
ordinance needs 
to be updated to 
allow for native 
plantings.

The weed 
ordinance 
should focus 
on landscape 
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I believe the following requirements should be included in an update of 
the code.  Select all that apply. Please share additional comments on this issue. 

Yes Unsure

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Unsure

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Unsure

Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Unsure

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Prohibit 
noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow managed 
vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the year to 
provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants., Letting growth winter-over for 
habitat is a priority for me.

No Yes
Limit on the percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 
12"., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture.

Yes Yes

Limit on the percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 
12"., Requirements to cut back vegetation greater than 12" on an annual basis., 
Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants. Height should be lowered to 6"

Yes Unsure

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes
Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Thank you for trying to figure out how to make more sustainable, ecologically-sound, and 
healthy urban green spaces!

Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

The Greenbelt Land Trust of Mid-Missouri is in favor of updating the code to allow for native 
plants.

Yes Yes

Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., make allowances for yards/ green 
spaces that are managed to provide food, habitat, water conservation/ 
management, and beauty.

Yes Yes Y’all just stupid with all these ordinances
No I believe no change is needed in the ordinance.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

You need to actually enforce current code. J was told code is too difficult to enforce, that 
telling the landlord next door to clean up his yard would mean you would have to tell a 
bunch of people to clean their yards. Seriously, your office gave me the rationale that code 
is currently to hard to enforce. What kind of crazy are you to make it MORE complicated?

Yes No

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Limit on the 
percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 12"., 
Requirements to cut back vegetation greater than 12" on an annual basis., 
Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Limit on the 
percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 12"., 
Requirements to cut back vegetation greater than 12" on an annual basis., 
Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

I'm unsure about the fact of limiting a percentage for front or back yard what can include 
vegetation taller than 12". In the article I read online, only 2% of complaints involved native 
plants. If I could see examples of these yards, I would then be able to make a better 
judgement on limiting the overall percentage of a front or back yard that has vegetation 
taller than 12".

I would also like to see an example of the suggested revision "Allowing for native or 
ornamental landscapes that exceed 90% of the landscape area provided that there is a 
buffer or border along the property line."

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Definitions of terms used to define compliant and non-compliant 
landscapes including invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and 
ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

A change in the weed ordinance is long overdue.  Use of native plants should be 
encouraged as they are less water-intensive and easier to maintain.  Please make changes 
to support natives!

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Should be 
allowed for commercial/industrial/residental



I believe the weed 
ordinance needs 
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I believe the following requirements should be included in an update of 
the code.  Select all that apply. Please share additional comments on this issue. 

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife. I support the recommended changes in the weed ordinance.

Yes Unsure

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

I was amazed to find that native plants are "weeds." Thank you for much needed updating. 
I hope the change in the ordinance will also educate homeowners on their need to remove 
bush honeysuckle and winter creeper from their properties.

Unsure No

Limit on the percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 
12"., Requirements to cut back vegetation greater than 12" on an annual basis., 
Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Definitions of terms used to define compliant and non-compliant 
landscapes including invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and 
ornamental plants., registry of addresses participating. a method of inspection to 
prevent abuse of the changes.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Limit on the 
percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 12"., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., 
Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., I definitely think invasive vegetation 
should be included.  My neighbor's backyard has NO grass , it's just a very 
invasive ground cover (creeping charlie) that I constantly battle to keep out of 
my yard.

No No I believe no change is needed in the ordinance.
Ordinances should be enforced, as is, to prevent vermin habitation. People use this as a 
reason to not mow their yards.

No No I believe no change is needed in the ordinance.
Ordinances should be enforced, as is, to prevent vermin habitation. People use this as a 
reason to not mow their yards.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

The Green Sanctuary Group of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Committed strongly 
supports changing the ordinances to permit( or promote) native plants. They church has 
been incorporating natives in it landscape for several years, to provide habitat for native 
species of insects, birds and other animals- part of our belief in the importance of the inter 
connected wed of all living things.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Definitions of terms used to define compliant and non-compliant 
landscapes including invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and 
ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., 
Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

I am a landscaper and have long advocated natives for the obvious benefits to birds, 
insects, adaptation to climate, etc. I advocated a clear definition of maintained (managed) 
and just neglected. (Good luck). I suppose it would include a broad grey area.

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Limit on the 
percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 12"., 
Requirements to cut back vegetation greater than 12" on an annual basis., 
Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms used to define 
compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive species, nuisance 
plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes No

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms 
used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive 
species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

I would like to see more leeway given to low income disabled home owners who are not 
able to keep their yards 100 % up to code 100 % of the time. My disabilities is exacerbated 
by cool wet weather. I will get back out there and get back to work once things are warmer 
and dryer 

Yes No

Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist 
throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of terms 
used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including invasive 
species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.



I believe the weed 
ordinance needs 
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I believe the following requirements should be included in an update of 
the code.  Select all that apply. Please share additional comments on this issue. 

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife. Be more permission as long as it is maintained.

Yes Unsure

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Definitions of terms used to define compliant and non-compliant 
landscapes including invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and 
ornamental plants.

May need a list of allowed natives and/or excluded weds.(If people have natives taller than 
12'', they're going to have to weed it off the notious problems. It should not be an excuse to 
just grow your lawn to tall.)

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

No No I believe no change is needed in the ordinance.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture.

Staff is suggesting I must keep a buffer while others are allowed to spray herbicides and 
pesticides up to property line.
Not sure you can legally define "managed landscape" without disadvantages to low income 
and handicapped people. And this is just going to be subjective judgement any time. 

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

The city now requires the catch basin for water run off on commercial projects. Most yards 
with natural vegetation is by far no worse to look at than those set up. 

Yes Yes

Setback distance for vegetation taller than 12" from property lines., Limit on the 
percent of front or back yard that can include vegetation taller than 12"., Control 
invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of Conservation., 
Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of Agriculture., Allow 
managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and persist throughout the 
year to provide food and habitat for wildlife.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.

Yes Yes

Control invasive vegetation as listed by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation., Prohibit noxious weeds as listed by the US Department of 
Agriculture., Allow managed vegetation that exceeds 12" to go to seed and 
persist throughout the year to provide food and habitat for wildlife., Definitions of 
terms used to define compliant and non-compliant landscapes including 
invasive species, nuisance plants, native plants and ornamental plants.


