
Columbia Historic Preservation Commission 
 

 
        
Mayor Brian N. Treece 
City of Columbia  
701 E Broadway 
Columbia MO 65205 

April 9, 2019 
 

Re: City Council Guidance Requested  
 
Dear Mayor and Council Members,  
 
At the regularly scheduled November 6, 2018 meeting of the City of Columbia Historic Preservation 
Commission, Pat Zenner and Rachel Bacon attended at the chair’s request to discuss inclusion of 
information regarding the city’s historic preservation plan in the soon-to-be-undertaken update to the 
City’s Comprehensive Plan.  We were advised by Mr. Zenner and Ms. Bacon that it is our responsibility, 
under our ordinance, to create such a plan and submit it for inclusion.  We were unaware of that 
responsibility and have taken time at each of our subsequent posted meetings to discuss and prepare to 
host an initial community input event.  That event was held on Saturday, April 6, 2019 at the J.W. Blind 
Boone Home.  Led by volunteer facilitator Jessica Macy, we listened for 90 minutes as 18-22 citizens 
gave us their views in answering our initial set of questions (see page 3 of this letter).  As a result of our 
preparatory discussions (and reinforced by comments made by our Saturday participants), we seek to 
undertake an information gathering process with the widest of community input.   
 
As a result of staff concerns, articulated in the email dated Wednesday, April 3, 2019 (see page 4 of this 
letter and Pat Fowler’s response page 5), the Commission seeks your permission to undertake a 
community input process designed to include more members of our community regardless of their 
residential address, economic status, race, creed, gender identity, type of employment, census tract, 
active or inactive neighborhood association status, access to available transportation, work schedule 
and parenting responsibilities and their interest in, or ability to, afford internet access and a home 
computer.    
 
Our Commission seeks your permission to undertake a community input process that includes the 
following components:  
 

1. At posted meetings (with agendas when a quorum of commissions are scheduled to appear) 

held in churches, community centers, public spaces, and places of business where our fellow 

citizens feel comfortable in sharing their views;  

2. By seeking and accepting Invitations to speak and circulate our survey questions, by discussion 

or paper, at meetings of neighborhood associations, civic groups, business and professional 

associations regardless of location;  

3. By posting of online surveys (our first set of survey questions is attached) on the city’s website, 

our HPC facebook page, for those citizens with internet access and the ability to access that 

survey;  

 



4. To promote the participation in one of our discussions or completion of our survey by posting on 

social media sites, both HPC sponsored and individually as members of our Commission;  

5. Transmittal of all survey results, both compiled and un-compiled to the Commission for inclusion 

in the raw minutes to be circulated after each community event;  

6. Hand circulation and collection of survey questions (including but not limited to the first set 

attached) at places where our fellow residents and neighbors gather including, but not limited 

to,  churches, community centers, businesses, festivals, city parks, and the public spaces of the 

ARC, Farmer’s Market, the US Post Office and the Daniel Boone Regional Library;  

7. The circulation of raw minutes, without attribution to the speaker or contributor, of all 

comments taken at input sessions, regardless of whether they are posted meetings or the result 

of an invitation to a community group meeting.  

We have sought and received the advice of our volunteer facilitator who has 12 accumulated years of 
experience working with not-for-profits, both local and regional.  Our planning for April 6, 2019 and post 
event debriefing included conversation on how to be intentional to create opportunities for wider public 
comment and participation.   
 
This letter is submitted with the intention of being added to the Reports Section of your upcoming April 
15, 2019 City Council Meeting Agenda.  I plan to be in attendance to approach the podium and discuss 
with you when the item is called, or alternatively to wait till the end of the meeting and approach the 
podium.   
 
Thank you for your continued support of our work and the sacrifice of your time that you make on our 
behalf on a daily basis.     
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Pat Fowler 
Chair  
 
Amanda Staley-Harrison 
Vice Chair 
 
Cc: Rusty Palmer, Pat Zenner,  Tim Teddy,  HPC Commission Members   



 
 

  



 
 

 

  



 


