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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, each of the parties hereto has caused this Agreement to be signed in 
its respective name and behalfand its official seal to be hereunto affixed and attested by its duly authorized 
officers, all as of the date last written below. 

ATTEST: 

By: 
Sheela Amin, City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM : 

By: 
Nancy Thompson, City Counselor 

MISSOURI DEVELOPMENT FINANCE BOARD 

By: 
Robert V. Miserez, Executive Director 

Date: 

CITY OF COLUMBIA, MISSOURI 

By: 
John Glascock, Interim City Manager 

Date: 

COLUMBIA CENTER FOR URBAN 
AGRICULTURE 

By: 
Name: Jenny Young 
Title: President 

Date: 







MISSOURI DEVELOPMENT FINANCE BOARD 

TAX CREDIT FOR CONTRIBUTION PROGRAM APPLICATION 

A. THE APPLICANT 



B. THE PROJECT 





0 0
0 0

0
191,028 0

0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0

0
48,016 0
14,285 0

0 0
3,500 0
7,633 0
2,181 0

0 0
149,943 0

0 0
0 0

439,011 100,000
213,076
905,307 1,926,000
641,750 1,284,000

0 0
5,452 0

1,179,117 100,000
0 0

25,299 450,000
0 50,000

0 0
265,947 0

0 90,000
4,091,545 4,000,000



4,000,000

475,000

429,000

7,500

3,134,045

46,000

8,091,545

--State Funding: $7,500 = MDA Urban and Non-Traditional Grant Program
--Federal Funding: $429,000 = $400,000 Land & Water Conservation Fund (Department
of Interior with MDNR pass through) + $29,000 USDA Local Food Promotion Project
--Private donors: $4,000,000 (Contribution Proceeds not yet secured),
$3,134,044.81 (Raised as of 3-28-19) = $1,114,570.34 Individuals + $1,041,606.97
Businesses + $600,500 Family and Private Trusts + $377,367.50 Private Grantors.
--City Funding: $475,000 = $400,000 Parks & Rec Sales Tax + $75,000 Convention &
Visitors Bureau. --County Funding: $46,000 (Boone County Health Fund)
--More details attached--
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Missouri Development Finance Board   
Supporting Attachment  

Proposal from Columbia, MO 
Columbia’s Agriculture Park 

 
Date:  3-29-19 
Total Estimated Project Budget/Cost:   $___8,091,545_____ 
Total Amount of Proposed Contribution:   $___4,000,000_____ 
Total Tax Credit Amount (50% of Contribution):  $___2,000,000_____ 
 
Name:  City of Columbia 
Address: 701 E. Broadway 
City:  Columbia    County:  Boone   Zip:  65201 
Contact:  John Glascock   Phone:  573-874-6338  
Title:  Interim City Manager   Fax:    573-442-8828 
Email:  John.Glascock@como.gov 
 
B. The Project 
1. Project Description 
What is the expected date of commencement of construction of the Project? 
Date: 
 
Phase 1 Construction began July 2018 
Phase 2 Construction is expected to begin late 2019 or early 2020 
 
 
What is the date the Project is expected to commence operations? 
Date: 
 
Phase 1 of the project is slated to open in Spring 2019 
Phase 2 of the project is estimated to open Spring 2021 
 
B. The Project 
2. Project Costs and Ongoing Sustainability: 
 
On the following table, state the costs reasonably necessary for the acquisition of the 
site and/or construction of the proposed Project together with any machinery and 
equipment in connection therewith, including any utilities hook-up, access roads, or 
appurtenant structures. Additionally, on a separate attachment explain how the project 
will be financially self-sustainable on an ongoing basis. Attach an annual income and 
expense Proforma for the project demonstrating sustainability. 
 
Proforma projections from the City of Columbia Parks & Recreation for the operation and 
maintenance of the facility are included in the attachments. 
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CCUA’s proforma of on-site programing activities is included in the attachments.    
 
Also included in the attachments is a feasibility study on the kitchen space within the “Event, 
Kitchen, Resource Center” that was completed in 2017.  This study includes proforma 
projections for the operation of this kitchen facility.  Funding for this report was secured by a 
USDA Local Food Promotion Project, Planning Grant.   
 
NOTES on the budget table on Page 4 of 9:  
 
The column entitled “Non-Contribution Amount” includes all of the donations made as of 3-28-
19, and represents the entirety of Phase 1 of the project.  The first phase of the project is 
currently underway with the scheduled opening of the Agriculture Park coming Spring 2019.  
There are more details about the phasing of the project in the attached map and elsewhere in 
the proposal that show the extent and scope of this phase.  Also note, items included in the 
“Accounting, Legal, Miscellaneous” line item in the “Non-Contribution Amount” column include: 
staff time to operate the fundraising campaign and marketing costs (i.e. website, printing, 
advertising) to support the fundraising/promotion campaign for the project.    
 
The column entitled “Cost Financed with Contribution Proceeds” are the items in the second 
and final phase of the project. The table below provides cost estimates on items within Phase 2 
that are sub-divided into two parts.  
 

Cost estimates for Phase 2, subdivided into two parts: 
 
Part 1 

East & West Pavilion Expansion:  $1,631,000 
Event, Kitchen, Resource Center:  $100,000 

TOTAL Part 1      $1,731,000 
  
  
Part 2 

Event, Kitchen, Resource Center:  $2,169,000 
Second Cell of Customer Parking:  $100,000 

TOTAL Part 2      $2,269,000 
 
GRAND TOTAL OF PHASE 2 (Part 1 and 2): $4,000,000 
 
More details of Phase 2, Part 1:  
The East & West Pavilion Expansion is a critical mass of work that is “shovel ready”.  It has 
already been permitted and bid, and construction on this could begin as soon as late 2019.   
 
There are Architecture/Engineering expenses for the “Event, Kitchen, and Resource Center” 
needed before the project can move forward to permitting and bidding.  These expenses are 
included in Phase 2, Part 1 as it is a timely step to keep progress moving forward.  The design 
process is currently about 65% complete, and the last step (Construction Documentation) is 
needed before it can be permitted and sent out to bid.  
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Source of Funds: 
State amount and sources of financing for all of the Project costs listed above. 
 

***AS OF 3-28-19*** 
 

Sources     Amount 
Contribution Proceeds    $ 4,000,000  
Applicant’s Funds (Describe Sources)  $ 475,000  
Federal Funds (Describe Sources)   $ 429,000  
State Funds (Describe Sources)   $ 7,500  
Private Funds (non-Contributions)   $ 3,134,045 
Other (Describe Sources)  $ 46,000  

 
TOTAL      $ 8,091,545 
 
Provide a detailed description for all State, Federal, Private or Other funding sources 
listed above. Include agency and program name, respective amounts if more than one 
source is involved on the same line, and a copy of the funding commitment or approval 
setting forth the terms of funding. If approval has not been received, provide an 
explanation of where the application or request is in the review process, and the 
expected date of approval. The ability to demonstrate a high level of certainty in 
obtaining all funding identified to complete the project as presented is a factor the Board 
considers. 
 
 
State Funding:  $7,500 Missouri Department of Agriculture: Urban and Non-Traditional 

Grant Program  
(Note: PENDING $20,000 from Missouri Department of Conservation) 

 
Federal Funding:  $429,000 

=$400,000  Land and Water Conservation Fund (Department of Interior 
with Missouri Department of Natural Resources pass through).  

   =$29,000  USDA Local Food Promotion Project (Planning Grant) 
 
Private donors  $4,000,000 (Contribution Proceeds not yet secured) 
 

$3,134,044.81 (Raised as of 3-28-19) 
=from: $ 1,114,570.34  Individuals  

$ 1,041,606.97  Businesses   
$ 600,500   Family and Private Trusts 
$ 377,367.50   Private Grantors 

A list of all donors organized by donation ranges can be seen at 
https://buildthistown.org/campaign-donors and in attachments. 

 

https://buildthistown.org/campaign-donors
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City Funding:  $475,000  
= $400,000  Parks & Rec Sales Tax.  
=$75,000  Convention & Visitors Bureau   
=* In-kind labor (not included in monetary figures)   

 
County Funding:  $46,000  

= $46,000  Boone County Health Fund 
 
Total:    $8,091,544.81     
 
 
*NOTE:  The City of Columbia has also contributed and pledged to contribute via in-kind 
labor.  Tasks include construction administration, landscape design/install as well as 
construction of multiple smaller structures and park features throughout the park.  The value of 
this time is NOT included in the monetary figures listed in the “Sources of Funds” section.  
 
 
B. The Project 
3. Certified Minority (MBE) and Women-Owned Business Enterprise 
(WBE) Participation 
The Board encourages the involvement of minority and women-owned businesses as 
certified by either the Missouri Office of Administration (OA) for state agency 
applications, or the municipality submitting the application for local projects. If the 
application is from a local government, please attach a copy of the Applicant’s MBE/WBE 
Policy and Procedures pertaining to this subject, or the link to the local government’s 
website where this information can be obtained. If the Applicant has policies and 
procedures in place, adherence to these policies and procedures will be a stipulation of 
the use of Contributions. If policies are not in place, please denote same and note that 
you will be required to contact OA to develop a plan to address this matter. 
The Office of Administration list of certified businesses by region can be found at 
http://oeo.mo.gov/ for those communities that do not maintain their own certification 
Program. 
 
Please estimate the number of each type business the Applicant and/or Principal User 
expects to utilize in the construction and equipping of the Project. 

No. of Firms   Amount 
Minority Business Enterprise (MBE)  ___0___  ___0___ 
Women Business Enterprise (WBE)  ___0___  ___0___ 
 
 
NOTE:  The City of Columbia uses the “Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Program” as its 
standard policy for all bidding and negotiations.  The scope of work bid out in phase1 of this 
project received 8 competitive bids.  The lowest and winning bidder was not at MBE or WBE, 
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and was significantly lower than the next lowest bidder (also not a MBE or WBE). More 
information about the “Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Program” can be here: 
https://www.como.gov/finance/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2015/11/CITY-OF-COLUMBIA-DBE-
PROGRAM-Updated-April-2014.pdf  
 
 
C. FINANCIAL INFORMATION  
1. Financial Statements: 
Attach audited financial statements for at least the last three (3) fiscal years, including 
the most recent interim statement (not more than 90 days old). 
 
City of Columbia: 
FY 2016 CAFR 
https://www.como.gov/finance/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2017/02/FY-2016-Comprehensive-
Annual-Financial-Report.pdf   
 
FY 2017 CAFR 
https://www.como.gov/finance/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2018/02/City-of-Columbia-MO-
CAFR-FY2017.pdf  
 
FY 2018 CAFR 
https://www.como.gov/finance/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2019/02/FY-2018-CAFR.pdf  
 
The next interim statement will be available at the end of April (for FY 2019 six months).  The 
City only does interim statements at six months and nine months. So the most recent statement 
would be the EOY FY 2018, which is the 2018 CAFR. 
 
 
D. Project Revenues 
 
Cost Benefit Analysis - Waived 
 
 
F. Use of the Project 
 
See Exhibit B below 
 
 
  

https://www.como.gov/finance/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2015/11/CITY-OF-COLUMBIA-DBE-PROGRAM-Updated-April-2014.pdf
https://www.como.gov/finance/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2015/11/CITY-OF-COLUMBIA-DBE-PROGRAM-Updated-April-2014.pdf
https://www.como.gov/finance/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2017/02/FY-2016-Comprehensive-Annual-Financial-Report.pdf
https://www.como.gov/finance/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2017/02/FY-2016-Comprehensive-Annual-Financial-Report.pdf
https://www.como.gov/finance/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2018/02/City-of-Columbia-MO-CAFR-FY2017.pdf
https://www.como.gov/finance/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2018/02/City-of-Columbia-MO-CAFR-FY2017.pdf
https://www.como.gov/finance/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2019/02/FY-2018-CAFR.pdf
https://www.como.gov/finance/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2019/02/FY-2018-CAFR.pdf
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EXHIBIT A 
PROJECT NARRATIVES 

Please address each of the following statements. (Provide separate attachments as 
necessary.) 
 
1. Provide a description of the project, including land, buildings, improvements, 

machinery and equipment to be acquired or constructed, and the principal use of the 
facilities once complete. 

