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701 East Broadway, Columbia, Missouri 65201

Department Source: Convention and Visitors Bureau  			                    
To:  City Council
From:  City Manager & Staff
Council Meeting Date:  April 6, 2026
Re: Authorizing a Special Event Operations Agreement with Earth Day Coalition for the 2026 Columbia Area Earth Day Festival.
Impacted Ward: Ward 1
Executive Summary


 Staff has prepared for Council a resolution that authorizes an operations agreement with the Columbia Earth Day Coalition for the 2026 Earth Day Festival on April 26, 2026, in downtown Columbia. The agreement is required due to the scope of the event, including multiple 2street closures and the use of City services, to ensure coordination and compliance with applicable City ordinances and policies.
Discussion


The Columbia Earth Day Coalition has submitted a Special Event application for the 2026 Earth Day Festival, an outdoor event scheduled for April 26, 2026, 12 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. in downtown Columbia. The festival will be held in a portion of Peace Park and will include street closures along segments of Elm Street, Locust Street, Seventh Street, and Eighth Street.
Now in its 26th year, the Earth Day Festival is an annual, family-friendly event focused on environmental education and stewardship. The festival features informational vendor booths, children’s activities, and live stage performances, all aimed at promoting sustainable practices and eco-conscious living within the community.
The City’s Special Events Committee has reviewed the application and worked collaboratively with the organizer to address all operational components of the event. Staff has evaluated the proposed site layout, street closure plan, emergency response plan, and insurance documentation. The committee will continue to work with the festival organizer prior to the start of the event, including a walk-through inspection to verify compliance with the Operations Agreement.
Fiscal Impact


Short-Term Impact: N/A
Long-Term Impact: N/A
Strategic & Comprehensive Plan Impact


Strategic Plan Impacts:  
Primary Impact: Inclusive and Equitable Community, Secondary Impact: Safe Community, Tertiary Impact: Tertiary  
Comprehensive Plan Impacts:  
Primary Impact: Environmental Management, Secondary Impact: Livable & Sustainable Communities, Tertiary Impact: Tertiary

Legislative History


	Date
	Action

	4.7.2025
	R-39-25: Authorizing a special event operations agreement with Mid-Missouri Peaceworks for the 2025 Columbia Area Earth Day Festival.

Suggested Council Action


Approval of the legislation.
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