


















































































































































To: 

Barbara Buffaloe, Mayor, mayor@CoMo.gov 

Nick Knoth, City Council Member, Ward 1, ward1@como.gov 

Rachel Proffitt, City Council Member, Ward 2, ward2@como.gov 

Roy Lovelady, City Council Member, Ward 3, ward3@como.gov 

Nick Foster, City Council Member, Ward 4, ward4@como.gov 

Donald Waterman, City Council Member, Ward 5, ward5@como.gov 

Betsy Peters, City Council Member, Ward 6, ward6@como.gov 

De'Carlon Seewood, City Manager, cmo@CoMo.gov 

Shane Creech, Public Works Director, pubw@como.gov 

Richard Stone, Engineering & Operations Manager, pubw@como.gov 

Allison Anderson, P.E., Engineering Supervisor, pubw@como.gov 

Mitch Skov, Staff Liaison to Bicycle and Pedestrian Commission, Mitch.Skov@como.gov 

 

City of Columbia, Missouri 

701 E Broadway 

P.O. Box 6015 

Columbia, Missouri, 65205 

 

Subject:  Forum Boulevard Improvement Project 

Mayor Buffaloe, City Council Members, and City Staff, 

I attended the Interested Parties Meeting for the Forum Boulevard Improvement Project at Forum 

Boulevard Christian Church and 11/30/2023.  I’m submitting comments on the project on behalf of the 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Commission. 

The Commission endorses the following elements of the project: 

• Addition of sidewalks and bicycle lanes on both sides of Forum Boulevard along the entire 

corridor of the project from Stadium Boulevard to Green Meadows Road 

• An 8-foot pedway on the west side of the road and 6-foot pedway on the east side of the road 

• New roundabout at the intersection of Forum Boulevard and Woodrail Avenue 

• New roundabout at the intersection of Forum Boulevard and Katy Lane 

• Ramps at roundabouts, where there are no dedicated bike lanes, so cyclists have the option of 

riding onto or off the sidewalk to negotiate roundabouts 

• Striped crosswalks at roundabouts with pedestrian refuge islands in the middle of streets 

• Extension of the existing pedestrian path south of the Forum Nature Area to allow safe merging 

to the new pedway 
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The Commission submits the following proposed changes for consideration: 

• Consider widening the pedway on the east side of the road from 6 to 8 feet from Woodrail Drive 

north to the entrance to MAC / Wilson’s Fitness Center and other businesses.  Cyclists can 

achieve high speeds descending this hill.  A wider pedway allows cyclists more leeway 

controlling their bicycles as they descend the hill. 

• Signage or pavement markings approaching and exiting roundabouts giving direction to 

bicyclists that they have the option of riding on sidewalks to negotiate roundabouts 

 

In discussions with Mr. Stone during the meeting, we discussed the City’s schedule for sweeping bike 

lanes to keep them free of debris which is hazardous to cyclists using the bike lanes and can cause flat 

tires.  He informed me that the ideal schedule is for bike lanes to be swept at 10-week intervals; 

however, the City is not necessarily adhering to this schedule.  In order for people to adopt bike lanes, a 

regular maintenance schedule needs to be adhered to. 

 He also informed me the City has a fleet of four sweepers for bike lanes which are 9 years old and 

should ideally be replaced every 4 years.  The estimated cost of new sweepers would be $375,000 for a 

diesel sweeper; $850,000 for an electric sweeper; and $600,000 for a sweeper that could be used for a 

protected bike lane (where there is a barrier between the bicycle and car lanes).   

 

Respectfully, 

 

Carol Elliott 

cello@socket.net 

Vice Chair, Columbia Bicycle and Pedestrian Commission 
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Forum Boulevard Improvements – Emailed comments 

December 1, 2023 
It was a pleasure to meet you and discuss how to be address noise issues with the 
widening of Forum Blvd. Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
As I think more about the design and what I saw tonight, I am concerned that the right 
in, right out design at Wilson’s/MAC on the south side of the bridge may not be the best 
design for safety and traffic flow. As currently designed, south bound traffic from the 
north that desires to turn into Wilson’s will be required to travel up the hill to the 
Woodrail roundabout, go around the roundabout and head back down the hill in order to 
access Wilson’s with a right-hand turn. This will, unnecessarily in my view, divert 
additional traffic to the Woodrail roundabout which will affect the ability to safely enter 
the roundabout from either the Woodrail or Lake Woodrail neighborhoods, and at times, 
cause unnecessary delay. In the winter it could have a significant adverse impact on 
traffic safety, especially in snow and ice conditions on the hill from Wilson’s to the 
Woodrail roundabout as cars go up the hill and then down the hill. It also seems like a 
long way to have to go before turning around in order to get to one’s destination. 
 