 

Project: (Executive Summary) 

Columbia’s Agriculture Park is a public-private partnership being developed as a regional 

destination to connect Missourians to local agriculture. Columbia Parks and Recreation, the 

owner of the site, is working with three non-profits, Columbia Center for Urban Agriculture 

(CCUA), Columbia Farmers Market (CFM), and Sustainable Farms and Communities (SF&C), 

to construct and operate the facility on 10-acres of an under-utilized city park in West Central 

Columbia. Agreements between the partners are included in the attachments. The partners are 

seeking tax credits from Missouri Development Finance Board to construct the final phase of 

infrastructure at this site. Columbia's Agriculture Park will include: 

• A four-season producer-only Farmers Market serving 98 vendors from a 50-mile radius 

of Columbia and 2,000-4,000 customers weekly. 

• 3 acres of farm and garden demonstrations which will produce 50,000 pounds of fresh 

food annually, all of which is donated to local food pantries. 

• A one-room school house/outdoor classroom with facilitated educational experiences to 

connect learners to healthy eating, agriculture, and the land. 

• Outdoor learning spaces. 

• A walking/running trail connecting to the city’s Activity and Recreation Center. 

• A central plaza serving as a gathering place for our whole community. 

• An Event, Kitchen, and Resource Center providing educational and entrepreneurial 

space. 

Over $4 million has been raised to date and Phase 1 construction will be completed in 2019. 

This proposal requests funds for the project’s second and final phase. Phase 2 completes the 

Farmers Market pavilion and builds the Event, Kitchen, and Resource Center. MDFB tax credits 

will support Phase 2 construction. 
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When construction is complete, Columbia's Agriculture Park will be a destination for Mid-

Missouri commerce, education, and tourism. The completed park is expected to host over 

100,000 visitors every year. Money spent at the market will invigorate the small communities 

surrounding Columbia. The Urban Farm at the park, which will grow and donate 50,000 pounds 

of fresh produce annually for the Food Bank of Central and Northeast Missouri, will also provide 

beginning farmers, gardeners, and students with a hands-on learning environment where they 

can hone their skills. Facilitated educational experiences for Columbia’s youth will connect 

agriculture to math, science, social studies, and health. Park visitors will have the opportunity to 

bring themselves closer to the food they eat; whether it is meeting a farmer at the market, 

learning how to grow food in a backyard or on a commercial scale, or participating in a hands-on 

lesson to increase understanding of the hard work and complex systems that bring us our food. 

 

Land:  

Clary-Shy Community Park is a 20-acre park in West Central Columbia that was acquired by the 

City of Columbia in 1992 with the vision of creating a beloved park with community center. Prior 

to the City’s ownership, this site was home to the Boone County Fairgrounds from 1947 to 1991. 

Columbia Farmers Market has operated on this site since 1980 in a parking lot under pop-up 

tents. The ARC opened in 2001, and currently occupies about half of the total site. The other 

half of Clary-Shy Park is now the site of Columbia’s Agriculture Park.  This in-fill project builds 

on the success of the ARC and it complements this existing investment. 

 

Buildings and Improvements:  

Phase 1 of this project is funded and will be completed by the end of 2019. The park opens in 

Spring 2019. The scope of Phase 1 construction includes: earthwork, utility upgrades, storm 

water upgrades, concrete for the MU Health Care Pavilion, the middle portion of the MU Health 

Care Pavilion structure, a paved trail network through the park, barn, greenhouse, one-room 

schoolhouse, nature play area, playground, pedestrian plaza, and 3+ acres of demonstration 

and production gardens. 

 

The forthcoming Phase 2 (the focus of this request) of development includes: completion of the 

MU Health Care Pavilion and construction of the 10,000 square foot Event, Kitchen & Resource 

Center.  

 



8 
 

• The Pavilion completion will add two wings (each ~11,000 square feet) to the covered 

space. Once complete, the pavilion will hold 98 farmer-vendors under one roof and will 

serve over 100,000 customers annually. 

• The Event, Kitchen and Resource Center is a ~10,000 square foot all-season building 

that will significantly increase the functionality of the site. This building includes: 

o Fully air conditioned and heated, rentable space for 175 people which can host 

workshops, conferences, trainings, weddings, and more. 

o Commercial teaching kitchen to support cooking, nutrition, and entrepreneurial 

programs. 

o Collaborative space with educational materials, offices, and community meeting 

rooms.   

i. The teaching kitchen, collaborative teaching space and office space will 

be programmed and utilized by all the project partners: Columbia Center 

for Urban Agriculture, Columbia Farmers Market, Sustainable Farms & 

Communities, Columbia Parks & Rec, as well as by other educational 

partners: MU Extension, Boone County Extension, MU Health Care, 

Columbia Public Schools, Daniel Boone Regional Library, Boone 

County/Columbia Health Department, and many others.  Community 

Meeting rooms will be used by the partners listed here and available for 

reservation by community members/groups.  

 

Machinery & Equipment: 

A tractor and implements have already been purchased with non-MDFB funds to maintain the 

park’s farm and garden demonstrations.  

 

In Phase 2, when the Event, Kitchen and Resource Center is built, it will include expenses for 

commercial food preparation equipment to facilitate cooking, food entrepreneurship, and group 

learning experiences. During Phase 2 construction, a heating system will be added to the MU 

Health Care Pavilion for use during the winter Farmers Market. MDFB tax credits are proposed 

to support these Phase 2 equipment expenses. 

 

Principal Use: 

This site will operate as a City Park; however it will host a unique suite of activities and 

programs which will be operated by the private partners, Columbia Center for Urban Agriculture 



9 
 

and Columbia Farmers Market. Additionally, other events/activities will be coordinated by Parks 

& Recreation. The MU Health Care Pavilion and Event Center will be rented to groups for 

events, conferences, trade shows, weddings, and other events. The MU Health Care Pavilion is 

a unique structure. The farmers’ market configuration where vehicles back up to a booth will 

attract regional events such as car shows, antique markets, and trade shows. 

 

Columbia Farmers Market will operate at the park year-round on Saturday mornings and several 

weekday afternoons. Over the last decade advances in technology to improve winter growing 

have created a market environment where customers can purchase locally-grown produce, 

meat, cheese, and baked goods every week of the year. Columbia Farmers Market has been 

operating a winter market indoors at a local shopping mall since 2010. In spring, summer, and 

fall the market will operate three days per week under the new shelter. Previously at this 

outdoor market, adverse weather would negatively impact sales; the pavilion will protect 

farmers’ sales by keeping customers comfortable. The pavilion itself will bring more visibility to 

the market. People driving by the park will constantly be reminded of the market’s presence. As 

the market and customer base grows, there is the opportunity for daily market hours. 

 

The market is a rural-urban interface that not only brings people together but provides an 

economic engine to support rural farming communities in mid-Missouri. 

 

Columbia Center for Urban Agriculture will build and maintain interpretive gardening 

demonstrations throughout the park. Through CCUA’s “Planting for the Pantry” program, food 

grown on site will be donated to the Food Bank of Central and Northeast Missouri. It is 

estimated that the site has a production capacity of 50,000 pounds of produce annually. CCUA’s 

existing educational programs will be expanded at the park. Workshops, field trips, and 

numerous hands-on learning opportunities will be provided at the site. The new site will allow 

CCUA to offer new programs such as a Resource Center where the public can access 

information and borrow tools. A new Commercial/Teaching Kitchen will support food 

entrepreneurs and host cooking classes. The park will also serve as CCUA’s base of operations 

for outreach in the community through its Opportunity Gardens, Garden Pro, and Farm-to-

School Programs. Volunteer, internship, and service-learning activities will occur at the site six 

days a week. 
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Columbia Center for Urban Agriculture, Columbia Farmers Market, and University of Missouri 

Extension have applied for funds from the Missouri Department of Agriculture’s Specialty Crop 

Block Grant to hire an Ag Businesses Educator to work onsite, building the business skills of 

farmers and prospective farmers. 

 

2. Describe the public policy objective(s) that will be supported by the Project. 
Rural economic development: 

Columbia Farmers Market provides an outlet for farmers to sell their goods at competitive 

prices, network with fellow growers, and build friendships. The revenue and business 

connections made in the larger Columbia community help to circulate dollars though the region 

and builds a stronger network of business and social capital. Sales at the Market send dollars 

from city customers to the rural areas surrounding Columbia reversing the typical rural to city 

cash flow.  It’s estimated that less than 1% of money spent on food in Boone County is direct-

marketed from local farmers (US Census of Agriculture). If spending on local food was 

increased by just 1%, an additional $7,400,000 would stay in mid-Missouri (USDA, US Census, 

MERIC). 

 

Educational programs: 

46% of Columbia Public Schools students receive free or reduced lunch, an indicator of poverty 

and food insecurity. In Columbia, the students receiving free or reduced lunch score lower on 

standardized tests, and attend school less often (Boone Indicators, 2017). Research shows that 

children with less nutritious diets score lower on standardized literacy assessments, experience 

more school absences, and have a lower general health status (Florence el al., 2008) (Brown et 

al., 2008) (Casey, 2005).  

 

Columbia's Agriculture Park will address these health and education-related disparities that 

exist in Columbia. Field trips, summer camps and after school learning/enrichment activities for 

K-12 students will provide engaging, hands-on, curriculum-tied programs to schools in high-

poverty neighborhoods. The current relationships that CCUA, CFM and Parks & Recreation 

have with both public and private schools will be enhanced at this new site. This facility and the 

partners are responding to Columbia Public Schools’ commitment and investment in place-

based learning, the concept of using the local community as the context for learning. 

 



11 
 

Continuing education for adults will be a central part of Columbia's Agriculture Park. The 

practical skills of growing food, cooking healthy meals, and teaching others will be made 

available to thousands of adults each year. All of these items tie to improvement in both physical 

and mental health through proactive measures.  

 

Healthy Lifestyles: 

According to the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services, 86% of Boone County 

Residents do not eat the recommended five servings of fruits and vegetables daily, and over 

half of residents are overweight or obese. 

 

Creating healthy communities requires a multi-pronged strategy that will be sustained for 

generations. Investments at Columbia's Agriculture Park complement investments at the 

adjacent Activities and Recreation Center. Emphasizing growing, cooking and eating 

complement the ARC’s emphasis on physical activity. Strategic partners from the health 

professions have joined this effort, such as MU Health Care, Columbia/Boone County 

Department of Health and Human Services, Boone County Children’s Service Fund, and Family 

Health Center. These partners are developing novel (and fun) ways to provide more options for 

preventative health promotion activities.  

 

Neighborhood Revitalization: 

The West Central Columbia Neighborhood includes Clary-Shy Park. This neighborhood has 

incomes and education levels that are lower than the city as a whole. The neighborhood has a 

higher proportion of minority residents than the city as a whole. There is a high concentration of 

low-income apartments and Section 8 housing immediately adjacent to the park. 

In the most recent “West Central Columbia Neighborhood Plan”, Priority 3 recommends 

“Establish an off-street greenway path to connect the ARC/Farmers Market, Shelter Gardens 

and West Middle School properties.” This is referring to the location of Columbia's Agriculture 

Park. By redeveloping this site with walking paths, benches, restrooms, and interesting 

demonstrations, a greenway will be created linking the adjacent properties. Priority 3 also 

makes the recommendation to “Explore opportunities to add and improve parks, greenspace, 

and community gardens in the neighborhood.” The Park’s complete lack of outdoor amenities 

makes it a prime location for the type of improvements outlined in this priority. Priority 4 in the 

action plan makes the recommendation to “Establish new gathering places, pocket parks, 

pavilions, and art installations.” Columbia Farmers Market, has operated from this site since 
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1980 and is one of the defining features of the West Central Neighborhood. A pavilion at 

Columbia's Agriculture Park won’t only serve the needs of this vibrant farmers’ market, it will 

provide the neighborhood with a much-needed place to gather. These improvements to the built 

environment will facilitate improved neighborhood social cohesion and provide positive ripple 

effects for many socially determined health and equity factors.  

 

Access to Healthy Foods: 

SNAP benefits (i.e. food stamps) are accepted at Columbia Farmers Market. Furthermore, 

Columbia Farmers Market and its partner, Sustainable Farms and Communities, offers a 

matching program that doubles the value of SNAP benefits up to $50 per week. SNAP dollars 

(federal) and match dollars (county) increase the accessibility of healthy food for families living 

with low to moderate income, and help circulate these dollars into the farming communities 

throughout mid-Missouri. The park improvements will drive more traffic to the park and increase 

sales by customers who use SNAP. 

 

Families who learn gardening skills at the park will be empowered to grow their own healthy 

foods. Often families with limited food budgets purchase calorie-dense foods and forgo nutrient-

dense foods, like fruits and vegetables. Gardening creates a situation of abundance, and is an 

accessible activity for most any income level. Nutrition education and cooking classes in the 

Event, Kitchen, and Resource Center will help families develop cooking skills, encouraging them 

to purchase and grow more locally-grown products. 

