
AUTHORITY 

CoMo Wild Yards and Small Grant Program  

Memorandum of Understanding 

Between the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

And the 

City of Columbia, Missouri 

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is entered into by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

under the authority contained in the Partners for Fish and Wildlife Act (P .L. 109-294 ), the Fish 

and Wildlife Coordination Act (16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.) and the Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956 (16 

U.S.C. 742a-j), as amended, the City of Columbia, Missouri working under the laws and 

authorities of the state of Missouri, hereinafter referred to as "the Parties." 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this MOU is to define the roles of the Parties who have jointly agreed to work 

together in the development and implementation of the CoMo Wild Yards Program (CWYP). 

The CWYP provides Columbia property owners a unique place-based educational experience to 

learn about ecosystem-based adaptation practices that reduce the impacts of stormwater runoff 

through greater infiltration and pollution reduction. Additionally, native landscapes require less 

water to maintain once established thereby reducing household water consumption due to 

irrigation. Parties of the program share a mutual concern about the importance of community

led conservation and creating opportunities for the community to improve urban biodiversity. 

This MOU establishes a framework of cooperation among partners to restore or create healthy 

urban ecosystems by educating participants on sustainable land management practices and 

providing financial support for plant materials and site preparation. 

INTRODUCTION 

This program provides assistance to landowners within the City limits of Columbia for the 

restoration or installation of native Missouri plant and animal habitats on their property. The 

program offers technical assistance in landscaping with environmentally sound and sustainable 

management practices to promote a healthy ecosystem for wildlife and people. This assistance 

includes and is not limited to the use of native plants, invasive vegetation management, water 

conservation, wildlife habitat development, and proper maintenance practices. 

In 2017, the City of Columbia's Office of Sustainability established the CoMo Wild Yards 

Program as an educational program to help homeowners and businesses create native Missouri 

landscapes to support and improve urban biodiversity. The goal of this partnership is to expand 
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these services to more properties and provide expanded support to residential and commercial 

projects. 

Each party to this MOU has roles and responsibilities for implementing the CWYP, which will 

involve a collaborative approach to developing a small grant program and consulting with 

property owners about sustainable urban land management practices. 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PARTIES 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service agrees to: 

Coordinate and conduct participant consultations, write CWYP plans, and provide 

information to participants about urban ecology and the importance of native 

landscaping to support a healthy urban ecosystem. 

Monitor projects for completeness including the installation of plant material and support 

project certification. 

Provide technical and logistical support in planning field work and post-consultation 

activities, administering certification assessments and habitat appraisals. 

Develop and implement an evolving curriculum that meets the needs of program 

participants. 

Co-develop criteria for eligible projects to fund plant and site preparation materials. 

Contribute $10,000.00 annually, as funding allows, to support the small grant program. 

Co-develop and provide educational materials (e.g. online information and pamphlets). 

Promote the program to local, state, and national organizations using multiple media 

outlets. 

The City of Columbia, Missouri, agrees to: 

Train U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service staff on planning and implementing consultations, 

certification assessments, and habitat appraisals for the program. 

Provide technical and logistical support in planning field work and post-consultation 

activities, administering certification assessments and habitat appraisals. 

Post a map of participating properties on the City webpage. 

Develop and implement an evolving curriculum that meets the needs of program 

participants. 

Co-develop criteria for eligible projects to fund plant and site preparation materials. 

Contribute $4,000.00 annually, as funding allows, to purchase plant materials. 

Update the program webpage as needed. 

Provide educational materials (e.g. books, online information, and pamphlets). 

Promote the program to local, state, and national organizations using multiple media 

outlets. 

PARTIES MUTUALLY AGREE 







CERTIFICATION:  I hereby certify that this MOU is within the purpose of the appropriation to which it is 
to be charged, Account No. 11000658-504990, and that there is an unencumbered balance to 
the credit of such appropriation sufficient to pay therefor.

________________________________
Matthew Lue, Director of Finance