In the interest of safety and reducing traffic congestion at the Woodrail roundabout, 
please consider adding a left turn lane from south bound Forum into Wilson’s. 
 
Also, we have no problem with ACoE representatives going on common property. We 
would like to be notified when they will be inspecting the drainage flow. 
 
Thank you. 
 
L. E. Skaer 
Natural Resources Advisor & Attorney 
lskaer@leskaer.com 
509-999-3324 
Vice president, Woodrail HOA #4 
 
 
December 1, 2023 
My name is Caleb Murray and I have recently started working as a tenant in 
the building at 1601 Chapel Hill Road. Hearing about this construction project was very 
concerning to me. Ever since I started working here parking has been an issue for us. 
Currently myself and my staff are having to park across the street to have enough room 
for patients to park in our lot. The plans for this project are expected to eliminate at least 
3 more of our spaces and probably 5 to 6. This would be detrimental to our practice and 
our business. I request that you all please find a way to do this without expanding the 
street on the west side. Please reach out if you have any questions or concerns for me. 
 
Thank you, 
Caleb Murray 



February 16, 2024 
I may be too late to offer a suggestion.  Nevertheless, I want you to know I am hoping 
for a bike path separate from vehicular travel along Forum Boulevard. 
 
Regards, 
Carel Sellenraad 
 
P.S.  The same wish applies to Chapel Hill Road and Grindstone. 
 
 



dba2023 

1 like 

Chapel Hill/Forum 

While I'd love to see a high capacity traffic circle ,if not and can only be a controlled intersection then 
some consideration needs to be made to eliminating left hand turns across traffic before and after each 
of the appoaches (even if it is just at peak times - I've seen more than one close call because things get 
congeted on Westbound Chapel Hill and Chapel Plz) 

 

Jp19 

Please install/design protects bike lanes along forum! 

 

P 

8 likes 

We need protected bike lanes. That area connects a lot of livable space to the MKT. To cut down on mtr 
vhcls, make pedestrian traffic safe. 

 

wright.matt.a 

10 likes 

Protected bike lanes needed to create a safe bicycle network for access to the trail 

First of all, I generally like the design. The use of roundabouts here is smart and should keep traffic 
flowing where appropriate while also slowing it down at crossings, keeping everyone safer. Also those 
combined with ramp cuts onto the sidewalk make traversal by bike much safer for those who may not 
be comfortable riding with vehicular traffic. 

But please PLEASE change the bike lanes to either fully protected ones or shift bike traffic on to a wider 
sidepath. I know the city has always been reluctant to create protected bike lanes, but many other cities 
have figured it out and there are guides available from FHWA and NACTO. Especially with the speed of 
traffic along this stretch and the expansion to four lanes, protected bike lanes that provide full 
separation from much faster moving traffic are the ONLY truly safe option. The city has an opportunity 
to create a bike network here, that can safely connect more citizens to the trail access, as well as 
businesses in the area, but it will only be used that way if it's safe for the average citizen. 

Also sidewalks should be 8 feet instead of what appears to be 5 feet where right-of-way allows (which 
seems to be the majority of the corridor). This would match the existing sidewalk at Chapel Plaza Ct and 
the full sidewalk network north of the project corridor on Forum. If the city won't do protected bike 
lanes, then the sidewalks should be widened to a 10 foot sidepath (shared-use path). 

AAANDERS
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rikkiascani 

10 likes 

Protected bike lanes or shared use paths are essential for transportation safety for people biking, 
walking AND driving! 

I generally like the design and the use of roundabouts here. 