 

 

3. Describe and quantify the project’s primary beneficiaries or targeted 
audience/clientele served. 

Farmers in 50-mile radius of Columbia MO:  

CFM is a ‘producer only’ market, meaning that vendors must grow the food themselves in order 

to sell at this market. This provides a level of integrity to the shopping experience for both the 

customers and vendors and ensures that dollars spent in this market circulate into Mid-Missouri. 

The market is a business incubator. It allows farmers to test their products and build customer 

relationships as they grow their businesses. An excellent example of this is the Stanton 

Brothers. Two young entrepreneurs sold their first half-dozen eggs at Columbia Farmers 

Market. Today they operate the largest free-range egg operation in the United States, with 

marketing outlets far beyond the farmers market. 
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Shoppers in Mid-Missouri, especially Columbia:  

There is a growing interest in knowing more about how and where one’s food is grown. The 

relationships created at the farmers market further enrich the experience for the shoppers in 

addition to their gaining access quality local foods. These relationships reinforce the positive 

relationship between consumers and healthy food. 

 

Youth through hands-on education:  

The urbanization of our society over the last few generations has reduced the amount of 

outdoor time that kids experience. Urban Agriculture helps re-connect young people to the land 

and can spark a lifelong interest or future career in growing food. The park’s programs will 

complement lessons taught in the classroom.  

 

Low-moderate income clientele:  

Low-income families will benefit from the SNAP matching programs previously mentioned. In 

recent years, an average of $75,000 in SNAP and SNAP matching dollars is spent at the 

Columbia Farmers Market every year. Through “Planting for the Pantry” donations, all of the 

food grown at Columbia’s Agriculture Park will be distributed to hunger relief channels in the 

local community. Additionally, each week vendors donate some of their surplus to the Food 

Bank, last year those donations totaled 17,000 pounds. An estimated 10,000 families in 

Columbia get food/nutritional support from the “Central Pantry” monthly to help meet their basic 

needs. Ensuring that these families have access to nutrient-dense foods will encourage healthy 

living and support their quality of life.   

 

 

4. Explain the economic impact this project will have on the State of Missouri and the 
community in which it is located. 

Columbia’s Agriculture Park promotes economic growth in rural Missouri, creating opportunities 

for specialty crops and direct-marketed commodities in the agricultural sector. The Federal 

Reserve Bank of St. Louis released a report in 2017 that looked at investments in regional food 

systems. The report notes, “The ability of urban consumers to purchase food, feed, fiber, energy 

and tourism/recreational opportunities from rural areas is a crucial factor in the development of 

rural areas, reflecting the global trend toward market-led strategies. In this view, government 

investment in production, distribution and market infrastructure can be seen as a mechanism to 
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compensate for the market imperfections that are at the root of regional disparities.” (Federal 

Reserve, 2017). 

 

It is estimated that food purchases in Boone County, Missouri surpass $740 million every year 

(USDA). It is currently estimated that less than 1% of that food was purchased from mid-

Missouri Farms (USDA Census of Agriculture). If Boone County could increase local food 

purchases by 1%, that would equal $7.4 million every year that would stay in mid-Missouri. 

Missouri’s climate is suitable to a wide variety of agricultural crops and many of the products are 

imported from out of the state or out of the country. “Import substitution is one of the earliest 

tenets of economic development: the idea that by protecting certain industries (e.g., agriculture), 

the sector can develop workers’ skills and experience, as well as expand productivity. In the 

context of local food, regions can be seen as decreasing food and agricultural imports and 

replacing them with locally grown, processed and distributed products.” (Federal Reserve, 

2017). 

 

Increasing local food purchases will replace food imports into the state. This is supported by the 

Missouri Department of Agriculture’s “Missouri Grown” program. The program’s website says it 

best: “From pears to pork, hundreds of fresh and nutritious products are grown by the men and 

women of Missouri agriculture. When you pick Missouri Grown products, you show your state 

pride and support your neighbors — the farmers and business owners who make Missouri so 

great.” Missouri farmland that is converted to high-value specialty crops or direct-marketed 

commodities generates more income for the farmer, and keeps money circulating locally. 

 

The Columbia Farmers Market is a business incubator. It allows farmers to test their products 

and build customer relationships as they grow their businesses. An excellent example of this is 

the Stanton Brothers. Two young entrepreneurs sold their first half-dozen eggs at Columbia 

Farmers Market. Today they operate one of the largest free-range egg operation in the United 

States, with marketing outlets far beyond the farmers market. Columbia’s Agriculture Park and 

the expansion of the Columbia Farmers Market will increase the number of consumers and 

producers buying and selling locally-grown products. “Local food markets, especially direct-to-

consumer outlets such as farmers markets and community supported agriculture (CSA), also 

provide an affordable, low‐risk and scale‐appropriate point of entry for the growing number of 

new and transitioning farmers and entrepreneurs who are just beginning to launch their farm 

businesses. With the average age of the U.S. farmer now exceeding 58, the need to encourage 
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people to consider farming as a career choice (whether as a first career, second career or part‐

time career) has never been greater.” (Federal Reserve, 2017) 

 

Columbia Convention and Visitors Bureau has invested in the project because of the park’s 

potential to attract out of town guests, and extend the length of stay for out-of-town visitors. 

Columbia has many wonderful attractions which bring people to our town: sports, conferences, 

festivals, and more. The Columbia Farmers Market, and Columbia’s Agriculture Park, in 

combination with these large attractions serve to extend the stay of visitors to our town. For 

example, last summer Columbia was one of many cities across the country prime for viewing 

the solar eclipse. The eclipse occurred on Monday, August 21, 2017. The Columbia Farmers 

Market surveyed customers on Saturday, August 19, 2017, to determine how far customers 

travelled to the market. Results showed that 35.7% of visitors came from out of town, with many 

from out of out of state or out of country. Many of these visitors came to Columbia to see 

Monday’s eclipse. These eclipse tourists were in Columbia on Saturday morning for a Monday 

afternoon event. This data reinforces our argument that the Columbia Farmers Market 

enhances and lengthens a visitor’s stay. 

 

The park, as a venue, will host a unique suite of activities and programs which will be operated 

by the private partners, Columbia Center for Urban Agriculture and Columbia Farmers Market. 

The MU Health Care Pavilion is a functional structure conducive to a range of uses. The 

farmers’ market configuration where vehicles back up to a booth will attract regional events such 

as car shows, antique markets, and trade shows. The indoor space at the park’s Event, Kitchen, 

and Resource Center will be rented to groups for events, conferences, trade shows, weddings, 

and other events. Outdoor space at the park can be used for hands-on components of 

educational events.  

 

The neighborhood adjacent to this park is a low-moderate income and the housing stock has 

redevelopment potential. Investment in home rehabilitation or new development will follow the 

park’s development. 

 

5. Explain the non-economic benefits this project will have on the community and state. 
In today’s social environment, there is a disconnect between urban and rural America. The 

Columbia Farmers Market provides a place where rural and urban people can build friendships 

and better understand each other. Very few places in our state offer this type of interaction. 
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Connecting the city to the country, and increasing understanding of rural issues may be one of 

the most important benefits of this project. 

 

This project meets identified community needs. The park improvements address infrastructure 

improvements identified in the West Central Columbia Neighborhood Plan. The park’s programs 

will support health education in a community where over half of residents are overweight or 

obese. Educational achievement gaps identified by Columbia Public Schools are being 

addressed by partner organizations who will benefit from the park.  

 

The completed park is expected to host over 100,000 visitors every year who will learn about 

food and agriculture. The park, will grow and donate 50,000 pounds of fresh produce annually 

for the Food Bank of Central and Northeast Missouri, will also provide beginning farmers, 

gardeners, and students with a hands-on learning environment where they can hone their skills. 

Facilitated educational experiences for Columbia’s youth will connect agriculture to math, 

science, social studies, and health. Park visitors will have the opportunity to bring themselves 

closer to the food they eat; whether it is meeting a farmer at the market, learning how to grow 

food in a backyard or on a commercial scale, or participating in a hands-on lesson to increase 

understanding of the hard work and complex systems that bring us our food. These community 

benefits are explained in further detail in Exhibit B. 

 

6. Describe the local Governmental financial support for the project, both direct and 
indirect. 

City of Columbia owns Clary-Shy Park--the land where Columbia's Agriculture Park is located.   

 

Parks and Recreation contributed $400,000 from the dedicated Park sales tax. Columbia 

Convention and Visitors Bureau contributed $75,000 from their Attraction Development Fund. 

 

Columbia’s Parks and Recreation department has contributed significant in-kind staff time to the 

project. In addition to all of the staff time that has gone into the visioning, planning, and 

fundraising aspects of the project, Parks and Recreation is overseeing construction 

administration of the general contractor currently working at the site. Parks and Recreation will 

serve as the general contractor for construction of the barn, greenhouse, one-room 

schoolhouse, playground, and sidewalks; these items are beyond the scope of our hired general 
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contractor. This contribution of staff time is not reflected in the project cost estimates listed 

elsewhere in the project. 

 

City of Columbia is financing the project’s cash flow from the city’s Designated Loan Fund. 

Signed pledge cards are used to secure cash from the fund, the fund is paid back as donors 

make payments on their multi-year pledges. All payment due dates have been met.  

 

7. How did you determine the amount of local city/county cash or local non-profit cash 
to be dedicated to the project? 

In 2015, the renewal of Columbia’s Park Sales Tax was passed with $400,000 earmarked for 

Columbia's Agriculture Park. This contribution to the project seeded the capital campaign in its 

early phases. Parks and Recreation was able to win a grant of $400,000 from the US 

Department of Interior to match the city’s initial investment. In 2018, Columbia’s Convention and 

Visitors Bureau awarded $75,000 to the capital campaign based on the project’s ability to 

enhance the city as a tourism destination. The remainder of the project has been fundraised for 

by private partners. The private partners have staff working to fundraise for the park’s capital 

campaign. 

 

 

8. Describe the fundraising history of the organization and how they intend to be 
successful in raising funds for this project using tax credits. 

The project’s non-profit partners bring many resources and talents to this city park. The project 

has raised over $4.0 Million in 27 months, 77% of which has been privately fundraised, and 23% 

of which comes from City, County, State, and Federal sources. The fundraising success to date 

(without the use of tax credits) indicates future fundraising with tax credits will be successful.  

 

The fundraising efforts to date have developed many strong partnership and donor prospects 

within the Mid-Missouri community. Many of these donors and prospective donors have 

indicated an interest in supporting the project with tax credits.  

 

 

9. Explain how this project will be financially self-sustainable upon completion. 
A lease agreement is in place with Columbia Center for Urban Agriculture to maintain gardens 

and provide educational programs. Columbia Farmers Market has a lease to operate the 
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farmers’ market. Much of the funding to support the programs at the park will come from these 

partner organizations' existing budgets. New sources of funding have already been secured for 

program expansion at the park. To cover expenses related to general park maintenance, 

Columbia Parks and Recreation will use operational funds which come from the City of 

Columbia's General Fund and rental fees. Columbia's Agriculture Park's multipurpose building 

and market pavilion will generate rental revenue for the department. A dedicated Park Sales 

Tax can be used to make future capital improvements at Columbia's Agriculture Park. 

 

CCUA has a diverse revenue stream that funds its day-to-day operations. Local grantors such 

as Heart of Missouri United Way and County of Boone, fund CCUA’s ongoing programs. 

Numerous other gifts from individuals, family foundations, and local businesses make up 

CCUA’s $730,000 annual budget. 

 

Columbia Farmers Market is funded by fees paid by its vendors. These fees fund rental fees 

paid to Parks and Recreation, the market’s staff, and market promotion. As the market grows, it 

will generate more vendor fees, allowing CFM to scale up accordingly.  
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EXHIBIT B 
PROJECT USER BENEFICIARY INFORMATION 

(Only to be completed when the Project will be used by or will benefit a non-profit or for-
profit business or other private person.) 
 

