
City of Columbia, Missouri

Meeting Minutes

Columbia Police Chief's Vehicle Stop Committee

3:00 PM

City Hall - Conference 

Room 1A, 701 E. 

Broadway

Tuesday, October 29, 2019
Data Subcommittee

I.  CALL TO ORDER

Eric Parsons called the meeting to order at 3 p.m.  A quorum was established.

Pamela Hardin, Don Love, Eric Parsons and Jerome SallyPresent: 4 - 

Tara Warne-GriggsExcused: 1 - 

II.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA/REVISED AGENDA

Motion passed unanimously.

Amend the agenda, moving item IV (debriefing) from its current place to a place 

after item VI (update…data analysis).

Yes: Hardin, Love, Parsons and Sally4 - 

Excused: Warne-Griggs1 - 

Motion passed unanimously.

Approve the agenda, as amended.

Yes: Hardin, Love, Parsons and Sally4 - 

Excused: Warne-Griggs1 - 

III.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Data Subcommittee Minutes - May 14, 2019

Motion passed unanimously.

Approve the May 29, 2019 minutes as submitted.

IV.  DEBRIEF OF RECENT PRESENTATION IN COLUMBIA: DON LOVE

Don shared some information from his Oct. 21 presentation at the Columbia Public 

Library, focusing on incident-based contraband disproportions. Addressing specific parts 

of vehicle stop data can lead to policy recommendations

V.  UPDATE ON PROGRESS OF VEIL OF DARKNESS AND SEARCH HIT RATE 

ANALYSIS THROUGH 2018: ADDITIONAL DATA REQUESTS

2019 traffic stop data: update through October to begin analysis now, or 

wait for end of year?

Page 1City of Columbia, Missouri Printed on 7/30/2021



October 29, 2019Columbia Police Chief's Vehicle 

Stop Committee

Meeting Minutes

Data on calls for service

Discussion of other potential data requests

One of Eric’s students is working on replicating Dr. Milyo’s “veil of darkness” analysis 

with 2018 data, eventually looking at the trend for 2016 - 2018. This may be available for 

the full Committee’s November 12 meeting. 

Eric would like to update the Milyo study with, eventually, 2019 and 2020 data to see if 

CPD’s revised Policy 500 (traffic enforcement) is reflected in the data. Jerry said that, 

although it’s possible to pull 2019 data, it will be more complete if we wait until the end of 

this year. Raw Columbia data should be available in January 2020. 

Although it may be helpful to compare vehicle stop data to calls for service, CPD 

currently cannot identify that connection in its records system. The full Committee may 

wish to discuss making this part of investigative stop data collection. Members discussed 

emphasis on and connections between data analysis v. consideration of policing 

practices and policies.

Use the complete 2019 data set for further analysis, rather than using a partial 

year.

Yes: Hardin, Love, Parsons and Sally4 - 

Excused: Warne-Griggs1 - 

VI.  UPDATE ON PROGRESS OF VEIL OF DARKNESS AND SEARCH HIT RATE 

ANALYSIS THROUGH 2018: ADDITIONAL DATA ANALYSIS

Update of veil of darkness and search hit rate analysis through 2019

Complete pre- vs. post-saturation patrol policy change analysis 

(differences-in-differences)

Discussion of other potential data analyses, e.g.., analysis of high 

discretion post-stop situations

Dr. Milyo met with the Missouri Attorney General’s office staff regarding state data 

collection updates. Eric will provide this information so Toni can send it to all Committee 

members. Don has been working with the Attorney General’s staff and supports the new 

additions. 

Motion to 1) move the list of data additions and the Attorney General’s additions 

to the Nov. 12 full Committee meeting; and 2) request 2018 and available 2019 

call data from CPD.

Yes: Hardin, Love, Parsons and Sally4 - 

Excused: Warne-Griggs1 - 
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Final Revised Traffic Enforcement Policy

With Eric’s early departure, Don assumed the chair’s duties. 

Members discussed CPD’s revised Policy 500. It emphasizes fact-based reasons for 

conducting traffic stops holds supervisors accountable for the performance of officers 

making stops. Comments are summarized below. 

• Concerned that when an officer makes a stop based on “the look,” other personal 

factors may be in play 

• Community wants accountability and is looking for change - some officer names keep 

coming up 

• Identify where data indicate significant disproportions against black drivers, consider 

driver and officer behavior - train officers to handle stops consistently and appropriately 

• Chief said to bring information to him when we’re aware of officer behavior that raises 

questions - ask him to provide answers 

• CPD has a bias-free policing policy that applies to all employees, not just officers

• Many in the community believe officers have a code of silence and won’t complain about 

each other - current process to complain about an officer may make people 

uncomfortable or be inconvenient - can officers provide forms for drivers to complete 

during a stop and then turn it over to someone who will contact the driver - could include 

this in subcommittee’s report to full Committee 

. 

 

VII.  GENERAL COMMENTS BY PUBLIC, MEMBERS AND STAFF

There were no comments.

VIII.  NEXT MEETING DATE

To be determined.

IX.  ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn.

Yes: Hardin, Love, Parsons and Sally4 - 

Excused: Warne-Griggs1 - 

Members of the public may attend any open meeting. For requests for accommodations related to 

disability, please call 573-874-CITY (573-874-2489) or email CITY@CoMo.gov. In order to assist staff in 

making the appropriate arrangements for your accommodation, please make your request as far in 

advance of the posted meeting date as possible.
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