But please PLEASE change the bike lanes to either fully protected ones or shift bike traffic on to a wider 
sidepath. There are guides available from FHWA and NACTO. Especially with the speed of traffic along 
this stretch and the expansion to four lanes, protected bike lanes that provide full separation from much 
faster moving traffic are the ONLY truly safe option. The city has an opportunity to create a bike network 
here, that can safely connect more citizens to the trail access, as well as businesses in the area, but it will 
only be used that way if it's safe for the average citizen. 

As someone who regularly bikes and runs on Forum Blvd to either the trail or local businesses - traveling 
on Forum outside of a car is truly terrifying.  If you're going to expand a roadway, please please please 
do folks outside of cars justice and treat us equally to those driving cars. 

 

LittleFish 

What is the Detour? 

During the construction phases, will at least one lane North and South bound be available throughout?  
Forum is the most direct route for me to drop off/pick up my children from school. 

 

jks 

8 likes 

Please install protected bike lanes / walking paths on both sides of Forum. 

Forum Blvd is due for expansion due to the amount of use it sees. In addition to these proposed 
improvements, this would be a great time to implement PROTECTED bike and pedestrian lanes on both 
sides of the road. The protected bike path is the safer way to go, let’s start installing them on our 
infrastructure to future proof these projects and make them as safe as possible for everyone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



junebug 

4 likes 

Protected bike lanes & sidewalks/shared-use path 

This project should include a 10-foot shared-use path on both sides, or protected bike lanes with 
sidewalks on both sides. This project needs to include a shared-use path or protected bike lanes and 
sidewalks to safely connect neighbors to the Forum MKT trailhead. Adding more car lanes does 
NOTHING to mitigate traffic, and makes the neighborhood more unsafe for pedestrians & people biking. 

 

Steve Humphreys 

1 like 

As a resident north of Chapel Hill, I recommend a no left turn on the eastbound lane of Chapel Hill at 
Mills Dr to minimize the cut thru. 

 

A 

8 likes 

Protected sidewalks/bike lanes are a necessity 

The addition of protected sidewalks and bike lanes on the steep hills of affording Blvd would be a 
necessary improvement in order to provide safe travel in inclement weather along Forum Blvd. With 
limited or no public transit along this corridor, foot traffic is more common mean sod transportation. 
Protected bike paths/sidewalks would ensure that people can proceed along the hills without fear of 
being hit by a poorly controlled car. Additionally, this use of protected sidewalks and bike paths will 
allow more people south of the MKT trail to fully utilize it from their doorstep instead of traveling via car 
to the parking lot. This extra ability will improve down town traffic and Forum lot parking in the summer 
months as residents are able to travel to downtown without the use of a car. 

 

cgk 

7 likes 

I echo the calls for protected bike lanes or a shared protected path. Why a divider between bikes and 
pedestrians when cars are the danger? 

Protect bikes and pedestrians from cars, not pedestrians from bikes 

 

 

 



Lcsimonson 

7 likes 

Protected bike lanes or separated shared-use paths should be considered to allow for safe access to the 
MKT trail. 

With the widening there will be increased traffic volume and speeds. Using only paint isn't enough to 
keep families who would like to walk or ride bikes to the MKT trail safe. 

 

lhooper 

1 like 

Will there be sufficient protection for the mussel population living in Hinkson Creek during bridge 
construction? Sediment is a concern. 

Bridge over Hinkson Creek 

 

cchavez 

4 likes 

Safety for bikes/pedestrians 

Protected bike lanes and/or shared protected bike and walking lanes would be ideal. Columbia should 
be pushing for better walking and biking spaces. At the same time those spaces need to be safe for 
vehicles as well. 

 

mrkabt 

Chapel Plaza Ct. Right-In-Right-Out Median 

As a part of this project, it would be great if the median on Forum at the Chapel Plaza Ct. right-in-right-
out was extended to prevent drivers driving north on Forum from turning left onto Chapel Plaza Ct. 
Currently, some drivers will stop in one of the northbound driving lanes so they can turn left, which is 
not how the intersection was designed and can create a hazard for traffic not expecting stopped 
vehicles, especially when there is a large amount of traffic driving south, causing extended stops. 