Is the Project User or the Beneficiary a 501(c)(3) corporation? If so, provide Proof of 
Status as a not-for-profit organization. 
__X__Yes ____No 

 

See ATTACH declaration  

 

2. Officers and Directors 
Title   Name   Address of Residence 
President  Jenny Young  2245 Bluff Blvd, Columbia, MO 65201 

Vice President  Leslie Meyer  105 S Edgewood Ave, Columbia MO 65203  

Secretary  Lisa Guillory   300 S Glenwood Ave, Columbia MO 65203 

Treasurer  Caroline Kobe  3405 Balboa Ln, Apt A, Columbia, MO 65203-3713  

Directors  Robbie Price  111 E Brandon Rd, Columbia, MO 65203 

   Jeff Chinn  504 Westmount Ave, Columbia Mo 65203 

   Molly Froidl  11931 I-70 Drive, NE, Columbia, MO 65202 

   Eleazar Gonzalez  5201 S. Cowan Rd, Columbia. MO. 65201 

   Harriet Yelon  1309 Overhill Ct, Columbia MO 65203 

   Jerry Schermer 4913 Royal Lytham Dr, Columbia MO 65203 

   John Scott  116 W Burnam Rd, Columbia MO 65203 

   Rachel Bacon  2703 E Walnut Rd, Columbia MO 65201 

 

 

 

6. Project User or the Beneficiary’s Current Operations: 
Briefly, describe the Project User’s or the Beneficiary’s operations, including description 
of existing products, facilities, services and in general, its method of operations, 
customers, clients and suppliers. 
 

The Private Partners: 
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There are three non-profit partners collaborating to develop and operate Columbia's Agriculture 

Park: Columbia Farmers Market, Sustainable Farms & Communities, and Columbia Center for 

Urban Agriculture. These three non-profits are jointly operating the private side of the capital 

campaign and leading the marketing efforts. These groups also operate programs/activities that 

will utilize Columbia's Agriculture Park once construction is complete.  

 

Columbia Farmers Market operates a producer-only farmers market three times per week. 

Vendors come from within a 50-mile radius of Columbia, their producer-only status is verified by 

periodic farm inspections; resale of products is not allowed. In recent years, the market regularly 

sees 2,000 - 3,000 customers on a Saturday, these customer counts are expected to increase 

when the market begins operating at Columbia's Agriculture Park. 

 

Sustainable Farms and Communities is the market’s sister organization. This 501c3 

organization operates a matching program which doubles the value of SNAP (food stamp) 

benefits at Columbia Farmers Market. The program gets more healthy, locally-produced food to 

struggling families, and puts more income in the pockets of local farmers. 

 

In addition to maintaining multiple garden sites in Columbia, Columbia Center for Urban 

Agriculture operates educational programs to help youth and adults develop 

gardening/farming/cooking/nutrition skills. Programming will occur on site at Columbia's 

Agriculture Park as well as many off-site location such as their current Urban Farm (in its 10th 

season of production), local schools, community gardens, partner agencies, and at the homes 

of low-income families throughout the city. CCUA’s operations will be explained in detail below. 

 

Of the private partners, Columbia Center for Urban Agriculture will be the primary user of 

Columbia's Agriculture Park. CCUA is a 501c3 not-for-profit organization founded in 2009. 

Currently, CCUA employs 13 full-time staff members. CCUA partners with AmeriCorps to bring 

four full-time staff to their team. In 2018, the organization worked with over 700 volunteers.  

 

Vision Statement: 

CCUA envisions a community transformed by good food for all with the skills to grow it.  

 

Mission Statement: 
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CCUA works to enhance our community’s health by connecting people to agriculture and the 

land through hands-on learning opportunities from seed to plate. 

 

Planting for the Pantry:  

CCUA has operated the Urban Farm--its current headquarters-- since 2010. The Urban Farm is 

a 1.3-acre educational and production site in North Central Columbia. All food grown at the 

Urban Farm is donated to the Food Bank for Central and Northeast Missouri, a key partner. 

CCUA’s donation is a primary source of fresh produce for food-insecure families in our 

community. CCUA’s staff works with interns, service-learners, and volunteers to maintain the 

site and keep it productive. Many of these interns are beginning to explore careers in agriculture 

and this is their first hands-on experience in the field. This site produces around 17,000 pounds 

of fresh food for families in need annually. In 2020, Planting for the Pantry food production will 

move to Columbia's Agriculture Park, and the Urban Farm will transition into a veterans training 

farm. 

 

PLANTS Program:  

PLANTS teaches children about food, nutrition, the science of agriculture, conservation, and 

outdoor activity. Lessons teach about healthy eating and to combat the growing health 

consequences of childhood obesity. Groups of children get the opportunity to interact with food 

and agriculture. These hands-on experiences occur at CCUA's Urban Farm, at local schools, 

and at sites across the community. In 2018 over 14,000 students participated in the PLANTS 

program. For school groups, the lessons are tied to classroom learning objectives. Kids learn to 

identify the plant part (seeds, roots, etc.) of common vegetables and their nutritional importance. 

They then harvest produce from the farm and prepare a snack with their harvest. Lessons thus 

include science, outdoor activities, and nutrition. Program assessments show that participants 

are then more likely to choose fresh produce from the school salad bar or ask their parents for 

fresh vegetables. Other program partners include: Boys and Girls Club, Fun City Youth 

Academy, Adventure Club, Moving Ahead, and Nora Stewart Early Learning Center. 

 

Opportunity Gardens:  

Since 2011, the purpose of the Opportunity Garden program has been to help low-income 

families grow their own fresh, healthy food. Participants receive - free of charge - the resources 

to create their own garden at home. CCUA staff helps program participants install the garden 

and makes regular supply delivery and mentoring visits to gardeners over a three-year period. 
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The gardens become a healthy family, and even neighborhood, activity. Staff also works with 

families to incorporate fresh produce into their regular diet, emphasizing ideas that make fresh 

vegetables attractive to children. The program assists 100 families annually, bringing on new 

gardeners every spring, and graduating third-year gardeners in the fall. At the end of the 

program, participants graduate as confident self-sufficient home gardeners. Many graduates 

have shown an interest in commercial production, Columbia's Agriculture Park will support these 

entrepreneurs. 

 

Garden Pro:  

CCUA's for-hire garden maintenance and mentoring program is available to businesses and 

families that need assistance in their gardens. Services range from garden installation, fruit tree 

planting, backyard mentoring, and maintenance packages for businesses/institutions. This 

program is flexible and this fee-for-service program becomes an alternate source of income to 

CCUA. Garden Pro staff are responsible for garden maintenance at number of sites in 

Columbia: Kilgore’s Community Garden, Lucky’s Crates to Plates Garden, Patriot Place’s Green 

Acre, Columbia Housing Authority’s Downtown Fruit Orchard, hydroponic tower gardens at 

Stephens College, an outdoor garden and indoor hydroponic tower garden at Columbia 

Independent School, and outdoor gardens at eight public elementary schools. 

 

Public Events: 

CCUA engages the public in a number of community settings. Three times per week, CCUA 

provides children's activities at Columbia Farmers Market. New in 2019, CCUA is offering a free 

gardening workshop once per week at Columbia's Agriculture Park. This year CCUA is hosting 

the 10th Annual Harvest Hootenanny which provides a locally-grown meal and entertainment to 

over 1,000 attendees at CCUA’s Urban Farm. Empty Bowls is organized every spring, the event 

provides a free meal of soup and bread, while raising hunger awareness, and engaging the 

local arts community who makes decorative bowls. 

 

 

7. Financial Statements and Ongoing Sustainability: 
 

Attach audited financial statements for at least the last three (3) fiscal years, if available, 
including the most recent interim statement (not more than 90 days old). If audited 
financial statements are not available, please explain why and submit reviewed, 
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compilation or other type statements. Additionally, on a separate attachment explain how 
the project will be financially self-sustainable on an ongoing basis. Attach an annual 
income and expense Proforma for the project demonstrating sustainability. 
 

Attached are audits for 2017 and 2016, an accountant’s “financial review” of 2015 finances, 

unaudited financial statements for 2018, and unaudited interim financial statements for 2019 

through the end of February. An audit is not yet available for CCUA’s 2018 finances. In 2015, 

none of CCUA’s funders required a full audit, as the organization’s expenses were below 

$500,000, so only a review was completed in this year. 

 

This project’s sustainability builds on the foundation of programming and fundraising that CCUA 

has built in Columbia since 2009. CCUA’s current Urban Farm has funded its operations 

through the “Planting for the Pantry” Program, where individuals sponsor rows of produce, 

which CCUA in turn donates to the food pantry. This model is scalable and will be used at 

Columbia's Agriculture Park to generate more income to manage the larger space. Over 500 

donors have given to Columbia's Agriculture Park’s Capital Campaign, the majority of these 

donors have never given to CCUA. These individuals will be targeted for Planting for the 

Pantry’s annual fundraising campaign. CCUA’s educational programs are supported by a 

number of granting agencies. Missouri Foundation for Health, County of Boone, Heart of 

Missouri United Way and J.R. Albert Foundation are some of CCUA’s largest donors. 

Educational programs are also offered on a fee-for-service basis to groups not eligible to 

receive grant assistance. As relationships are maintained with these organizations, 

programming which is currently taking place at the Urban Farm will transition to Columbia's 

Agriculture Park and expand as new funding relationships are developed. CCUA earns income 

through fee-for-service gardening and educational programs. In 2019, CCUA’s income will be 

just over $730,000, this income is separate from the capital campaign donations for Columbia's 

Agriculture Park. 
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Sources: 
Source   USDA ERS:   US Census:  MERIC: 

Formula Boone County 
Food Purchases = 

USA Annual 
Per Capita 

Food Expenses 
X Boone County 

Population X 
Columbia, MO Cost 

of Living As a Percent 
of National Average 

Calculation Boone County 
Food Purchases = $4,576 X 174,974 People X 92.5% 

Total Boone County 
Food Purchases = $740,629,947 

 
Boone Indicators Dashboard (2017). Populations: Children, Youth, and Families. Retrieved from 
http://booneindicators.org 
 

Brown, J. L., Beardslee, W. H., & Prothrow-Stith, D. (2008, November 17). Impact of School 
Breakfast on Children's Health and Learning: An Analysis of the Scientific Research (Rep.). 
 
Casey P.H., Szeto K.L., Robbins J.M., Stuff J.E., Connell C., Gossett J.M., Simpson P.M. 
(2005). Child Health-Related Quality of Life and Household Food Security. Arch Pediatr Adolesc 
Med. 159(1): 51-56. Doi:10. 1001/archpedi. 159.1.51 
 
City of Columbia (2015) West Central Columbia Neighborhood Action Plan. 
https://www.como.gov/community-development/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2015/09/West-
Central-ADOPTED-FINAL-low-res.pdf 
 
Florence, M. D., Asbridge, M., & Veugelers, P. J. (2008). Diet Quality and Academic 
Performance. Journal of School Health, 78(4), 209-215. 
Retrieved http://us.stop-hunger.org/files/live/sites/stophunger-
us/files/HungerPdf/Impact%20of%20School%20Breakfast%20Study_tcm150-212606.pdf 
 
Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services. (2011). “Missouri County-Level Study”. 
Retrieved from http://health.mo.gov/data/CommunityDataProfiles/  
 
Missouri Economic Research and Information Center Columbia, MO. 
https://missourieconomy.org/pdfs/columbia.pdf 
 
United States Census Bureau. Boone County, Missouri Quickfacts. 
https://census.gov/quickfacts/table/HCN010212/29019  
 
United States Department of Agriculture (2012). Census of Agriculture. Market Value of 
Agricultural Products Sold Including Direct Sales: 2012 and 2007. 
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2012/Full_Report/Volume_1,_Chapter_2_Co
unty_Level/Missouri/st29_2_002_002.pdf 
 
United States Department of Agriculture Economic Research Service. Food Expenditure Series. 
https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/food-expenditure-series/ 

http://booneindicators.org/
https://www.como.gov/community-development/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2015/09/West-Central-ADOPTED-FINAL-low-res.pdf
https://www.como.gov/community-development/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2015/09/West-Central-ADOPTED-FINAL-low-res.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2012/Full_Report/Volume_1,_Chapter_2_County_Level/Missouri/st29_2_002_002.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2012/Full_Report/Volume_1,_Chapter_2_County_Level/Missouri/st29_2_002_002.pdf
https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/food-expenditure-series/


Partnership Table:  
Capital Campaign and Program Partners for the Agriculture Park 

List of partners engaged in the Agriculture Park project, their role in the Capital Campaign (and funding amount), and their role in the 
ongoing programming (and funding amount) 

 

#  
Who: 

 
Capital Campaign Role(s): 

Capital 
Funding 
Support: 

 
Programming Role(s) 

Programming 
funding 
Support: 

 “Project User Beneficiaries” (Exhibit B) 

1 Columbia Center 
for Urban 
Agriculture 
(CCUA) 

-Jointly fundraise for Capital project na -Operate urban farm and 
programing (education, 
produce donations, 
beautification) at the 
Agriculture Park and off-site 
around Columbia.  

Ongoing 
fundraising for 
on-site 
programs. 

2 Columbia 
Farmers Market 
(CFM) 

-Jointly fundraise for Capital project na -Coordination of 3x/week 
market at the Agriculture Park 

Uses vendor 
fees as 
primary 
income for 
market 
operation. 

3 Sustainable 
Farms & 
Communities 
(SF&C) 

-Jointly fundraise for Capital project na -Provide SNAP and WIC 
matching benefits for sales at 
CFM for families that have 
children 19 and older, 
disabled or elderly.  

Ongoing 
fundraising for 
SNAP/WIC- 
matching 
programs. 

 Local Governmental Partners 

4 City of Columbia  
(The Applicant) 

-Approval and oversight (City Council) 
-Financing via Designated Loan Fund 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



-Owner of land, project manager of 
construction at Agriculture Park,  long 
term maintenance (Parks & Rec) 
 
 
 
 
-Funding to support tourism efforts of 
Agriculture Park (Convention & Visitor 
Bureau) 

-$400,000,  -in-
kind labor, 
construction & 
planning 
 
 
-$75,000 

-Ongoing park maintenance 
-Coordinate the rental of 
spaces within the Agriculture 
Park 

-Revenue 
generating for 
the project.  

5 Boone County 
-Children’s 
Service Fund 

na na -Funding for PLANTS 
Program,  
-Opportunity Gardens 
Program, workshops at the 
park, Saturday-morning 
greeters,  
-SNAP and WIC matching 
program (Access to Health 
Food).  

$188,807 / yr 
 

6 Boone County  
-Medical/Health 
Fund 

-Funding for educational signs, 
marketing, and construction of garden 
space.  

$46,000 Workshop series, children’s 
activities, and greeters at the 
Agriculture Park. 

$30,115 / yr 

7 Columbia Public 
Schools 

na na -Partner with CCUA on “Farm 
to School” program at 8 of the 
“Title 1” schools 

$40,000 / yr 

8 Daniel Boone 
Regional Library 
 

-Capital support PENDING -Support resource library at 
the park.  

PENDING 

9 Boone County 
Soil and Water 
Conservation 
District / National 
Association of 
Conservation 
Districts 

-Planning support for early phase of 
capital effort 

-$48,000   



 State Governmental Partners 

10 Missouri 
Department of 
Agriculture 

-Grant funding awarded 
-PENDING grant from MASBDA 

-$7,500 (Urban 
Ag grant) 
 
-Grant pending, 
$200,000 from 
MASBDA for 
value added 
equipment 
(Due April 19’) 

-Exploring collaboration with 
Department of Agriculture’s 
Marketing Division to use the 
Agriculture Park to promote 
Missouri Agriculture.  
-Provides funding for 
promotion of educational 
programming during the CFM 
at the Ag Park, and CCUA 
support funding to offer 
educational programming. 

SCBG 
$50,000 over 
2 years 

11 Missouri 
Department of 
Conservation 

-Funding support for storm water and 
native habitat development  

PENDING -Education support about 
native plants, habitat and 
‘field-to-table’ activities 

PENDING 

 Federal Partners 

12 USDA  
-Local Food 
Promotion 
Program 

-Planning support of the kitchen design 
and business plan development 

$29,000 na na 

13 US Department 
of Interior 
Outdoor 
Recreation 
Legacy 
Partnership 
Program  

Dedicated funding for a range of 
Agriculture Park features: sidewalks, 
gardens, parking lot, playground, 
stage, and more.  
(NOTE: this project was initially 
reviewed by MO State Parks and MO 
DNR.  State Parks serves as a pass 
through for the federal money.) 
 

$400,000 na na 

14 US Fisheries and 
Wildlife 

Design of stormwater/natural area, 
purchase of plants and signage. 

PENDING na na 



 University Partners 

15 MU Health Care -Lead naming sponsor of the “MU 
Health Care Pavilion” 

$495,000 to 
Capital 
Campaign 

-Exploring ways to coordinate 
patient care and using the Ag 
Park as a resource (i.e. 
nutrition consulting, food 
social work, long-range 
research, etc.) 

PENDING 

16 MU Extension -In negotiations, possible support for 
kitchen and resource center. 
 

PENDING -Jointly support ‘Horticulture 
Specialist’ (PENDING) 
-Provide business 
development assistance to 
farmers and food 
entrepreneurs. 
-Collaboration with 4-H and 
other Extension programming 

PENDING 

 Private Partners 

17 Missouri 
Foundation For 
Health 

-One quarter of the total project budget 
is used for capital  

$125,000 
capital 

-Program support for 
development of and CCUA’s 
transition to the new 
Agriculture Park.  

$575,000 over 
4 years 

18 Heart of Missouri 
United Way 

na na -CCUA is certified and funded 
agency. Financial support for 
Opportunity Gardens and 
Farm to School programs. 
-SF&C is certified agency. 

$73,054 / yr 
 

19 Fair Food 
Network 

na na -Provides SNAP matching 
funds for all SNAP users at 
CFM. 

$15,000 /  yr 

20 Food Bank for 
Central and 
Northeast 
Missouri 

na na - Distributes fresh food grown 
by CCUA to families living in 
poverty. 

na 



21 Columbia 
Housing 
Authority 

na na -Partner with CCUA to deliver 
the “Opportunity Gardens”, a 
home garden mentoring 
program, and maintain small 
fruit orchard for residents. 

$6,000 / yr 

22 Corporate 
Donors 

-See donor list (32 businesses) $995,400 Many of these businesses 
also donate to programming 

na 

23 Individual Donors -See donor list (424 people) $1,028,000 Many of these individuals also 
donate to programming 

na 

24 Family Trusts -See donor list (7 trusts) $600,000 Many of these Trusts also 
donate to programming 

na 
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Agriculture Park: phasing map
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= Phase 2
We are seeking tax credit assistance with Phase 2 which is not yet

funded. Phase 2 construction will occur 2020-2021. All un-highlighted
portions of the map are a part of Phase 1, which is currently under

construction. Phase 1 of this two-phase project has been fully funded.

April, 10, 2019
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Missouri Development Finance Board   

Supporting Attachment  

Proposal from Columbia, MO 
Columbia’s Agriculture Park 

 

Date:  3-29-19 

Total Estimated Project Budget/Cost:   $___8,091,545_____ 

Total Amount of Proposed Contribution:   $___4,000,000_____ 

Total Tax Credit Amount (50% of Contribution):  $___2,000,000_____ 

 

Name:  City of Columbia 

Address: 701 E. Broadway 

City:  Columbia    County:  Boone   Zip:  65201 

Contact:  John Glascock   Phone:  573-874-6338  

Title:  Interim City Manager   Fax:    573-442-8828 

Email:  John.Glascock@como.gov 

 

B. The Project 

1. Project Description 
What is the expected date of commencement of construction of the Project? 
Date: 
 
Phase 1 Construction began July 2018 
Phase 2 Construction is expected to begin late 2019 or early 2020 
 
 
What is the date the Project is expected to commence operations? 
Date: 

 

Phase 1 of the project is slated to open in Spring 2019 

Phase 2 of the project is estimated to open Spring 2021 

 

B. The Project 

2. Project Costs and Ongoing Sustainability: 

 
On the following table, state the costs reasonably necessary for the acquisition of the 

site and/or construction of the proposed Project together with any machinery and 

equipment in connection therewith, including any utilities hook-up, access roads, or 

appurtenant structures. Additionally, on a separate attachment explain how the project 

will be financially self-sustainable on an ongoing basis. Attach an annual income and 

expense Proforma for the project demonstrating sustainability. 

 

Proforma projections from the City of Columbia Parks & Recreation for the operation and 

maintenance of the facility are included in the attachments. 
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CCUA’s proforma of on-site programing activities is included in the attachments.    

 

Also included in the attachments is a feasibility study on the kitchen space within the “Event, 

Kitchen, Resource Center” that was completed in 2017.  This study includes proforma 

projections for the operation of this kitchen facility.  Funding for this report was secured by a 

USDA Local Food Promotion Project, Planning Grant.   

 

NOTES on the budget table on Page 4 of 9:  

 

The column entitled “Non-Contribution Amount” includes all of the donations made as of 3-28-

19, and represents the entirety of Phase 1 of the project.  The first phase of the project is 

currently underway with the scheduled opening of the Agriculture Park coming Spring 2019.  

There are more details about the phasing of the project in the attached map and elsewhere in 

the proposal that show the extent and scope of this phase.  Also note, items included in the 

“Accounting, Legal, Miscellaneous” line item in the “Non-Contribution Amount” column include: 

staff time to operate the fundraising campaign and marketing costs (i.e. website, printing, 

advertising) to support the fundraising/promotion campaign for the project.    

 

The column entitled “Cost Financed with Contribution Proceeds” are the items in the second 

and final phase of the project. The table below provides cost estimates on items within Phase 2 

that are sub-divided into two parts.  

 

Cost estimates for Phase 2, subdivided into two parts: 

 

Part 1 
East & West Pavilion Expansion:  $1,631,000 
Event, Kitchen, Resource Center:  $100,000 

TOTAL Part 1      $1,731,000 
  
  
Part 2 

Event, Kitchen, Resource Center:  $2,169,000 
Second Cell of Customer Parking:  $100,000 

TOTAL Part 2      $2,269,000 
 
GRAND TOTAL OF PHASE 2 (Part 1 and 2): $4,000,000 
 

More details of Phase 2, Part 1:  

The East & West Pavilion Expansion is a critical mass of work that is “shovel ready”.  It has 

already been permitted and bid, and construction on this could begin as soon as late 2019.   

 

There are Architecture/Engineering expenses for the “Event, Kitchen, and Resource Center” 

needed before the project can move forward to permitting and bidding.  These expenses are 

included in Phase 2, Part 1 as it is a timely step to keep progress moving forward.  The design 

process is currently about 65% complete, and the last step (Construction Documentation) is 

needed before it can be permitted and sent out to bid.  
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Source of Funds: 

State amount and sources of financing for all of the Project costs listed above. 

 

***AS OF 3-28-19*** 

 

Sources     Amount 

Contribution Proceeds    $ 4,000,000  

Applicant’s Funds (Describe Sources)  $ 475,000  

Federal Funds (Describe Sources)   $ 429,000  

State Funds (Describe Sources)   $ 7,500  

Private Funds (non-Contributions)   $ 3,134,045 

Other (Describe Sources)  $ 46,000  

 

TOTAL      $ 8,091,545 

 

Provide a detailed description for all State, Federal, Private or Other funding sources 

listed above. Include agency and program name, respective amounts if more than one 

source is involved on the same line, and a copy of the funding commitment or approval 

setting forth the terms of funding. If approval has not been received, provide an 

explanation of where the application or request is in the review process, and the 

expected date of approval. The ability to demonstrate a high level of certainty in 

obtaining all funding identified to complete the project as presented is a factor the Board 

considers. 

 

 

State Funding:  $7,500 Missouri Department of Agriculture: Urban and Non-Traditional 

Grant Program  

(Note: PENDING $20,000 from Missouri Department of Conservation) 

 

Federal Funding:  $429,000 

=$400,000  Land and Water Conservation Fund (Department of Interior 

with Missouri Department of Natural Resources pass through).  

   =$29,000  USDA Local Food Promotion Project (Planning Grant) 

 

Private donors  $4,000,000 (Contribution Proceeds not yet secured) 

 

$3,134,044.81 (Raised as of 3-28-19) 

=from: $ 1,114,570.34  Individuals  

$ 1,041,606.97  Businesses   

$ 600,500   Family and Private Trusts 

$ 377,367.50   Private Grantors 

A list of all donors organized by donation ranges can be seen at 

https://buildthistown.org/campaign-donors and in attachments. 
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City Funding:  $475,000  

= $400,000  Parks & Rec Sales Tax.  

=$75,000  Convention & Visitors Bureau   

=* In-kind labor (not included in monetary figures)   

 

County Funding:  $46,000  

= $46,000  Boone County Health Fund 

 

Total:    $8,091,544.81     

 

 

*NOTE:  The City of Columbia has also contributed and pledged to contribute via in-kind 

labor.  Tasks include construction administration, landscape design/install as well as 

construction of multiple smaller structures and park features throughout the park.  The value of 

this time is NOT included in the monetary figures listed in the “Sources of Funds” section.  