 

 

 

 

 



nsmith 

3 likes 

Protected bike lanes to help keep pedestrians safe. 

Please include a 10-foot shared-use path on both sides or protected bike lanes with sidewalks on both 
sides. This area is heavily used by bikes and pedestrians going to and from the MKT trail. 

 

gabijacobs14 

4 likes 

I 1000% echo the ideas on this page supporting and asking for pedestrian and bike safety in this project! 

Adding more lanes to this corridor will not only increase vehicle speeds but also decrease the safety of 
other road users (pedestrians, bikers) in the area. This corridor needs either a shared-use path or 
protected bike lanes with sidewalks on BOTH sides of the road to ensure that people using those modes 
of transportation can get where they need to go safely. It would be fantastic to add this safe 
infrastructure to the area so that community members living in neighborhoods around the area could 
access the MKT trailhead safely without needing to drive. 

 

roses 

7 likes 

This project needs to include a shared-use path or protected bike lanes and sidewalks to safely connect 
neighbors to the Forum MKT trailhead 

Sidewalks and bike lanes! 

 

AndrewS 

2 likes 

Please install protected bike lanes / walking paths on both sides of Forum. 

We need to consider all road users in this project and future proof for increasing numbers of cyclist, 
walkers and consider what increased bus service could look like along Forum boulevard. 

 

 

 

 

 



LittleFish 

1 like 

Traffic at the MAC 

I can see a 'right in right out' and a raised median to help prevent southbound drivers from turning left 
into the MAC.  This area has been a point of congestion for a long while.  Glad to see these boundaries in 
place for drivers, but what about pedestrians and bikers coming off the trail headed to the MAC? Will 
there be a way across for them? 

 

ComoVVUser 

1 like 

MAC/Wilson entrance/exit 

A roundabout at the Wilsons entrance seems more beneficial than at Woodrail.  

Right-in/right-out at the MAC/Wilsons entrance seems like it would potentially increase congestion 
between Woodrail and Katy. Southbound drivers would need to travel past Wilsons to Woodrail, uphill 
to navigate the roundabout, and then backtrack downhill to Wilsons. Similarly, Wilsons patron who need 
to travel southbound when leaving would need to travel uphill to Katy, and then backtrack across the 
Hinkson Creek. That increases the amount of driving necessary, puts more cars in that LOS for a longer 
period of time, and forces greater congestion at the actual roundabouts.   

Drivers going southbound on Forum would be delayed waiting at the roundabout at Katy for the drivers 
circling back to go southbound from Wilsons. That in turn pushes traffic further back up Forum, and the 
traffic light plus two-lane merge results in a lot of traffic in that specific LOS. A similar effect would occur 
for northbound Forum drivers at Woodrail in order to accommodate the drivers circling back to enter 
Wilsons, compounded by two lanes of southbound traffic coming up the hill, and drivers switching lanes 
to circle back. Northbound traffic may also be affected by slowing traffic at the bottom of the hill for 
those turning right to enter Wilsons.  

With the reality of family sports events at the MAC, this seems like it could create a great amount of 
congestion due to multiple vehicles traveling north and southbound and needing to get in and out of 
that specific property, especially during evenings.  

The proposed plan necessitates almost an additional .5 miles of travel for drivers in either direction. In 
addition, the sightlines of the winding road and heavy foliage on Forum mean that it could be difficult to 
see or anticipate traffic slowing ahead. That could increase the risk of auto accidents, especially during 
inclement weather. All of these factors together seem to increase the risk of congestion and collisions in 
the Forum corridor between Chapel Hill and Woodrail. 

 

 

 



Steve Humphreys 

Hatton, Mills , Limerick has been struggled with cut thru traffic for 2 decades. This project will dump 
more traffic into the neighborhood. 

 

mountainbikesam 

2 likes 

Include protected bike lanes in this project. Pay for it once. Higher speed, higher traffic roads like this 
make it necessary. 

Our city needs more infrastructure that includes non-motorized modes of travel. Include it in the project 
and pay for it once, instead of building this as it is, and ripping it all up later to make protected lanes. 