 

 

B. The Project 

3. Certified Minority (MBE) and Women-Owned Business Enterprise 

(WBE) Participation 
The Board encourages the involvement of minority and women-owned businesses as 

certified by either the Missouri Office of Administration (OA) for state agency 

applications, or the municipality submitting the application for local projects. If the 

application is from a local government, please attach a copy of the Applicant’s MBE/WBE 

Policy and Procedures pertaining to this subject, or the link to the local government’s 

website where this information can be obtained. If the Applicant has policies and 

procedures in place, adherence to these policies and procedures will be a stipulation of 

the use of Contributions. If policies are not in place, please denote same and note that 

you will be required to contact OA to develop a plan to address this matter. 

The Office of Administration list of certified businesses by region can be found at 

http://oeo.mo.gov/ for those communities that do not maintain their own certification 

Program. 

 

Please estimate the number of each type business the Applicant and/or Principal User 

expects to utilize in the construction and equipping of the Project. 

No. of Firms   Amount 

Minority Business Enterprise (MBE)  ___0___  ___0___ 

Women Business Enterprise (WBE)  ___0___  ___0___ 

 

 

NOTE:  The City of Columbia uses the “Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Program” as its 

standard policy for all bidding and negotiations.  The scope of work bid out in phase1 of this 

project received 8 competitive bids.  The lowest and winning bidder was not at MBE or WBE, 
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and was significantly lower than the next lowest bidder (also not a MBE or WBE). More 

information about the “Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Program” can be here: 

https://www.como.gov/finance/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2015/11/CITY-OF-COLUMBIA-DBE-

PROGRAM-Updated-April-2014.pdf  

 

 

C. FINANCIAL INFORMATION  

1. Financial Statements: 
Attach audited financial statements for at least the last three (3) fiscal years, including 

the most recent interim statement (not more than 90 days old). 

 

City of Columbia: 

FY 2016 CAFR 

https://www.como.gov/finance/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2017/02/FY-2016-Comprehensive-

Annual-Financial-Report.pdf   

 

FY 2017 CAFR 

https://www.como.gov/finance/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2018/02/City-of-Columbia-MO-

CAFR-FY2017.pdf  

 

FY 2018 CAFR 

https://www.como.gov/finance/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2019/02/FY-2018-CAFR.pdf  

 

The next interim statement will be available at the end of April (for FY 2019 six months).  The 

City only does interim statements at six months and nine months. So the most recent statement 

would be the EOY FY 2018, which is the 2018 CAFR. 

 

 

D. Project Revenues 
 

Cost Benefit Analysis - Waived 

 

 

F. Use of the Project 
 

See Exhibit B below 
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EXHIBIT A 

PROJECT NARRATIVES 
Please address each of the following statements. (Provide separate attachments as 

necessary.) 

 

1. Provide a description of the project, including land, buildings, improvements, 

machinery and equipment to be acquired or constructed, and the principal use of the 

facilities once complete. 

 

Project: (Executive Summary) 

Columbia’s Agriculture Park is a public-private partnership being developed as a regional 

destination to connect Missourians to local agriculture. Columbia Parks and Recreation, the 

owner of the site, is working with three non-profits, Columbia Center for Urban Agriculture 

(CCUA), Columbia Farmers Market (CFM), and Sustainable Farms and Communities (SF&C), 

to construct and operate the facility on 10-acres of an under-utilized city park in West Central 

Columbia. Agreements between the partners are included in the attachments. The partners are 

seeking tax credits from Missouri Development Finance Board to construct the final phase of 

infrastructure at this site. Columbia's Agriculture Park will include: 

• A four-season producer-only Farmers Market serving 98 vendors from a 50-mile radius 

of Columbia and 2,000-4,000 customers weekly. 

• 3 acres of farm and garden demonstrations which will produce 50,000 pounds of fresh 

food annually, all of which is donated to local food pantries. 

• A one-room school house/outdoor classroom with facilitated educational experiences to 

connect learners to healthy eating, agriculture, and the land. 

• Outdoor learning spaces. 

• A walking/running trail connecting to the city’s Activity and Recreation Center. 

• A central plaza serving as a gathering place for our whole community. 

• An Event, Kitchen, and Resource Center providing educational and entrepreneurial 

space. 

Over $4 million has been raised to date and Phase 1 construction will be completed in 2019. 

This proposal requests funds for the project’s second and final phase. Phase 2 completes the 

Farmers Market pavilion and builds the Event, Kitchen, and Resource Center. MDFB tax credits 

will support Phase 2 construction. 

 



7 
 

When construction is complete, Columbia's Agriculture Park will be a destination for Mid-

Missouri commerce, education, and tourism. The completed park is expected to host over 

100,000 visitors every year. Money spent at the market will invigorate the small communities 

surrounding Columbia. The Urban Farm at the park, which will grow and donate 50,000 pounds 

of fresh produce annually for the Food Bank of Central and Northeast Missouri, will also provide 

beginning farmers, gardeners, and students with a hands-on learning environment where they 

can hone their skills. Facilitated educational experiences for Columbia’s youth will connect 

agriculture to math, science, social studies, and health. Park visitors will have the opportunity to 

bring themselves closer to the food they eat; whether it is meeting a farmer at the market, 

learning how to grow food in a backyard or on a commercial scale, or participating in a hands-on 

lesson to increase understanding of the hard work and complex systems that bring us our food. 

 

Land:  

Clary-Shy Community Park is a 20-acre park in West Central Columbia that was acquired by the 

City of Columbia in 1992 with the vision of creating a beloved park with community center. Prior 

to the City’s ownership, this site was home to the Boone County Fairgrounds from 1947 to 1991. 

Columbia Farmers Market has operated on this site since 1980 in a parking lot under pop-up 

tents. The ARC opened in 2001, and currently occupies about half of the total site. The other 

half of Clary-Shy Park is now the site of Columbia’s Agriculture Park.  This in-fill project builds 

on the success of the ARC and it complements this existing investment. 

 

Buildings and Improvements:  

Phase 1 of this project is funded and will be completed by the end of 2019. The park opens in 

Spring 2019. The scope of Phase 1 construction includes: earthwork, utility upgrades, storm 

water upgrades, concrete for the MU Health Care Pavilion, the middle portion of the MU Health 

Care Pavilion structure, a paved trail network through the park, barn, greenhouse, one-room 

schoolhouse, nature play area, playground, pedestrian plaza, and 3+ acres of demonstration 

and production gardens. 

 

The forthcoming Phase 2 (the focus of this request) of development includes: completion of the 

MU Health Care Pavilion and construction of the 10,000 square foot Event, Kitchen & Resource 

Center.  
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• The Pavilion completion will add two wings (each ~11,000 square feet) to the covered 

space. Once complete, the pavilion will hold 98 farmer-vendors under one roof and will 

serve over 100,000 customers annually. 

• The Event, Kitchen and Resource Center is a ~10,000 square foot all-season building 

that will significantly increase the functionality of the site. This building includes: 

o Fully air conditioned and heated, rentable space for 175 people which can host 

workshops, conferences, trainings, weddings, and more. 

o Commercial teaching kitchen to support cooking, nutrition, and entrepreneurial 

programs. 

o Collaborative space with educational materials, offices, and community meeting 

rooms.   

i. The teaching kitchen, collaborative teaching space and office space will 

be programmed and utilized by all the project partners: Columbia Center 

for Urban Agriculture, Columbia Farmers Market, Sustainable Farms & 

Communities, Columbia Parks & Rec, as well as by other educational 

partners: MU Extension, Boone County Extension, MU Health Care, 

Columbia Public Schools, Daniel Boone Regional Library, Boone 

County/Columbia Health Department, and many others.  Community 

Meeting rooms will be used by the partners listed here and available for 

reservation by community members/groups.  

 

Machinery & Equipment: 

A tractor and implements have already been purchased with non-MDFB funds to maintain the 

park’s farm and garden demonstrations.  

 

In Phase 2, when the Event, Kitchen and Resource Center is built, it will include expenses for 

commercial food preparation equipment to facilitate cooking, food entrepreneurship, and group 

learning experiences. During Phase 2 construction, a heating system will be added to the MU 

Health Care Pavilion for use during the winter Farmers Market. MDFB tax credits are proposed 

to support these Phase 2 equipment expenses. 

 

Principal Use: 

This site will operate as a City Park; however it will host a unique suite of activities and 

programs which will be operated by the private partners, Columbia Center for Urban Agriculture 
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and Columbia Farmers Market. Additionally, other events/activities will be coordinated by Parks 

& Recreation. The MU Health Care Pavilion and Event Center will be rented to groups for 

events, conferences, trade shows, weddings, and other events. The MU Health Care Pavilion is 

a unique structure. The farmers’ market configuration where vehicles back up to a booth will 

attract regional events such as car shows, antique markets, and trade shows. 

 

Columbia Farmers Market will operate at the park year-round on Saturday mornings and several 

weekday afternoons. Over the last decade advances in technology to improve winter growing 

have created a market environment where customers can purchase locally-grown produce, 

meat, cheese, and baked goods every week of the year. Columbia Farmers Market has been 

operating a winter market indoors at a local shopping mall since 2010. In spring, summer, and 

fall the market will operate three days per week under the new shelter. Previously at this 

outdoor market, adverse weather would negatively impact sales; the pavilion will protect 

farmers’ sales by keeping customers comfortable. The pavilion itself will bring more visibility to 

the market. People driving by the park will constantly be reminded of the market’s presence. As 

the market and customer base grows, there is the opportunity for daily market hours. 

 

The market is a rural-urban interface that not only brings people together but provides an 

economic engine to support rural farming communities in mid-Missouri. 

 

Columbia Center for Urban Agriculture will build and maintain interpretive gardening 

demonstrations throughout the park. Through CCUA’s “Planting for the Pantry” program, food 

grown on site will be donated to the Food Bank of Central and Northeast Missouri. It is 

estimated that the site has a production capacity of 50,000 pounds of produce annually. CCUA’s 

existing educational programs will be expanded at the park. Workshops, field trips, and 

numerous hands-on learning opportunities will be provided at the site. The new site will allow 

CCUA to offer new programs such as a Resource Center where the public can access 

information and borrow tools. A new Commercial/Teaching Kitchen will support food 

entrepreneurs and host cooking classes. The park will also serve as CCUA’s base of operations 

for outreach in the community through its Opportunity Gardens, Garden Pro, and Farm-to-

School Programs. Volunteer, internship, and service-learning activities will occur at the site six 

days a week. 
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Columbia Center for Urban Agriculture, Columbia Farmers Market, and University of Missouri 

Extension have applied for funds from the Missouri Department of Agriculture’s Specialty Crop 

Block Grant to hire an Ag Businesses Educator to work onsite, building the business skills of 

farmers and prospective farmers. 

 

2. Describe the public policy objective(s) that will be supported by the Project. 

Rural economic development: 

Columbia Farmers Market provides an outlet for farmers to sell their goods at competitive 

prices, network with fellow growers, and build friendships. The revenue and business 

connections made in the larger Columbia community help to circulate dollars though the region 

and builds a stronger network of business and social capital. Sales at the Market send dollars 

from city customers to the rural areas surrounding Columbia reversing the typical rural to city 

cash flow.  It’s estimated that less than 1% of money spent on food in Boone County is direct-

marketed from local farmers (US Census of Agriculture). If spending on local food was 

increased by just 1%, an additional $7,400,000 would stay in mid-Missouri (USDA, US Census, 

MERIC). 

 

Educational programs: 

46% of Columbia Public Schools students receive free or reduced lunch, an indicator of poverty 

and food insecurity. In Columbia, the students receiving free or reduced lunch score lower on 

standardized tests, and attend school less often (Boone Indicators, 2017). Research shows that 

children with less nutritious diets score lower on standardized literacy assessments, experience 

more school absences, and have a lower general health status (Florence el al., 2008) (Brown et 

al., 2008) (Casey, 2005).  

 

Columbia's Agriculture Park will address these health and education-related disparities that 

exist in Columbia. Field trips, summer camps and after school learning/enrichment activities for 

K-12 students will provide engaging, hands-on, curriculum-tied programs to schools in high-

poverty neighborhoods. The current relationships that CCUA, CFM and Parks & Recreation 

have with both public and private schools will be enhanced at this new site. This facility and the 

partners are responding to Columbia Public Schools’ commitment and investment in place-

based learning, the concept of using the local community as the context for learning. 
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Continuing education for adults will be a central part of Columbia's Agriculture Park. The 

practical skills of growing food, cooking healthy meals, and teaching others will be made 

available to thousands of adults each year. All of these items tie to improvement in both physical 

and mental health through proactive measures.  

 

Healthy Lifestyles: 

According to the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services, 86% of Boone County 

Residents do not eat the recommended five servings of fruits and vegetables daily, and over 

half of residents are overweight or obese. 

 

Creating healthy communities requires a multi-pronged strategy that will be sustained for 

generations. Investments at Columbia's Agriculture Park complement investments at the 

adjacent Activities and Recreation Center. Emphasizing growing, cooking and eating 

complement the ARC’s emphasis on physical activity. Strategic partners from the health 

professions have joined this effort, such as MU Health Care, Columbia/Boone County 

Department of Health and Human Services, Boone County Children’s Service Fund, and Family 

Health Center. These partners are developing novel (and fun) ways to provide more options for 

preventative health promotion activities.  

 

Neighborhood Revitalization: 

The West Central Columbia Neighborhood includes Clary-Shy Park. This neighborhood has 

incomes and education levels that are lower than the city as a whole. The neighborhood has a 

higher proportion of minority residents than the city as a whole. There is a high concentration of 

low-income apartments and Section 8 housing immediately adjacent to the park. 

In the most recent “West Central Columbia Neighborhood Plan”, Priority 3 recommends 

“Establish an off-street greenway path to connect the ARC/Farmers Market, Shelter Gardens 

and West Middle School properties.” This is referring to the location of Columbia's Agriculture 

Park. By redeveloping this site with walking paths, benches, restrooms, and interesting 

demonstrations, a greenway will be created linking the adjacent properties. Priority 3 also 

makes the recommendation to “Explore opportunities to add and improve parks, greenspace, 

and community gardens in the neighborhood.” The Park’s complete lack of outdoor amenities 

makes it a prime location for the type of improvements outlined in this priority. Priority 4 in the 

action plan makes the recommendation to “Establish new gathering places, pocket parks, 

pavilions, and art installations.” Columbia Farmers Market, has operated from this site since 
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1980 and is one of the defining features of the West Central Neighborhood. A pavilion at 

Columbia's Agriculture Park won’t only serve the needs of this vibrant farmers’ market, it will 

provide the neighborhood with a much-needed place to gather. These improvements to the built 

environment will facilitate improved neighborhood social cohesion and provide positive ripple 

effects for many socially determined health and equity factors.  

 

Access to Healthy Foods: 

SNAP benefits (i.e. food stamps) are accepted at Columbia Farmers Market. Furthermore, 

Columbia Farmers Market and its partner, Sustainable Farms and Communities, offers a 

matching program that doubles the value of SNAP benefits up to $50 per week. SNAP dollars 

(federal) and match dollars (county) increase the accessibility of healthy food for families living 

with low to moderate income, and help circulate these dollars into the farming communities 

throughout mid-Missouri. The park improvements will drive more traffic to the park and increase 

sales by customers who use SNAP. 

 

Families who learn gardening skills at the park will be empowered to grow their own healthy 

foods. Often families with limited food budgets purchase calorie-dense foods and forgo nutrient-

dense foods, like fruits and vegetables. Gardening creates a situation of abundance, and is an 

accessible activity for most any income level. Nutrition education and cooking classes in the 

Event, Kitchen, and Resource Center will help families develop cooking skills, encouraging them 

to purchase and grow more locally-grown products. 

 

 

3. Describe and quantify the project’s primary beneficiaries or targeted 

audience/clientele served. 

Farmers in 50-mile radius of Columbia MO:  

CFM is a ‘producer only’ market, meaning that vendors must grow the food themselves in order 

to sell at this market. This provides a level of integrity to the shopping experience for both the 

customers and vendors and ensures that dollars spent in this market circulate into Mid-Missouri. 

The market is a business incubator. It allows farmers to test their products and build customer 

relationships as they grow their businesses. An excellent example of this is the Stanton 

Brothers. Two young entrepreneurs sold their first half-dozen eggs at Columbia Farmers 

Market. Today they operate the largest free-range egg operation in the United States, with 

marketing outlets far beyond the farmers market. 
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Shoppers in Mid-Missouri, especially Columbia:  

There is a growing interest in knowing more about how and where one’s food is grown. The 

relationships created at the farmers market further enrich the experience for the shoppers in 

addition to their gaining access quality local foods. These relationships reinforce the positive 

relationship between consumers and healthy food. 

 

Youth through hands-on education:  

The urbanization of our society over the last few generations has reduced the amount of 

outdoor time that kids experience. Urban Agriculture helps re-connect young people to the land 

and can spark a lifelong interest or future career in growing food. The park’s programs will 

complement lessons taught in the classroom.  

 

Low-moderate income clientele:  

Low-income families will benefit from the SNAP matching programs previously mentioned. In 

recent years, an average of $75,000 in SNAP and SNAP matching dollars is spent at the 

Columbia Farmers Market every year. Through “Planting for the Pantry” donations, all of the 

food grown at Columbia’s Agriculture Park will be distributed to hunger relief channels in the 

local community. Additionally, each week vendors donate some of their surplus to the Food 

Bank, last year those donations totaled 17,000 pounds. An estimated 10,000 families in 

Columbia get food/nutritional support from the “Central Pantry” monthly to help meet their basic 

needs. Ensuring that these families have access to nutrient-dense foods will encourage healthy 

living and support their quality of life.   

 

 

4. Explain the economic impact this project will have on the State of Missouri and the 

community in which it is located. 

Columbia’s Agriculture Park promotes economic growth in rural Missouri, creating opportunities 

for specialty crops and direct-marketed commodities in the agricultural sector. The Federal 

Reserve Bank of St. Louis released a report in 2017 that looked at investments in regional food 

systems. The report notes, “The ability of urban consumers to purchase food, feed, fiber, energy 

and tourism/recreational opportunities from rural areas is a crucial factor in the development of 

rural areas, reflecting the global trend toward market-led strategies. In this view, government 

investment in production, distribution and market infrastructure can be seen as a mechanism to 
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compensate for the market imperfections that are at the root of regional disparities.” (Federal 

Reserve, 2017). 

 

It is estimated that food purchases in Boone County, Missouri surpass $740 million every year 

(USDA). It is currently estimated that less than 1% of that food was purchased from mid-

Missouri Farms (USDA Census of Agriculture). If Boone County could increase local food 

purchases by 1%, that would equal $7.4 million every year that would stay in mid-Missouri. 

Missouri’s climate is suitable to a wide variety of agricultural crops and many of the products are 

imported from out of the state or out of the country. “Import substitution is one of the earliest 

tenets of economic development: the idea that by protecting certain industries (e.g., agriculture), 

the sector can develop workers’ skills and experience, as well as expand productivity. In the 

context of local food, regions can be seen as decreasing food and agricultural imports and 

replacing them with locally grown, processed and distributed products.” (Federal Reserve, 

2017). 

 

Increasing local food purchases will replace food imports into the state. This is supported by the 

Missouri Department of Agriculture’s “Missouri Grown” program. The program’s website says it 

best: “From pears to pork, hundreds of fresh and nutritious products are grown by the men and 

women of Missouri agriculture. When you pick Missouri Grown products, you show your state 

pride and support your neighbors — the farmers and business owners who make Missouri so 

great.” Missouri farmland that is converted to high-value specialty crops or direct-marketed 

commodities generates more income for the farmer, and keeps money circulating locally. 

 

The Columbia Farmers Market is a business incubator. It allows farmers to test their products 

and build customer relationships as they grow their businesses. An excellent example of this is 

the Stanton Brothers. Two young entrepreneurs sold their first half-dozen eggs at Columbia 

Farmers Market. Today they operate one of the largest free-range egg operation in the United 

States, with marketing outlets far beyond the farmers market. Columbia’s Agriculture Park and 

the expansion of the Columbia Farmers Market will increase the number of consumers and 

producers buying and selling locally-grown products. “Local food markets, especially direct-to-

consumer outlets such as farmers markets and community supported agriculture (CSA), also 

provide an affordable, low‐risk and scale‐appropriate point of entry for the growing number of 

new and transitioning farmers and entrepreneurs who are just beginning to launch their farm 

businesses. With the average age of the U.S. farmer now exceeding 58, the need to encourage 
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people to consider farming as a career choice (whether as a first career, second career or part‐

time career) has never been greater.” (Federal Reserve, 2017) 

 

Columbia Convention and Visitors Bureau has invested in the project because of the park’s 

potential to attract out of town guests, and extend the length of stay for out-of-town visitors. 

Columbia has many wonderful attractions which bring people to our town: sports, conferences, 

festivals, and more. The Columbia Farmers Market, and Columbia’s Agriculture Park, in 

combination with these large attractions serve to extend the stay of visitors to our town. For 

example, last summer Columbia was one of many cities across the country prime for viewing 

the solar eclipse. The eclipse occurred on Monday, August 21, 2017. The Columbia Farmers 

Market surveyed customers on Saturday, August 19, 2017, to determine how far customers 

travelled to the market. Results showed that 35.7% of visitors came from out of town, with many 

from out of out of state or out of country. Many of these visitors came to Columbia to see 

Monday’s eclipse. These eclipse tourists were in Columbia on Saturday morning for a Monday 

afternoon event. This data reinforces our argument that the Columbia Farmers Market 

enhances and lengthens a visitor’s stay. 

 

The park, as a venue, will host a unique suite of activities and programs which will be operated 

by the private partners, Columbia Center for Urban Agriculture and Columbia Farmers Market. 

The MU Health Care Pavilion is a functional structure conducive to a range of uses. The 

farmers’ market configuration where vehicles back up to a booth will attract regional events such 

as car shows, antique markets, and trade shows. The indoor space at the park’s Event, Kitchen, 

and Resource Center will be rented to groups for events, conferences, trade shows, weddings, 

and other events. Outdoor space at the park can be used for hands-on components of 

educational events.  

 

The neighborhood adjacent to this park is a low-moderate income and the housing stock has 

redevelopment potential. Investment in home rehabilitation or new development will follow the 

park’s development. 

 

5. Explain the non-economic benefits this project will have on the community and state. 

In today’s social environment, there is a disconnect between urban and rural America. The 

Columbia Farmers Market provides a place where rural and urban people can build friendships 

and better understand each other. Very few places in our state offer this type of interaction. 
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Connecting the city to the country, and increasing understanding of rural issues may be one of 

the most important benefits of this project. 

 

This project meets identified community needs. The park improvements address infrastructure 

improvements identified in the West Central Columbia Neighborhood Plan. The park’s programs 

will support health education in a community where over half of residents are overweight or 

obese. Educational achievement gaps identified by Columbia Public Schools are being 

addressed by partner organizations who will benefit from the park.  

 

The completed park is expected to host over 100,000 visitors every year who will learn about 

food and agriculture. The park, will grow and donate 50,000 pounds of fresh produce annually 

for the Food Bank of Central and Northeast Missouri, will also provide beginning farmers, 

gardeners, and students with a hands-on learning environment where they can hone their skills. 

Facilitated educational experiences for Columbia’s youth will connect agriculture to math, 

science, social studies, and health. Park visitors will have the opportunity to bring themselves 

closer to the food they eat; whether it is meeting a farmer at the market, learning how to grow 

food in a backyard or on a commercial scale, or participating in a hands-on lesson to increase 

understanding of the hard work and complex systems that bring us our food. These community 

benefits are explained in further detail in Exhibit B. 

 

6. Describe the local Governmental financial support for the project, both direct and 

indirect. 

City of Columbia owns Clary-Shy Park--the land where Columbia's Agriculture Park is located.   

 

Parks and Recreation contributed $400,000 from the dedicated Park sales tax. Columbia 

Convention and Visitors Bureau contributed $75,000 from their Attraction Development Fund. 

 

Columbia’s Parks and Recreation department has contributed significant in-kind staff time to the 

project. In addition to all of the staff time that has gone into the visioning, planning, and 

fundraising aspects of the project, Parks and Recreation is overseeing construction 

administration of the general contractor currently working at the site. Parks and Recreation will 

serve as the general contractor for construction of the barn, greenhouse, one-room 

schoolhouse, playground, and sidewalks; these items are beyond the scope of our hired general 
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contractor. This contribution of staff time is not reflected in the project cost estimates listed 

elsewhere in the project. 

 

City of Columbia is financing the project’s cash flow from the city’s Designated Loan Fund. 

Signed pledge cards are used to secure cash from the fund, the fund is paid back as donors 

make payments on their multi-year pledges. All payment due dates have been met.  

 

7. How did you determine the amount of local city/county cash or local non-profit cash 

to be dedicated to the project? 