 

jacksonhotaling 

4 likes 

Road Widening = Road Will Be Less Safe; Protected Bike/Ped Infrastructure = Safety Options to Mitigate 
Increased Risks Caused by Project 

One more lane in each direction will further entrench our car-oriented dependent development 
patterns. It will facilitate more conflicts with more cars on the corridor, leading to more potential crash 
opportunities. And time and time again, studies show that additional lanes can increase traffic. If this is 
what the city wants, more considerations need to be made for the bicycle riders and pedestrians that 
will be negatively impacted on this corridor by this decision. 

With (1) a trail connection between residential areas to our city's most popular trail, (2) a steep grade 
that slows bike/ped travel but speeds up car travel, (3) blind curves, (4) narrow travel areas, and (5) 
shade from the trees making the area fairly dark and tricky to see, all the points are there to 
demonstrate the dangerous nature of this roadway, and why we need to take further steps towards 
safety for this project. 

Many other smaller American cities in conservative states have figured out how to include protected 
bicycle infrastructure for their vulnerable road users. It's time for Columbia to do the same--building 
upon the proven protected bicycle project on Walnut St. on the Hinkson Creek bridge. This is a perfect 
project to start to implement a vision for safer streets on a more impactful scale. 

 

 

 

 

 



A 

4 likes 

No additional car lane on Forum Blvd 

In the hilly areas of Forum Blvd, an additional car lane will cause more reckless driving over those very 
steep grade hills with little regard for weather or traffic conditions. This will lead to higher vehicle crash 
incidences. Wider roads lead to faster driving, as this John’s Hopkins report details: 
https://narrowlanes.americanhealth.jhu.edu/. If there are existing traffic conditions that are causing 
congestion at Forum, perhaps we should look into alternative transit options such as viable public transit 
from this area to downtown. Or a protected bike path to allow for MkT trail access/downtown access. 
An additional car lane will likely add to problems rather than resolve them. 

Reply 

Jacksonhotaling 

Excellent comment. There needs to be alternative ways for the city to measure traffic impacts. 

 

WILLS 

5 likes 

Pedestrian/Bike Options 

Forum is generally not a safe passage for those using transportation besides a car, particularly south of 
the trail access.  Please make it safer for all with protected lanes and traffic calming measures. 

 

Steve Humphreys 

Something needs to be done to mitigate the increase we will see as drivers avoid the construction area. 

I have asked for a roundabout at Mills, Hatton, intersection for years to no avail. 

 

Njgilbert31 

3 likes 

Protected, separated bike lanes are a must. Paint is not infrastructure and does not keep cyclists safe 
from motor vehicles 

When people feel safe to use their bikes (protected, separated bike lanes; not a stripe of paint) more 
people will choose to ride their bikes. This will reduce car traffic and improve safety and efficiency for all 
users. 

 



Frederick 

1 like 

Good plan. I like the way the two roundabouts eliminate the need for dangerous left turns at Wilson's 
and the Katy Trail parking lot. 

 

Joe Silsby 

8 likes 

I would like to see the proposed bike lanes upgraded to protected bike lanes. 

Protected bike lanes have a physical barrier between them and the motor vehicle lanes, thus providing 
far more protection than a painted stripe on the pavement. This is especially true with regard to Forum 
Blvd where the driving speed is greater than 30 mph and there is a major curve in the road. 

 

ssb_1208 

6 likes 

Protected bike lanes or shared use paths are essential for transportation safety no matter the modality! 

I generally like the design and the use of roundabouts here. 

PLEASE change the bike lanes to either fully protected ones or shift bike traffic on to a wider sidepath. 
There are guides available from FHWA and NACTO. Especially with the speed of traffic along this stretch 
and the expansion to four lanes, protected bike lanes that provide full separation from much faster 
moving traffic are the ONLY truly safe option. The city has an opportunity to create a bike network here, 
that can safely connect more citizens to the trail access, as well as businesses in the area, but it will only 
be used that way if it's safe for the average citizen. 

As a family who lives off forum and regularly bikes, walks, and drives this stretch - traveling on Forum 
outside of a car is truly terrifying - not that great in the car either! If you're going to expand a roadway, 
please do so with the safety of all people in mind - especially those using modes of transportation other 
than the car. 