In 2015, the renewal of Columbia’s Park Sales Tax was passed with $400,000 earmarked for 

Columbia's Agriculture Park. This contribution to the project seeded the capital campaign in its 

early phases. Parks and Recreation was able to win a grant of $400,000 from the US 

Department of Interior to match the city’s initial investment. In 2018, Columbia’s Convention and 

Visitors Bureau awarded $75,000 to the capital campaign based on the project’s ability to 

enhance the city as a tourism destination. The remainder of the project has been fundraised for 

by private partners. The private partners have staff working to fundraise for the park’s capital 

campaign. 

 

 

8. Describe the fundraising history of the organization and how they intend to be 

successful in raising funds for this project using tax credits. 

The project’s non-profit partners bring many resources and talents to this city park. The project 

has raised over $4.0 Million in 27 months, 77% of which has been privately fundraised, and 23% 

of which comes from City, County, State, and Federal sources. The fundraising success to date 

(without the use of tax credits) indicates future fundraising with tax credits will be successful.  

 

The fundraising efforts to date have developed many strong partnership and donor prospects 

within the Mid-Missouri community. Many of these donors and prospective donors have 

indicated an interest in supporting the project with tax credits.  

 

 

9. Explain how this project will be financially self-sustainable upon completion. 

A lease agreement is in place with Columbia Center for Urban Agriculture to maintain gardens 

and provide educational programs. Columbia Farmers Market has a lease to operate the 
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farmers’ market. Much of the funding to support the programs at the park will come from these 

partner organizations' existing budgets. New sources of funding have already been secured for 

program expansion at the park. To cover expenses related to general park maintenance, 

Columbia Parks and Recreation will use operational funds which come from the City of 

Columbia's General Fund and rental fees. Columbia's Agriculture Park's multipurpose building 

and market pavilion will generate rental revenue for the department. A dedicated Park Sales 

Tax can be used to make future capital improvements at Columbia's Agriculture Park. 

 

CCUA has a diverse revenue stream that funds its day-to-day operations. Local grantors such 

as Heart of Missouri United Way and County of Boone, fund CCUA’s ongoing programs. 

Numerous other gifts from individuals, family foundations, and local businesses make up 

CCUA’s $730,000 annual budget. 

 

Columbia Farmers Market is funded by fees paid by its vendors. These fees fund rental fees 

paid to Parks and Recreation, the market’s staff, and market promotion. As the market grows, it 

will generate more vendor fees, allowing CFM to scale up accordingly.  
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EXHIBIT B 

PROJECT USER BENEFICIARY INFORMATION 
(Only to be completed when the Project will be used by or will benefit a non-profit or for-

profit business or other private person.) 

 

Is the Project User or the Beneficiary a 501(c)(3) corporation? If so, provide Proof of 

Status as a not-for-profit organization. 

__X__Yes ____No 

 

See ATTACH declaration  

 

2. Officers and Directors 

Title   Name   Address of Residence 

President  Jenny Young  2245 Bluff Blvd, Columbia, MO 65201 

Vice President  Leslie Meyer  105 S Edgewood Ave, Columbia MO 65203  

Secretary  Lisa Guillory   300 S Glenwood Ave, Columbia MO 65203 

Treasurer  Caroline Kobe  3405 Balboa Ln, Apt A, Columbia, MO 65203-3713  

Directors  Robbie Price  111 E Brandon Rd, Columbia, MO 65203 

   Jeff Chinn  504 Westmount Ave, Columbia Mo 65203 

   Molly Froidl  11931 I-70 Drive, NE, Columbia, MO 65202 

   Eleazar Gonzalez  5201 S. Cowan Rd, Columbia. MO. 65201 

   Harriet Yelon  1309 Overhill Ct, Columbia MO 65203 

   Jerry Schermer 4913 Royal Lytham Dr, Columbia MO 65203 

   John Scott  116 W Burnam Rd, Columbia MO 65203 

   Rachel Bacon  2703 E Walnut Rd, Columbia MO 65201 

 

 

 

6. Project User or the Beneficiary’s Current Operations: 

Briefly, describe the Project User’s or the Beneficiary’s operations, including description 

of existing products, facilities, services and in general, its method of operations, 

customers, clients and suppliers. 

 

The Private Partners: 
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There are three non-profit partners collaborating to develop and operate Columbia's Agriculture 

Park: Columbia Farmers Market, Sustainable Farms & Communities, and Columbia Center for 

Urban Agriculture. These three non-profits are jointly operating the private side of the capital 

campaign and leading the marketing efforts. These groups also operate programs/activities that 

will utilize Columbia's Agriculture Park once construction is complete.  

 

Columbia Farmers Market operates a producer-only farmers market three times per week. 

Vendors come from within a 50-mile radius of Columbia, their producer-only status is verified by 

periodic farm inspections; resale of products is not allowed. In recent years, the market regularly 

sees 2,000 - 3,000 customers on a Saturday, these customer counts are expected to increase 

when the market begins operating at Columbia's Agriculture Park. 

 

Sustainable Farms and Communities is the market’s sister organization. This 501c3 

organization operates a matching program which doubles the value of SNAP (food stamp) 

benefits at Columbia Farmers Market. The program gets more healthy, locally-produced food to 

struggling families, and puts more income in the pockets of local farmers. 

 

In addition to maintaining multiple garden sites in Columbia, Columbia Center for Urban 

Agriculture operates educational programs to help youth and adults develop 

gardening/farming/cooking/nutrition skills. Programming will occur on site at Columbia's 

Agriculture Park as well as many off-site location such as their current Urban Farm (in its 10th 

season of production), local schools, community gardens, partner agencies, and at the homes 

of low-income families throughout the city. CCUA’s operations will be explained in detail below. 

 

Of the private partners, Columbia Center for Urban Agriculture will be the primary user of 

Columbia's Agriculture Park. CCUA is a 501c3 not-for-profit organization founded in 2009. 

Currently, CCUA employs 13 full-time staff members. CCUA partners with AmeriCorps to bring 

four full-time staff to their team. In 2018, the organization worked with over 700 volunteers.  

 

Vision Statement: 

CCUA envisions a community transformed by good food for all with the skills to grow it.  

 

Mission Statement: 



21 
 

CCUA works to enhance our community’s health by connecting people to agriculture and the 

land through hands-on learning opportunities from seed to plate. 

 

Planting for the Pantry:  

CCUA has operated the Urban Farm--its current headquarters-- since 2010. The Urban Farm is 

a 1.3-acre educational and production site in North Central Columbia. All food grown at the 

Urban Farm is donated to the Food Bank for Central and Northeast Missouri, a key partner. 

CCUA’s donation is a primary source of fresh produce for food-insecure families in our 

community. CCUA’s staff works with interns, service-learners, and volunteers to maintain the 

site and keep it productive. Many of these interns are beginning to explore careers in agriculture 

and this is their first hands-on experience in the field. This site produces around 17,000 pounds 

of fresh food for families in need annually. In 2020, Planting for the Pantry food production will 

move to Columbia's Agriculture Park, and the Urban Farm will transition into a veterans training 

farm. 

 

PLANTS Program:  

PLANTS teaches children about food, nutrition, the science of agriculture, conservation, and 

outdoor activity. Lessons teach about healthy eating and to combat the growing health 

consequences of childhood obesity. Groups of children get the opportunity to interact with food 

and agriculture. These hands-on experiences occur at CCUA's Urban Farm, at local schools, 

and at sites across the community. In 2018 over 14,000 students participated in the PLANTS 

program. For school groups, the lessons are tied to classroom learning objectives. Kids learn to 

identify the plant part (seeds, roots, etc.) of common vegetables and their nutritional importance. 

They then harvest produce from the farm and prepare a snack with their harvest. Lessons thus 

include science, outdoor activities, and nutrition. Program assessments show that participants 

are then more likely to choose fresh produce from the school salad bar or ask their parents for 

fresh vegetables. Other program partners include: Boys and Girls Club, Fun City Youth 

Academy, Adventure Club, Moving Ahead, and Nora Stewart Early Learning Center. 

 

Opportunity Gardens:  

Since 2011, the purpose of the Opportunity Garden program has been to help low-income 

families grow their own fresh, healthy food. Participants receive - free of charge - the resources 

to create their own garden at home. CCUA staff helps program participants install the garden 

and makes regular supply delivery and mentoring visits to gardeners over a three-year period. 
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The gardens become a healthy family, and even neighborhood, activity. Staff also works with 

families to incorporate fresh produce into their regular diet, emphasizing ideas that make fresh 

vegetables attractive to children. The program assists 100 families annually, bringing on new 

gardeners every spring, and graduating third-year gardeners in the fall. At the end of the 

program, participants graduate as confident self-sufficient home gardeners. Many graduates 

have shown an interest in commercial production, Columbia's Agriculture Park will support these 

entrepreneurs. 

 

Garden Pro:  

CCUA's for-hire garden maintenance and mentoring program is available to businesses and 

families that need assistance in their gardens. Services range from garden installation, fruit tree 

planting, backyard mentoring, and maintenance packages for businesses/institutions. This 

program is flexible and this fee-for-service program becomes an alternate source of income to 

CCUA. Garden Pro staff are responsible for garden maintenance at number of sites in 

Columbia: Kilgore’s Community Garden, Lucky’s Crates to Plates Garden, Patriot Place’s Green 

Acre, Columbia Housing Authority’s Downtown Fruit Orchard, hydroponic tower gardens at 

Stephens College, an outdoor garden and indoor hydroponic tower garden at Columbia 

Independent School, and outdoor gardens at eight public elementary schools. 

 

Public Events: 

CCUA engages the public in a number of community settings. Three times per week, CCUA 

provides children's activities at Columbia Farmers Market. New in 2019, CCUA is offering a free 

gardening workshop once per week at Columbia's Agriculture Park. This year CCUA is hosting 

the 10th Annual Harvest Hootenanny which provides a locally-grown meal and entertainment to 

over 1,000 attendees at CCUA’s Urban Farm. Empty Bowls is organized every spring, the event 

provides a free meal of soup and bread, while raising hunger awareness, and engaging the 

local arts community who makes decorative bowls. 

 

 

7. Financial Statements and Ongoing Sustainability: 

 

Attach audited financial statements for at least the last three (3) fiscal years, if available, 

including the most recent interim statement (not more than 90 days old). If audited 

financial statements are not available, please explain why and submit reviewed, 



23 
 

compilation or other type statements. Additionally, on a separate attachment explain how 

the project will be financially self-sustainable on an ongoing basis. Attach an annual 

income and expense Proforma for the project demonstrating sustainability. 

 

Attached are audits for 2017 and 2016, an accountant’s “financial review” of 2015 finances, 

unaudited financial statements for 2018, and unaudited interim financial statements for 2019 

through the end of February. An audit is not yet available for CCUA’s 2018 finances. In 2015, 

none of CCUA’s funders required a full audit, as the organization’s expenses were below 

$500,000, so only a review was completed in this year. 

 

This project’s sustainability builds on the foundation of programming and fundraising that CCUA 

has built in Columbia since 2009. CCUA’s current Urban Farm has funded its operations 

through the “Planting for the Pantry” Program, where individuals sponsor rows of produce, 

which CCUA in turn donates to the food pantry. This model is scalable and will be used at 

Columbia's Agriculture Park to generate more income to manage the larger space. Over 500 

donors have given to Columbia's Agriculture Park’s Capital Campaign, the majority of these 

donors have never given to CCUA. These individuals will be targeted for Planting for the 

Pantry’s annual fundraising campaign. CCUA’s educational programs are supported by a 

number of granting agencies. Missouri Foundation for Health, County of Boone, Heart of 

Missouri United Way and J.R. Albert Foundation are some of CCUA’s largest donors. 

Educational programs are also offered on a fee-for-service basis to groups not eligible to 

receive grant assistance. As relationships are maintained with these organizations, 

programming which is currently taking place at the Urban Farm will transition to Columbia's 

Agriculture Park and expand as new funding relationships are developed. CCUA earns income 

through fee-for-service gardening and educational programs. In 2019, CCUA’s income will be 

just over $730,000, this income is separate from the capital campaign donations for Columbia's 

Agriculture Park. 

  



24 
 

Sources: 
Source   USDA ERS:   US Census:  MERIC: 

Formula 
Boone County 

Food Purchases 
= 

USA Annual 
Per Capita 

Food Expenses 
X 

Boone County 
Population 

X 
Columbia, MO Cost 

of Living As a Percent 
of National Average 

Calculation 
Boone County 

Food Purchases 
= $4,576 X 174,974 People X 92.5% 

Total 
Boone County 

Food Purchases 
= $740,629,947 
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